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PREFACE

BY

GENERAL SIR EDWARD BULFIN, K.C.B, C.V.O.

QTONYHURST sent to the Great War 1,012 of
7 us, of whom 167 gave their lives for King and
Country.

In addition to the two Victoria Crosses held
before the war by Stonyhurst men, three more were
gained during the war, making five in all.

These figures show the spirit animating the old
school, and prove the high sense of duty and disregard
of self inculcated by Stonyhurst.

May I be allowed to suggest, to those who follow after,
a careful study of those words of the great Apostle :
“ Honour all men, love the brotherhood, fear God,
honour the King.”

To my mind, these contain the essentials to make

us worthy of Stonyhurst and citizens of our glorious

ﬁ ; , 5
Lees Cottage,

Walmer, Kent,
August, 1¢925.

Empire.
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FOREWORD

q/ T is our pleasant duty here to acknowledge the assistance of all those who
have helped us in the production of this book. And first let us assign the
credit due to those who made its publication possible.

The Stonyhurst War Record owes its origin, in large measure, to the
foresight of Father William Bodkin, S.J., who was Rector of Stonyhurst
when the war came, and to his successor as Rector during the remaining
war years, Father Edward O’Connor, S.J., who carried on his policy and
initiated the actual undertaking. They foresaw that a School War
Record would be wanted after the war.

With this end in view, they encouraged and helped the Editors of the Stonyhurst Magazine
to gather, arrange and illustrate all available * copy ” dealing with Stonyhurst and the war in
such a way that these materials would form the sources for a future War Record.

They authorised the extra expenditure involved in increasing the size of these war numbers,
and in providing portrait illustrations of all those who were killed in action, besides pictures of

other war subjects. The blocks of these illustrations, stored by the engravers, are now again
used in this volume.*

While the war lasted, the Rectors of Stonyhurst were also the chief purveyors of ©“ Old Alumni »
news to the Stonyhurst Magazine. Their position brought them into communication with all
past students seeking commissions in the new armies, to obtain which they needed certificates
of character from their old school.

These and all the other opportunities arising from correspondence with the families of past
and present students were energetically employed by them to obtain information likely to be of
interest to readers of the College periodical. Thus our materials are drawn chiefly from the
Stonyhurst Magazine, with which the present writer can claim some acquaintance as its Editor
during the earlier war years, before he went to France, in March, 1917, as a Military Chaplain,
leaving his post in the capable hands of the late Father A. L. Cortie, S.J., D.Sc., F.R.A.S., who
edited the subsequent war numbers.

With all the material and blocks for the book ready to hand, the question naturally arises :
“ Why, then, was this book not published before ?

For this we have no excuse to offer beyond the admission that no one could be found with
the time at his disposal or the inclination to face the dull spade-work involved in sifting, correcting,
and adapting the vast mass of unsorted material, scattered piecemeal through the pages of the
war numbers of the Stonyhurst Magazine. And there was more work here than meets the eye.

It was much more than a mere case for the employment of scissors and paste. Owing to
the censorship and other obstacles to news-getting in war-time, much of the war news when
published was necessarily vague, incomplete and often inaccurate. The information needed
verifying and correcting. Thus a complete account of any person or event necessitated a search
through several numbers of the Magazine, supplemented often by subsequent correspondence
with the people mentioned or their families. Add to this the consideration that obituary writing

* These war numbers of the Stonyhurst Magazine contain a wealth of interesting information concerning the part
taken by Stonyhurst men in the war, only a tithe of which it is possible to include in this book. All old Stonyhurst men
whose interest in the subject is aroused by the present volume, and who desire fuller information, may obtain it from

this source. The residue of the war numbers of the Stonyhurst Magazine is stored at the College and may be obtained
in single issues or in bound volumes on application to the Editor.

XV



xvi FOREWORD

is the least exhilarating form of composition, and you have a key to the repugnance felt by those
who were approached to undertake the work of compiling this book.

It speaks well for the eloquence of the present Rector of Stonyhurst, Father Walter Weld, S.]J.,
and his determination to have the book published at all costs, that he was able to overcome the
reluctance of the present writer and persuade him to carry the project through.

And now let us say a few words about the contents in detail, assigning credit where it is due
to those who helped to compile them:.

The credit for the compilation of our Casualty Lists, Honours Lists, and War Service Lists,
is due, in the first instance, to Father Thomas White, S.J., who was First Prefect at Stonyhurst
at the outset of the war, and later Rector of Wimbledon College, Wimbledon.

WAR SErvice List.

The lists were continued by Fathers Robert de Trafford, S.J., Basil Gurrin, S.J., and Leo
Belton, S.J. Then all work on the book was suspended for some years. Later its contents
were revised and greatly enlarged. Owing chiefly to the censorship and other war-time
restrictions and disabilities, our early military records were very incomplete. To supply their
deficiencies, we sent letters and printed war service inquiry forms to all those whose addresses
we could trace. This entailed the despatch of some 800 forms to O.S. at home and overseas—
a lengthy process.

The delay involved in communicating with O.S. ex-service men living in many different
parts of the world made it necessary to defer publication till after the date originally announced.

All returned inquiry forms were checked from the army lists, record offices and regimental
depots. To aid us in this work we were fortunate in obtaining the assistance of a number of
O.S. officers and other naval and military friends. Among these our thanks are chiefly due
to Capt. Cecil Chichester-Constable, M.C., late 1st Bn. R. Warwickshire Regt., who, by his
diligent researches and extreme accuracy, contributed more than anyone else to raise the standard
of the whole book ; to Colonel E. V. D. Pearse, late commanding the 3rd Bn. South Staffordshire
Regt., who carefully supervised our War Service List and contributed many helpful suggestions.
Under the general direction of Col. Pearse and helped by Father Philip Watts, S.J., and
the present writer, Capt. Chichester-Constable completcly transformed the War Service List,
which, in its final expanded form, owes far more to him than to any of those who assisted
in compiling it.

The supervision of the naval entries in the List was undertaken for us by Maurice Prendergast,
0O.S., formerly editor of the naval annual, Fighting Ships, and a frequent contributor to the press
on naval subjects. We owe a debt of gratitude to these and other O.S. in the services who
helped to extricate us from many of the naval and military booby traps which beset the path
of the civilian writer of military records. If any regrettable civilianisms still survive, they
should be regarded as ours and not theirs.

Ior their courteous and helpful response to our applications for information, we have to
thank the officers in charge of records at most of the Infantry Record Oflices in the United
Kingdom, and especially Col. G. P. Berthon, O.B.E., of our local Infantry Record Office at
Preston. All these helped us in so far as they were permitted to do so by military regulations.
But the bulk of the information we required was obtained from the following departments :—
The War Office (Disposal of Records Branch) ; Percy House Schools, Isleworth ; the Historical
Branch (Military Section), Committee of Imperial Defence, Audit House, London (also known
as the War Diaries Museum) ; the War Office ; the India Office ; the Canadian Ministry of
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Defence ; the War Office Library, etc. We offer our very special thanks to the Imperial War
Graves Commission, who supplied us with a long list of war graves. They seemed to take a
personal interest in answering our many queries, often searching outside their own department
for the information we required. Australia House, London, also kindly supplied records.

The incomplete records in our War Service List will not seem many, out of a total of
1,012 who served in the Forces. A space of several lines has been left vacant under each of
them. This is done to enable individuals to write in omissions later. These, if forwarded to
Stonyhurst, will be entered in the College Library copy of the book. For this purpose also we
have left gaps in every printed record where we were uncertain of the exact date.

Of the memoirs which form the bulk of this book, about half are from the pen of the present
writer. The rest are the work of different authors, Father Cortie, S.J., and Father William
Bartley, S.J. (late C.F.), being responsible for a large share of them.

We have printed memoirs of all those we know to have been killed in action. We have
also inserted memoirs of all who figure under the heading ‘ Died on Active Service,”” where
their death, whether by accident or disease, could be ascribed directly or indirectly to the conditions
of active. service. Of those who died after the war or after demobilisation, we have included
those only whose death could be traced to the after-effects of wounds, war-strain, or illness
previously contracted on active service. It will be understood that, consistently with these
principles, we have been unable to furnish biographies of every one of those Stonyhurst soldiers
who died during or after the war.

SEQUENCE OF THE MEMOIRS.

We regret very much any inconvenience our readers may experience from the fact that
the memoirs could not be arranged in alphabetical order. Their present sequence represents
the only possible order in which memoirs of such unequal length could be so arranged that the
title of each should face the corresponding portrait in a book where the text matter had to be
run on from page to page in order to limit its size and consequent expense.

To meet this difficulty, the memoirs have been arranged alphabetically in the Index
and in the War Service List.

Ranks.—-For the sake of convenience, the highest rank attained during the war, whether
permanent, temporary, local or acting, is shown in the headings of the memoirs and under the
portraits. For the same reason, units are there shown on the following principle :—Where one
unit only is indicated, it is that to which the officer or other rank was either initially posted or
transferred and that with which he was killed in action. Where a second unit is shown, it is the
one to which he was attached at the time of his death.

In the case of the Foot Guards, the regular battalion with which the officer or other rank
was serving at the time of his death alone is given.

It will be seen that this arrangement does not cover all the various units with which each
may have served.

Precise ranks held and units served with are given in the War Service List, and, where any
apparent discrepancy occurs, this list is to be followed in preference. In contradistinction to
the order of ranks adopted in the memoirs, permanent or substantive rank only is shown first
in the War Service List. In this we have followed the practice of the Army List, showing
temporary, acting and local ranks afterwards in their proper sequence.



xviii FOREWORD

Tae Namine oF BATTLES.

In naming the battles and smaller engagements mentioned in the memoirs, we have
consistently followed the standard official publication issued by the authority of the Army Council,
and entitled :—

The Official Names of the Battles and other Engagements fought by the Military Forces of the
British Empire during the Great War, 1914-1919, and the Third Afghan War, 1919.

Published by H.M. Stationery Office.

[Cmd. 1138.] (Price 2/- net.)

Those of our readers who are interested in any of these battles, and wish for more precise
details such as the official battle areas, are strongly advised to purchase this admirably lucid,
tabulated epitome of British battles fought on all fronts during the Great War. The names
of battles given in it are those now on the battle honours of the Regiments. They are the names
which will go down to history. (See Battle Honours, Awarded for the Great War. H.M. Stationery
Office ; Price 1/-.)

Terms Usep.—The explanations of the terms used in their nomenclature of battles are
thus given in the Introduction to the above-cited official publication :—-

BarTLE : An engagement of primary importance fought out between forces not smaller than
the Corps.

ActiOoN : Between forces not smaller than the Division. Lesser engagements are styled Affairs.

CaprTUrE : Where the primary object was the capture of a definite locality, accompanied by
fighting of some importance. Where this latter factor is absent, Gccupation has been used.
The same distinction has been drawn between the Passage and the Crossing of a river
(cf., the Passage of the Piave).

Atrack : Confined to unsuccessful offensive operations.
DerENcE : Confined to successful defensive operations.

BatTLes DisTINGUISHED BY THE YEAR DATE : In the cases where several battles were fought
over the same ground, and must obviously bear the same name, these are distinguished
by the year in which they were fought. In each of these cases, thercfore, the year date
becomes an integral part of the title of the battle, and must be so understood in our use
of it. This use will explain to our readers the apparently superfluous repetition of the
year date in such battle titles as the following :—

“The Battle of Albert, 7916 ; first of the Battles of the Somme, 1916.”
According to the official nomenclature, there were twelve Battles of the Somme in 1916.
In 1918 there were two groups of Battles, of which one was again fought at Albert, and is
known, consequently, as ‘‘ The Battle of Albert, 71918 ; first of the Second Battles of the Somme,
1918,” because it came first of the two battles forming the second of the two groups into
which were divided the six battles fought on the Somme in 1918. The same usage has been
employed throughout where several battles were fought in the same locality in different years.

In a Battles Appendix at the end of the book we have supplied from the Official Names
of Battles the chronological and geographical limits of the battles mentioned in the memoirs.
To these we have added some of the battle notes from the large map entitled * The British
Empire at Bay on the Western Front,” by Albert Close (Edward Stanford, Ltd.), by special
permission from the compiler, who was kind enough to supervise and supplement our extracts
for us when in proofs.
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SToNYHURST EmMPLOYEES’ WAR SERvVICE LisT.
Amongst its employees, Stonyhurst numbers families who have served the College, father
and son, for generations. Some of them even trace their connection with the School to its
emigration from Liege and arrival on English soil at Stonyhurst Hall in 1794.

We felt that we owed a place in this War Record to those amongst them who served in the
Great War. Their War Service List is, of course, treated separately from that of the School.

To those who are aware that Stonyhurst College owns an estate of some 2,000 acres, their
number of service men may seem small. This, we would explain, is due to the fact that we
found it necessary to limit their War Service List to those employed in the College buildings
and the home farm who entered the Army during the war, directly from the College service.

To have attempted to include all service men ever employed by the College, or those among
the tenantry on the College estate, would have been impracticable.

Maps.—Owing to their expense and inconvenient size, it was not found practicable to
insert large coloured war maps in this book. Neither could we afford to provide war maps of
every theatre of war in which Stonyhurst soldiers served.

We have, therefore, limited ourselves to one general sketch map of the Western Front, which
will serve as a guide to the areas given in fuller detail in four sectional maps taking in the whole
of the same theatre of war. To these we have added a map of the Gallipoli Peninsula, on which
a number of Stonyhurst soldiers fought and where some were killed in action.

These maps were made for us by Messrs. Edward Stanford, Ltd. (12, 13, 14, Long Acre,
London, W.C.2), the four sectional maps being reductions from Stanford’s Half-Inch Map of
the British Front in France and Flanders, No. 17 (Price 2s. 6d.), which we used in checking the place-
names and identifying battles mentioned in the text of this volume.

Our maps of the British Western Front contain the place-names and battle boundaries men-
tioned in the text, with perhaps one exception—the Battle of the Soissonnais and the Ourcq, in which
certain British Divisions co-operated with French forces on their sector of the Allied battle front.

We have already expressed our indebtedness to some who have helped us in compiling this
book. In conclusion we wish to offer our grateful thanks to others who have rendered us valuable
assistance. Of these, our collaborateur, Father Philip Watts, S.J., has helped us most by his
unwearied industry and attention to detail at every stage in the production of the volume.
Among those who have assisted us in revising MSS. and proofs we wish to thank Capt. Louis
Robertson (O.C. Stonyhurst O.T.C.), who collected from the War Office Library and other
sources the materials forming the * Official Awards for Military Decorations ” section of the
book ; Capt. Basil Trappes-Lomax, M.C. ; Father Joseph Keating, S.J.; Father Henry Irwin,
S.J., D.Litt.; Father John Hill, S.J.; Mr. C} G. Mortimer, B.A.; Mr. John McIntyre ; Mr.
Andrew Gordon ; Capt. T. B. Trappes-Lomax, Scots Guards ; Mr. J. R. Creagh (late Major,
7th Bn. Manchester Regt.), and Mr. W. E. Govier (late War Office), who helped us by research
in record offices.

We are also very grateful to Mr. Sebastian Meynell, Editor of the Catholic Who’s Who, for
his laborious and successful researches on our behalf. He succeeded in tracing for us much
information otherwise unobtainable for our memoirs and War Service List.

Last, but not least, we would express our gratitude to our printers, Messrs. Bemrose, of Derby,
and especially to their genial and capable General Manager, Mr. Chas. E. Evans, for their

courteous co-operation in producing so fine an example of their best work.
F. J. IRWIN.
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INTRODUCTION

@/ HERE are excellent reasons for publishing a School War Record, some
obvious, others, perhaps, less apparent.

In the first place, then, one might say that it is worth doing if only
to provide our boys past, present and future, with an answer to their
countrymen when they ask the inevitable question: ‘ What did your
School do in the War ? > Now this question is prompted by a thoroughly
healthy and reasonable curiosity, which ought to be satisfied.

Both the schoolboy and the public have a right to the information,
and it is the plam duty of the school to provide it.

Your modern ‘ Little Peterkin,” when he has outgrown his interest in the oft-repeated tale
of what Daddy did in the Great War, will want to know more. You cannot put him off for long
with the bald, bland assurance that *‘ It was a famous victory.”

As a loyal schoolboy he will want to know, and his elders too, aye, and the general public also,
what there is to know of the military record of his schoolfellows, on which depends, in some
degree perhaps, the place his College holds among the Public Schools of England.

He has the right to expect such a record of their achievements as will remain an outstanding
landmark in the story of the School—a work of reference to which present and future generations
of its sons will look to learn how their brethren bore themselves in the greatest modern crisis in
their country’s history.

The esprit de corps of a school is an elusive thing, difficult to trace, difficult to define. But
if there is one element which must clearly contribute to its formation it is a tradition of unselfish
service at the call of duty.

This tradition is embodied and preserved in a School War Record.

It completes in vivid detail what the sculptured monument can do no more than vaguely
symbolise.

Moreover, it is an answer which a Public School owes its country in justification of its claims
as an educational institution. Education in its best and broadest sense embraces the function
of moulding character to meet the needs of citizenship. Now war is surely the most searching
test of citizenship. The readiness to risk life in defence of country is admittedly the crowning
glory of patriotism. Consequently critics of the training furnished by a school can fairly demand
to know how it has stood the crucial test of war service.

There is a further question, too, on which Stonyhurst might be expected to face its critics.

As a School conducted by members of a Religious Order, it makes no secret of its aim to
impart to those committed to its care a sound and durable training in the principles and practice
of their religion.

If it is to be judged in this matter by the results obtained during the war, it certainly has no
cause to shirk the issue. Perhaps, then, both in self-defence and as a contribution to a subject
of general interest, we may be allowed to point out in this connection that there are significant
indications to be found in a large proportion of our memoirs which suggest that the religious
training imparted by the School has stood the test of war reasonably well.
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We might add that in order to place the evidence on this head beyond the appearance of
special pleading, only those testimonies have been allowed to remain which come from outside
the School—such, that is, as are contained in letters from Military Chaplains and comrades-
In-arms.

It has often been asserted, somewhat superfluously it might seem, that during the war
““ Religion was on its trial.”

The subject, indeed, was considered of sufficient interest at the time to warrant the publication
of books by Military Chaplains and others examining in detail the question of how far our
fighting men had found their religion a practical help to them during the trying period of active
war service.

The conclusions of some of these writers were not unduly optimistic. A perusal of our
memoirs may, therefore, help them to modify their inferences.* Here they may discover the
assistance so many of these Stonyhurst soldiers, both young and old, derived from their attachment
to their religious practices amid the turmoil of war.

Two examples will illustrate our meaning. Both are taken at random from some memoirs
in this book, the proofs of which we were correcting at the moment of writing. The first is that
of a young subaltern. The second describes the death of a distinguished General.

Extract from a letter written by Lieut. Richard Gethin, of the 2nd Munsters, two days before
he was killed in action :—

I am writing this in a wood where we spent the last two nights. Last night “ it rained cats
and dogs * all night, and, as we had no shelter at all, we had to sleep in the mud and were
soaked to the skin.

At 7 a.m. in the morning we had Mass for the battalion in the wood on two bully-beef boxes,
and everybody went to Holy Communion. It was a wonderful sight to see everybody kneeling
in the slush and soaked to the skin, praying and hearing Mass—some for the last time.

From our memoir of Brigadier-General Paul Kenna, V.C., D.S.0., Commanding the
Notts. and Derby Brigade on the Gallipoli Peninsula, where he was mortally wounded in action
as our extracts narrate, we quote the following lines describing his last hours of life :—

It was his habit frequently to visit the advanced trenches of his Brigade to encourage the
men. While engaged on this errand of kindness on the evening of August goth, 1915, he
was wounded at 8 p.m. by a Turkish sniper, the bullet passing through his arm and into his
stomach.

Corporal John Forsyth, R.E., an old Wimbledon College boy, who was the first to find him,
thus describes the incident :—

No doubt by this time you will have heard of the death of Brigadier-General Kenna, V.C.

I was there when he was hit, and helped to ease him by bathing his head. I heard him say
something about Agnus Dei, so I asked if he wished for one. He said he had one, but would
like to have a crucifix. At the moment I forgot about my rosary, so I gave him the medal,
which he eagerly took. The two hours I spent with him I shall always remember. It was
grand to see the comfort and relief these simple objects of piety gave his mind. He died
about four hours later.

The foregoing reflections are written primarily as a reason for publication, and also in
the hope that they may bring some consolation and encouragement to those who have to find
the money for the production of this expensive volume.

* In order to dissipate their pessimism more completely, they might also read a little book entitled Catholic Soldiers,
by Sixty Chaplains and Many Others : Edited by Father Charles Plater, S.J., and published by Longmans, Green & Co.
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Books of this class can scarcely be expected to yield a profit. But it is not for a school to
count the cost where its honour is at stake.

In view of what we have said, to do so would seem a false economy. Breathes there a bursar
with soul so dead, let him list to our pleadings and loosen his purse strings. But if no actual
profit is looked for, we can, it is hoped, appeal with all the more confidence on this account to the
loyalty of our old Stonyhurst men to give their aid by coming forward generously as subscribers
to this book.

Before passing on to a commentary on the contents of the Record, we must pause to thank
our distinguished alumnus, General Bulfin, for the Preface he has been kind enough to write
for us.

In it he summarises with soldierly brevity some of the more salient outlines of his school’s
achievement. He cites the numbers who served with the forces, the list of those killed in action,
the winners of the Victoria Cross, and he characterises the spirit that actuated the fighting men
of Stonyhurst as a ““ spirit of self-sacrifice and devotion to duty.” The source of this he finds in
the education they received at school.

May we say that his own career affords a fine example of the qualities he praises in his school-
fellows, as all will admit who read his military record in our War Service List.

Of the Victoria Crosses won by Stonyhurst men to which General Bulfin alludes, the two
held by them before the war were those gained by Brigadier-General Paul Kenna and Brigadier-
General Edmund Costello.

The story of General Kenna’s V.C., won at the Battle of Khartoum, is told in full in his
memoir contained in this book.

The Victoria Cross was awarded to General Costello, then a young Lieutenant in the Indian
Army, for the following service during the Malakand Expedition of 1897 :—

“ On the night of the 26th July, 1897, at the Malakand, Lieut. E. W. Costello went out from
the Hospital Enclosure, and with the assistance of two Sepoys, brought in a wounded Lance-
Havildar who was lying 60 yards away in the open on the Football Ground. This ground
was at the time over-run with swordsmen and swept by a heavy fire both from the enemy
and our own men who were holding the Sapper lines.”—(London Gazelte, November gth, 1897.)

The first of the three Victoria Crosses won during the war by Stonyhurst men was that
awarded posthumously on November 16th, 1914, to Lieut. Maurice Dease, 4th Bn. Royal
Fusiliers, for bravery at the Battle of Mons, August 23rd, 1914, on which day he was killed in
action. He was the first V.C. of the Great War. This claim is made on the authority of the
War Office (see page 333). A portrait of Lieut. Dease appears with his memoir on another
page, and a special article on The First V.C. of the War on page 334.

Lord Ernest Hamilton, in his book The First Seven Divisions, gives an account of the action in
which Lieut. Dease was killed :—

‘“ At nine o’clock (on August 23rd) the German infantry attack took definite shape, and four
battalions were suddenly launched upon the head of the Nimy bridge on which the two roads
from Lens and Soignies converge. The bridge was defended by a company of the R. Iusiliers
under Capt. Ashburner and a machine gun under Lieut Dease.” After describing the failure
of the first German mass attacks on the bridge—mowed down by rifle and machine gun fire—
the author describes their final assault in extended order which succeeded. ¢ Lieut. Dease,
who was working the machine gun, had already been hit three times. . . . The position
on the Nimy bridge was growing desperate. By the time the R. Fusiliers retired from the
bridge, Dease had now been hit five times and was quite unable to move. Lieut. Steele, the
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only man in the whole section who had not been killed or wounded, caught him up in his
arms and carried him across the fire zone to a place of safety beyond, where he later on
succumbed to his wounds. Dease was posthumously awarded the V.C.”

Captain John Aidan Liddell, grd Bn. Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders,.and Royal Flying
Corps, was awarded the Victoria Cross on August g1st, 1915, for the following feat of pluck and
endurance :—

Severely wounded on July gist, 1915, while flyjng over the German lines in France, though
his right leg was shattered by bullets, he continued flying for thirty-five minutes, landing
safely in the Belgian lines with his observer.

He died of his wounds on August g1st, 1915. Our memoir on another page describes the
incident very completely. He was the fourth airman V.C. of the war.

Captain Gabriel Coury, R.AF., when a Lieutenant in the South Lancs. Regt., was
awarded the Victoria Cross on October 26th, 1916, for the following services. We quote from
the official wording :—

Second Lieut. Gabriel George Coury, S. Lancs. Regt., for most conspicuous bravery. During
an advance he was in command of two platoons ordered to dig a trench from the old firing
line to the position won. By his fine example and utter contempt of danger, he kept up the
spirit of his men and completed his task under intense fire. Later, after his battalion had
suffered severe casualties and the commanding officer had been wounded, he went out in
front of the advanced position in broad daylight and in full view of the enemy, found his
commanding officer, and brought him back to the new advanced trench over ground swept
by machine gun fire.

He not only carried out his original task and saved his commanding officer, but also assisted
in rallying the attacking troops when they were shaken and in leading them forward.

An eyewitness, writing in the Liverpool Post for October goth, 1916, supplies a graphic
description of the rescue of his Colonel :—

We had suffered severely, and numbers of our officers and men lay out in the open wounded.
It blew hurricanes of fire across the open, and it seemed to invite certain death to go there.
Lieut. Coury started out to rescue him under very heavy fire. The enemy’s snipers were
after him from the first, but he ran right on regardless of the hail of bullets, reached the spot
where our commander lay, and, after resting awhile, began to carry him back.

“ The Colonel was a big, heavy man,” Coury told us, “and very plucky. At first he refused
to be rescued. He was afraid I would be hit and kept telling me to drop him and run for it.”
This return journey was one of the most thrilling sights I have ever seen. The enemy redoubled
their efforts to pick off the brave officer as he toiled painfully towards our trench.

Both he and his burden disappeared from sight for a short time and we thought he was
done for.

Then he reappeared, making his way amid a storm of bullets and bursting shells. Several
times he stumbled and we gave him up for lost. Once he fell. We thought he would never
rise again, but rise he did and resumed the terrible journey.

At last he got within a few yards of our trench. We rushed out to meet him. Then there
was another furious gust of fire. Down he went again. Bullets spat and spluttered around
him. Finally, rescuer and rescued were helped into the trench, which was now being subjected
to a very severe artillery fire.

The enemy then attempted a counter-attack, and it was the duty of Lieut. Coury to organise
the defence. This he did with wonderful skill. Undoubtedly he saved the day for us at a
most critical moment.
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Photo by Swaine, 146, New Bond Street, W.

Bric.-GENeraL. EDMUND W. COSTELLO, V.C., CM.G,, CV.0O.,, D.S5.0O.
Born 1873. 0.5, 1884.

Awarded the Victoria Cross in the Malakand Expedition for the rescue of a wounded Lance-Havildar
under heavy fire on the night of July 26th, 1897.
Served in Mesopotamia during the Great War from November, 1914, to April, 1919.
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Without claiming to grade rewards for gallantry in order of merit, it would seem natural
to insert after the winners of the Victoria Cross the names of some of the old Stonyhurst boys
who gained other military distinctions to which special interest attaches.

A bar to the Distinguished Service Order was gained by Lieut.-Col. H. W. D. MacCarthy-
O’Leary, D.S.O., M.C., Royal Irish Fusiliers, and by Major D. G. J. Ryan, D.S.O., of the
Gurkha Rifles. A second bar to the Military Cross was won by Major F. G. Lescher, M.C,,
R.AM.C. A bar to the Military Cross was awarded to the following officers :—Major W. J. W.
Colley, M.C., Bedfordshire Regt. ; Major A. J. Blake, M.C., R.AM.C. ; Captain A. D. Place,
M.C., Royal Irish Regt. ; Captain G. M. McKay, M.C., London Regt.; Captain G. W. B.
Tarleton, M.C., Royal Dublin Fusiliers ; Captain W. P. Oddie, M.C., East Surrey Regt.

The official wording of the awards for these and all other British military decorations will
be found in our Awards List on another page.

An exploit which attracted much public attention at the time may be considered worthy
of special mention here. This was the destruction, by a Stonyhurst airman, of the large German
airship, so well known as the Potter’s Bar Zeppelin, on the night of October 1st, 1916. For
this action Major Wulstan Tempest, D.S.0., M.C., King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry and
R.F.C., was awarded the D.S.O.— In recognition of conspicuous gallantry and devotion to
duty in connection with the destruction of an enemy airship.” (London Gagzette, October 13th,
1916.)

The destruction of this Zeppelin has been ascribed to Major Tempest. In fairness to certain
London anti-aircraft batteries we should, perhaps, add that they also thought they had scored
a hit on the same airship. Their claims, however, do not seem to have met with official
recognition.

The anti-aircraft gunners may, indeed, have got some pellets home, but, under the circum-
stances, who could blame Tempest if he had hailed these rival marksmen with the sportsman’s
comment, “ My bird, gentlemen, I think !>

This achievement and those which won Victoria Crosses are among the more conspicuous
examples of soldierly bravery. But there is a brand of inconspicuous courage—the unflinching
endurance of repressive persecution, threats and prison hardships—which is also well worthy of
our appreciation.

In unofficial war records the claims to notice of our prisoners of war are apt to be passed
over in favour of the more stirring doings of their comrades in the field. Yet their hard lot
surely merits a passing word of recognition.

The Stonyhurst list contains the names of twenty-two prisoners of war. Of these, one, William
Hay, of the 7th Bn. British Columbia Regt., died of the after-effects of wounds, aggravated by
the hardships of a German prison. Two, Lieut. J. Addes, of the 11th Cuirassiers, French Army,
and Pte. H. P. Bloomfield, L. N. Lancs. Regt., effected their escape.

Except in the event of escape, to be taken prisoner would seem to suggest the temporary
eclipse of an active military career, and to interpose, for the time being at least, an insuperable
obstacle to further opportunities of gaining military distinctions.

It is, therefore, both refreshing and rather inspiring to our national pride to learn of instances
in which British prisoners of war rose superior to the disadvantages of their position so con-
spicuously that their indomitable pluck and endurance gained for them after the war official
recognition in the form of military decorations. An outstanding example of this brand of courage
occurred in the case of an old Stonyhurst man, Capt. Cecil Chichester-Constable, of the 1st Bn.
R. Warwickshire Regt., who was captured near Le Cateau on August 27th, 1914, and remained
for four years and three months in various German prison camps.
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From the Painting by Mr. Thomas Batnes,

Capt. GABRIEL COURY, V.C.,
3rRD Bn. THE Soutn LancasHiRE RecT. and RovaL AR Forck.

Born June 13th, 18g6. O.S. 1907-1912.
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His Military Cross was awarded on the votes of his fellow-prisoners. When repatriated, they
were asked by the War Office whom they considered most worthy of recognition. Nearly every
one of Constable’s fellow-prisoners mentioned his name first. The official grounds for his cross
read as follows : ‘“ Awarded in recognition of gallant conduct in attempting to escape captivity.”
During the numerous escapes made by him and his friends, he was thrice recaptured at the
Dutch frontier. These escapes must have implied wonderful ingenuity and resolution, when one
considers the special vigilance he had attracted towards himself, together with punitive confinement
and other severities. One stretch of solitary confinement lasted eighteen months.

We have it on the authority of a British officer, a fellow-prisoner of his, that the Germans
were so exasperated by his repeated efforts to elude them that on two separate occasions they
put him up against a wall in front of a firing party, warning him that he would be shot there and
then unless he renounced any further attempts. Three of his friends had been shot dead
while prison-breaking, and these gaolers seemed very angry and excited.

On one of these occasions some Russian officers, who were placed beside him, overcome by
the realism of this cruel form of bluff, completely broke down and wept. Constable, meanwhile,
stood by unmoved, calmly chewing an apple as he smiled at the levelled rifles. There is something
peculiarly British about this prosaic beau geste. It recalls Admiral Collingwood chewing an apple
on the quarterdeck of his ship as he took her into action at Trafalgar under heavy gunfire. This
evoked Nelson’s comment : ‘ Look at that grand fellow Collingwood.”” Constable’s German
guards were so impressed by his apple-chewing courage that in terms of outspoken admiration
they contrasted the bearing of “ this gallant British officer, who knows that in a moment he will
be shot >’ with the conduct of the poor fellows who had broken down under the ordeal.

Hitherto we have confined ourselves to the mention of some of the more noteworthy deeds
of our soldiers on active service. We can only find space here for a brief reference in general
terms to those who served their country well in civil life at home and abroad.

It goes without saying that much excellent work, directly or indirectly connected with the
war, was done by Stonyhurst men in a civilian capacity.

There were patriotic municipal officials, press censors like the late Charles Edward
Jerningham ; civilian doctors in military hospitals like Dr. E. J. Blackett, O.B.E., and Dr. J. V.
Fox, O.B.E. ; war correspondents like J. M. N. Jefries ; quite elderly men who walked their
beats daily as Special Constables, such as Philip Colley (of whose sons, five served with distinction
at the front, while a sixth, a priest, held a territorial commission at home) ; and earnest war
workers in other departments. They will understand that a record of their services does not
come within the scope of a book such as this. We shall content ourselves with singling out for
mention one example of what might be called conspicuous civic war service. Ernest O’Bryen
was Mayor of Hampstead during a period covering most of the war years.

During his five terms of office he took a prominent part in raising the 183rd Howitzer
Brigade and the 138th and 139th Heavy Batteries of Royal Garrison Artillery.

His services in this and in other spheres of war-work were so widely acknowledged that in
recognition of his merits it was decided to confer on him the honour of knighthood. At the time
he was seriously ill, and by a pathetic stroke of ill-luck he died on the very day when the honour
should have been his. The Royal sympathy for his death took the graceful form of conferring on
his widow, Lady O’Bryen, the style and title of the wife of a knight, as was done in the case of the
widow of Captain Scott, the Antarctic explorer.

Our school war record would be incomplete without a reference to the Stonyhurst Officers’
Training Corps, to which many of our younger fighting men owed so much.
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Photo by Chas. H. Maud & Co., Pontefract.

Major WULSTAN TEMPEST, D.S.0., M.C. (1900), who destroyed the Zeppelin
at Potter’s Bar on the night of October 1st, 1916, with his brothers—
Major WILFRID N. TEMPEST (1goo), seated, who was killed
in action September 25th, 1916 ; Lievt. AELRED TEMPEST
(1885), who was a Sergeant when this photograph was
taken ; and Lieur. EDMUND TEMPEST, who

was also in the Air Service.

XXX1
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As a Cadet Corps attached to the East Lancashire Territorials, it was founded in the year
1900 by the late Father James Robinson, S.]., at that time First Prefect at Stonyhurst, a man of
strong individuality, who left his mark on many College customs and institutions. Father
Robinson was afterwards Vice-Rector of Stonyhurst, which has to thank him for many structural
improvements and his wise administration during the war years.

Later, in the year 1908, the Cadet Corps was raised to the status of an O.T.C. by the then
First Prefect, Father Thomas White, S.]J.

There is no doubt that the O.T.C. reached the climax of its efficiency in the course of the
six years immediately preceding the war, during which .period it was commanded by that very
popular officer, now Colonel S. A. Pearse, D.S.0., then a Major on the Reserve of Officers of the
Indian Army, with which he had done twenty-one years’ service before he came to us.

In the course of the war he commanded the gth Bn. East Lancs. Regt., through the fighting in
Macedonia, where he was severely wounded. His services were rewarded by a D.S.0. and promotion
to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. During his very successful command of the Stonyhurst O.T.C.,
he was ably assisted by an exceptionally efficient drill instructor—Sergeant-Major Marchant,
late R.S.M. of the Hampshire Regiment—together with Major N. Ryan and other capable Corps
officers. These made the O.T.C. what it was—a corps which inspecting generals ranked with
some of the most efficient contingents among the Public Schools.

The Generals commanding the Western Military Division, and their Chiefs of Staff, have
all taken an active personal interest in the Stonyhurst O.T.C., notably that good friend of the
Corps and the College, General Sir Henry MacKinnon, and his Staff Officers, Colonel (now
General) Charles Thompson and Colonel (now General) Sir Guy Bainbridge. The War Office,
always a zealous promoter of School Training Corps, mindful of the influence of personality in
dealing with boys, sent us some of its best officers to inspect them. Of these, such fine soldiers as
the late Major Meiklejohn, V.C., the late Colonel Perceval (killed in action), and Colonel (now
General) May are well remembered at Stonyhurst.

Among these inspecting generals were two old Stonyhurst men ever welcome amongst
us—Brigadier-General Walter Maxwell-Scott and Brigadier-General Roger Tempest.

For the success of their Field Days and general training, our Corps owed much to the Officers
of the East Lancs. Regiment belonging to the Preston Garrison. Best remembered of these is
Colonel (now General) Tom Pearse, who was the first to devise the welcome innovation of sending
out detachments of regular infantry and artillery to take part in our Field Days. We hope that
some of the numerous officers who have helped to inspire our boys with their own fine spirit of
discipline and loyalty to King and country will read with satisfaction this record of its results.

The illustrations of the Stonyhurst O.T.C. which we have inserted in this volume will be
of special interest to old Stonyhurst boys. The photographs were taken in different years during
and after the war.*

With the coming of the war, and the immediate prospect of active service for many, pre-war
interest in the O.T.C. developed into genuine enthusiasm.

Never were drills and manceuvres so eagerly welcomed. Such war-time novelties as bayonet
exercises, and even trench digging, were conducted with quite exemplary ferocity and determination.
Chafing under the strain of waiting till they reached the military age, two boys ran away from
school and enlisted. These enthusiasts were in the present writer’s class at the time. Noticing

* The smaller boys clad in dark blue uniform who appear in these illustrations are the members of what is known
as “ The Junior Corps.’”” This contingent containg all boys who are under age for admission to the regular O.T.C. This
Junior Corps forms a valuable feeder to the Senior Corps, which its cadets enter already trained, thus saving much time
and trouble to themselves and their instructors.
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1.—The March Past.

THE ANNUAL INSPECTION OF THE STONYHURST O.T.C.
By GeneraL Sir HEnry MacKINNON, G.C.B., K.C.v.0., May 22nd, 1915.

2.—General Sir Henry MacKinnon and Major MacConoghey with the Rector (Rev. W. Bodkin) on the General’s left and Father Cortie on his right.
3.—The General Salute.
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their absence, he asked his boys : *° Where is Stephen Massey-Lynch ? ”*  Answer : “ At music.”
* And where is Cecil Leyland ?” Answer : ““ At German.” Alas for the historical accuracy
of schoolboys ! At that very moment the two truants were hurrying hatless across the fields to
the railway station, on their way to enlist in Manchester, with go0s. between them to meet expenses.

After a brief stay at Blackburn to buy hats, they entered a Manchester Recruiting Office,
where they gave their correct ages, 154 and 16, and were promptly turned out as runaways.
Nothing daunted by this set-back, and instructed by a wily recruiting sergeant, they presented
themselves at another recruiting office as a *‘ labourer > and a *‘ groom,” with the fictitious ages
of 18% and 19 respectively, and were at last well and truly enlisted. Thinking they were now
real soldiers, secure from recapture by the enemy, one of them wired the news to his father. This
was their undoing. That father was a man of action. Next morning, on presenting themselves
according to orders before the Colonel Commandant at Heaton Park Camp, they found the
parent with him. Followed a kindly lecture from the Commandant, Colonel Hawes, himself
an old Stonyhurst man. He dismissed them with the order that they were to be taken back to
Stonyhurst by their rescuer, who would beg them off punishment.

This was done, and the only punishment they received was to write accounts of their escapade
for their Sunday morning essays ; and very amusing reading they were. Before the end of the
war both boys had realised their premature ambitions. They obtained their commissions in
the Army.

The School War Memorial took the form of an altar-piece, enshrined in the alcove of a graceful
oriel window, and of new science rooms. The shrine is situated at the end of one of the principal
corridors in the College. It was erected in the year 1922 by Father Edward O’Connor, S.J.,
then Rector of Stonyhurst. Messrs. E. Kirby and Sons, of Liverpool, were the architects, and
the carved marble reredos of the altar was the work of the well-known sculptor, Mr. Gilbert
Ledward.

The names constituting the Roll of Honour of the dead are inserted in the tesselated pavement
upon which the altar stands. Our illustration will supplement this necessarily brief description.

The Stonyhurst War Memorial, together with the Stonyhurst War Record, are the twin tributes
which a grateful school offers to the memory of its sons who fought for their country in the Great
War, some still living and some pro patria mortui.

FRANCIS IRWIN, S.J,,
Late C.F.
Stonyhurst College,
November 4th, 1925.

In some instances, through lack of information, we are unable to extend the courtesy of acknowledgment to
respective photographers in the pages of ‘ Memoirs,”” and to these we offer our apology for such omission.
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ANNUAL INSPECTION OF THE STONYHURST O.T.C.

June s5th, 1919, by BrRIGADIER-GENERAL W. MAXWELL-SCOTT, €.M.G., D.s.0. (O.S. 1885).

1.—The General inspecting, 2.—Physical Drill. 3.—The March Past. The Rector, Rev, E. O’Connor, is behind the General.
3.—Lt,-Col. S. A. Pearse, D.S.0., late O.C. Stonyhurst O.T.C., with Father Bartley.
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Photo by T. Brittain, Johannesburg.

RECRUITING MEETING OUTSIDE JOHANNESBURG TownN HaLL.
Lewis M. HastinGs, M.C. (1892), S. African Light Horse, addressing 7,000 people.

Mr. L. Hastings served through Botha’s campaign in German S.W. Africa, and was later a Major in the Royal Field Artillery in France and Flanders, where he was gassed and

S. Africa he organised a campaign which produced 7,000 recruits in a fortmght.

Before leaving

awarded the Military Cross.
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Lieut. WILFRID GEORGE ALLANSON, Royal Air Force.

Wilfrid Allanson was a boy who won the
His talents
were above the average, and he had a career
of distinction as a student.
into Second Figures in September, 19gog. Each

respect of masters and boys alike.
He came here

yvear of his course he was a prizeman. In
Syntax, in 1912, he gained the first medal ;
in Rudiments, 1910, and Poetry, 1913, the
second medal. In 1912 and 1913 he gained
prizes in Classical Honours, and the first
B.C.A. prize in the latter year.

He passed the Lower Certificate in 1911,
with first classes in Latin and English ; the
School Certificate in 1912, and the Higher
Certificate in 1914. The next year he matricu-
lated at the London University.

In November, 1915, he joined the Inns of
Court O.T.C. (His brother Gerald held a
commission in the M.G.C..)

His preliminary training in the Inns of
Court O.T.C. was at Berkhamstead, where he
passed the Lewis-gun course, obtaining g9 per
In March, 1917,
he was transferred to the Royal Flying Corps.

cent. of the possible marks.

After qualifying at Oxford, he was gazetted
on May 25th, 1917, and shortly afterwards
was attached to the School of Aerial Gunnery,
Hythe, as Pilot Instructor. There is no doubt
that his mental and physical attainments were
much above the average, and had he survived,
he gave every promise of going far in his
profession. He loved flying, and was really a
first-rate pilot.

In March, 1918, he went to France, and on
September 21st he was shot down, while
fighting five hostile machines, at Cassel, in
North France.

His C.O. wrote :—

He was one of the most popular officers there has
ever been in this squadron, and excellent, too, at his
work. I cannot tell you how much we shall miss him.

The following copy of a letter from a Church
of England Chaplain shows the high esteem
in which he was held by the squadron :—

No. 7 Squadron, R.AF.,
October 3vd, 1918.

I have just returned from leave and learn with the
utmost sorrow of the death in action of your somn,
lieut. W. G. Allanson. I cannot find words adequately
to express my grief, but I want to offer you my very

true and heartfelt sympathy, and to tell you how
deeply every member of the squadron feels his loss.

It is no exaggeration to say that everybody loved
him, for he had one of those very attractive dispositions
which won him friends wherever he went. He was
always the same bright, cheery, sympathetic friend,
good all through, and a pillar of strength in the
squadron.

Born in 1897, Lieut. Allanson was the son
of Mr. G. Allanson and Mrs. Allanson, of

“ Belmont,” King’s Avenue, Clapham Park,
London, S.W.

He was laid to rest in the British Cemetery
Belgian
frontier—by the side of his observer, Licut.
W. R. Anderson, who was killed at the same
time.

at Proven—two miles inside the
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Ploto by Webster Bros.

Lieut. WILFRID GEORGE ALLANSON,
RovarL Air Force.

Born 1897. 0.8, 1909.

Killed in an air fight near Cassel, North France, September 21st, 1918.
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JEAN FLICOTEAU, French Army.

From Madame Flicoteau we received news
of the death of her son Jean. in action, before
Verdun, in April, 1916, at the age of 20.
He was only here for a few months before the
war, and he joined the colours in 1914 at the
outbreak of hostilities. He was mentioned in

despatches, and won the Croix de Guerre.
We are told that he had the most loyal remem-
brance of the few months he spent as a student
at Stonyhurst.

He was the son of M. and Mme. Flicoteau,
of 59, Rue de Grenelle, Paris.

Lieut. MICHELE AMOROSO, 95th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Lieut. Amoroso, son of the late Mr. Michele
Amoroso, shipbroker, of Liverpool, and Mrs.
Amoroso, of ‘‘ Ellerslie,” New Brighton, was
killed in action on July 3rd, 1916, aged 24 years.
He was educated at Stonyhurst College, and
was a member of the Racket and Liverpool
Ramblers football clubs. He joined the Liver-
pool Scottish on August 4th, 1914, and after
three months’ training in Edinburgh, obtained
a commission in the R.F.A. He was sent to the
front on September 1st, 1915, and went through
the battle of Loos, where he distinguished
himself, and was promoted Licutenant.

Lieut. Amoroso served continuously for over
ten months with the R.F.A. in France, and
took part in much heavy fighting.

His fighting record during the last few days
of his life had been distinguished by several
acts of conspicuous bravery.

On July 1st, Lieut. Amoroso, with a brother
officer, succeeded in bringing in wounded men
over the front line parapet under heavy fire.

On July 2nd, with great coolness and
thoroughness, he ran his telephone wire out
over a shell-swept area in front of our troops,
establishing connection with an advanced post
of importance known as the  Crucifix.”
Owing to the care with which his line was

laid, communication with his battery was
never interrupted throughout the day. In the
evening he led a small party of bombers, and
cleared the *“ Crucifix > trench for a distance
of a hundred yards beyond the point designed
as an artillery observation post near Fricourt.

Next day, July grd, working parties were
being worried by snipers close in front of his
trench. To investigate this annoyance, Lieut.
Amoroso took charge of a machine gun, which
he worked until he was killed by a sniper at
the close range of thirty yards.

His brother officers and men were keenly
affected by his loss. His unflinching devotion
to duty, and notably the way in which he was
always ready to sacrifice his own convenience
to relieve others of irksome duties, had made
him a general favourite.

The expression of his face in repose, as seen
in our illustration, might convey an impression
of sternness. But in reality his was a merry
nature, always kindly and equable. Thus he
is remembered by the many Stonyhurst friends,
who regret his untimely end.

The Chaplain who buried him, and knew him
well, bears testimony to the high character he
bore, his personal attachment to the practices
of his religion, and his zeal for the religious

welfare of his men.
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Lirur. MICHELE AMOROSO,
95TH BRricaDE, RovaL Fierp ARTILLERY.

Born 1892, 0.S. 1904.

Killed in action near Fricourt, in France, July 3rd, 1916, at the
Battle of Albert, 1916, first of the Battles of the Somme, 1916.
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Lieut. GEORGE ARCHER-SHEE, 3rd Bn. (attached 1st Bn.) The South

Staffordshire Regt.

The death of this young officer, so well known
and popular at Stonyhurst, caused deep regret
to his many College friends. Our sympathy
is intensified by the recollection of the very
trying ordeal he had to pass through some
years ago as a boy cadet at Osborne, where
he was mistakenly accused and dismissed on a
charge of petty theft. During the legal pro-
ceedings which followed, it will be remembered
that the College authorities, who knew him
well, and were convinced of his innocence,
sent representatives to give evidence in court
as to the high character he had always borne
as a boy at Stonyhurst.

The details of the trial—the cause celcbre of
the year—and the subsequent debates on it in
Parliament are so well known that we need
not recall them here. They resulted in what
every newspaper in the country described
as “a complete vindication of his character.”
He received an ample apology from Mr.
McKenna, then First Lord of the Admiralty,
and was awarded £7,000 damages.

After leaving Osborne he was welcomed back
to Stonyhurst, where he remained till of age
to enter the Army. It is pleasant to recall the
fact that not only did his schoolfellows at
Stonyhurst believe him guiltless of the charge,
but that his fellow-cadets at Osborne were
unanimously in his favour.

The newspapers, in recording his death,
one and all concurred in tributes of special
sympathy.

The Daily Mail, under the heading ““ Romance
of a Hero,” concluded with the words, *“ Driven
from the Navy by injustice, Lieut. Archer-Shee
has won fame and honour in the Army, and—
he has served his country well.”

The following notice is from The Times :—

“ Lieut. George Archer-Shee, 1st Bn. The
South Staffordshire Regt., who was killed near
Ypres on October gist, aged 19} years, was
the younger son of the late Martin Archer-Shee
and Mrs. Archer-Shee, of Woodchester,

Gloucester. He joined the Naval
College, Osborne, in 1908, but was removed

Royal

in circumstances which afterwards formed the
subject of legal proceedings in the King’s
Bench, the result of which was the complete
vindication of his character.

Colonel Ovens, C.M.G., the officer com-
manding the 1st Bn. The South Staffordshire
Regt., writes of him to his mother :--

‘ He was a most promising young officer, and in the
short time he was in the 1st Bn. The South Staffordshire
Regt. he earned the love and respect of both officers
and men, and by his bravery and example contributed
largely to the success of the battalion in the actions
near Ypres.””’

Although the evidence of his death on
October gist, at Klein Zillebeke, near Ypres,
was confirmed later, his relatives and friends
had been kept in suspense as to his fate from
October to May, during which period his name
had been officially posted as ** missing.”

By all accounts received from his brother
officers and the men of his regiment, he had
borne himself with special gallantry throughout
the fighting in which he took part.

His death at the Battle of Gheluvelt is thus

described in a letter from an officer of the 1st
Bn. The South Staffordshire Regt. at Ypres,

to Major Archer-Shee :—
Jan. 14th, 1915.

It seems that during the retirement of the Division
he was in charge of a platoon in an exposed portion
of the line; other units of other corps, it seems, had
received orders to retire, but the order had not reached
him. Someone, it is said, pointed out to him that the
units on ecach side of him were retiring; he replied
that he did not care what they did, but no one of his
men was to retire till he gave them orders to do so,
and so they held on against great odds.

Later a message seems to have reached him, for he
gave the order to the men to retire as best they could.
He, it is said, was the last to retire, and a man, since
killed, reported that he looked round and saw him
lying face downwards on the ground, motionless, as
though killed instantly, his head towards the enemy.
He earned the highest opinions of his brother officers,
and his loss is most keenly felt by all who knew him.

He was such a charming and interesting young fellow,
and had seen such a lot of the world for his years,
that he was a most pleasant companion at all times
and made many friends.
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Photo by H. J. Comley, Stroud.

Lirur. GEORGE ARCHER-SHEE,
3RD BN. (attached 1st Bn.) THE SourH STAFFORDSHIRE REGT.
Born May 6th, 1895. 0.S. 1905.

Killed in action at Klein Zillebeke, in Flanders, October
31st, 1914, during the Battle of Gheluvelt, second of
the Battles of Ypres, 1914.
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Capt. OSWALD J. BAMFORD, 1st/6th Bn. The North Staffordshire Regt.

Oswald Bamford came to Stonyhurst in
1894, at the age of 17, with his brother Julian,
later a military Chaplain. His brother Henry
had preceded him to Stonyhurst two vyears
previously, and since their day the family has
been well represented at the College by other
relatives of the same name.

At school, Oswald is remembered as a
serious-minded, sensible boy of determined
character and genial disposition. He was just
the sort of boy who would develop later into
a shrewd manager of men — industrious,
thoughtful and businesslike.

He was the second son of Mr. S. B. Bamford,
senior partner in the well-known Uttoxeter
firm of manufacturers of agricultural en-
gineering implements, whose machines have a
world-wide celebrity.

Oswald had a natural bent for mechanical
engineering, and on leaving College he entered
with enthusiastic interest into the work of the
firm and soon established his position as a
valuable and influential partner in the business.

With his elder brother Henry he had joined
the Uttoxeter Territorial Company some years
before the war, commanding the Company as
Lieutenant on his brother’s retirement. In
Ocober, 1914, he was promoted Captain. He
had been in France since August, 1915, in
command of “B” Company, 1st/6th Bn. The
North Staffordshire Regt., and had seen much
service with them in the trenches during the
two months which preceded the fight in which
he fell at the head of his men.

He left a widow and two children.

With his men, many of whom were his own
employees in his ironworks, he was universally
popular, and his senior officers had a high
opinion of his military capacity.

In a letter to his father, Mr. S. B. Bamford,
his C.O., Col. R. F. Ratcliff, thus describes his
death in front of the Hohenzollern Redoubt :—

Oswald was a brave and plucky officer who did his
duty really well. We had orders to advance against
the German trenches, and were met by a fearful rifle

and machine gun fire, which laid low so many of our
men.

The following extract from the Utloxeter
Advertiser describes in brief the circumstances
of his gallant death on October 13th, 1915 :—

¢ Letters from the front give glowing accounts
of the heroic conduct of the late Capt. Oswald
Bamford, commanding the Uttoxeter Company
of the Burton Battalion, who so gallantly led
his men in the face of a withering fire during
the recent charge of the 6th North. On the
order being given for the men to charge,
Captain Bamford, leaping on to the parapet of
the trenches, cried, ‘ Come on, lads,” and
dashed forward at the head of his men. He
had not gone far, however, before he fell, and
Corpl. J. Fradley, a Uttoxeter soldier, who
saw service in the South African War, went
to his assistance, but was himself shot down.”

His popularity in his native county was well
attested by the numerous Press notices in the
local papers, which spoke of him in terms of
high praise.

The following, from the Burton Chronicle for
October 28th, 1915, may be taken as an
example :—

“The sad news of the death of Capt. O. J.
Bamford, who was killed in the recent British
attack, will be received by his many friends
with deep sorrow and regret. He was educated
at Stonyhurst, and like so many of his College
friends, has fallen in the titanic struggle. He
was the second son of Mr. S. B. Bamford, J.P.,
senior member of Messrs. Bamfords, agricultural
engineers, Uttoxeter, in which firm he took an
active part in the management of the works,
particularly in the engineering branch. He
became attached to the Territorials in 1909, and
was gazetted Captain about twelve months ago.
He went out to France in August last, when
he took over the command of ‘B’ Company
of the 1st/6th Bn. The North Staffordshire
Regt., and was immensely popular. The many
letters the family have received from the
Colonel down to the men in the ranks are
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Cart. OSWALD J. BAMFORD,
1sT/6TH BN. THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE REGT.

Born April 25th, 1877. 0.S. 1894.

Killed in action at the Hohenzollern Redoubt, in France, October 13th,
1915.
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Capt. OSWALD J. BAMFORD—continued.

all in the same vein—he was a brave and
plucky ofiicer, and died a true soldier. He
was highly esteemed by a wide circle of friends
throughout the county. He was a prominent
member of the
Uttoxeter, and in the new church recently
built in that town by his father, he leaves a
lasting memorial in the form of a beautiful
mosaic altar, the cost of which he and his
brother, Mr. H. B. Bamford, contributed.”

A letter to his wife from a military Chaplain,

Catholic congregation at

dated October 17th, 1915, shows that Captain
Bamford was well prepared to face death :—

In a little country church we assembled ¢ to make our
souls ”” and prepare in our Master’s company to face the
danger. Capt. Bamford came forward and served my
Mass that morning and went to his duties with many
others. It was in the early phase of the attack that
he fell shot, and died immediately. They afterwards
recovered his body, and buried him with many of his
companions. We had a little chat in the sacristy after
Mass was over, and knowing the danger he was going
into, he said: ““If I am called this time, Padre, you
have prepared me well; I trust all in God now.”

2nd Lieut. RAYMUND BINNS, 3rd Bn. (attached 8th Bn.) The Yorkshire Regt.

The letter written by Raymund Binns’
Colonel, announcing his death to his widow,
a fine soldier,” who died
“ whilst assaulting the enemy’s position, which

13

described him as

the battalion eventually captured.”

His death was instantancous—a bullet through the
head.

A Dbrother officer, describing his bearing
during the attack in which he met his death,

on the evening of July 1oth, 1916, said :—

He was perfectly splendid, and the men followed him
wherever he went. The men of his platoon carried
him back to Becourt cemetery outside Albert and
gave him a burial any soldier might be proud of. He
was the bravest platoon commander I have had.

At the time when the bullet struck him he
was leading the bombers of the battalion.
His men had just captured the first trench.
His soldier servant, who supplied these details,
spoke feelingly of his affection for his officer
and of the regard felt for him by all the men
in his platoon.

At the outbreak of war Lieut. Binns, though
married and successfully embarked on his
career as an artist, unhesitatingly gave up his
happy home and congenial work to join the
Army.
a bit heroic,” he observed quietly to a near

“1I feel the times call for something

relative who was discussing the sacrifice he
had made.
The artist friend, with whom he worked and

who was much attached to him, wrote thus :

When Fr. John Gerard sent Raymund Binns with a
letter of introduction, his name was familiar to me as
figuring very frequently among the winners of the
drawing prizes at Stonyhurst; and it was a pleasure
to pass him along from the uncongenial surroundings
of an office in the city to the Art and Book Company.

Attendance at evening classes soon gave him greater
facility in draughtsmanship, and when 1 moved into
the country to work with stained glass in more pleasant
surroundings, he very gladly joined me. He was at
all times a well tried friend. He was keen in work or
at play, clean-minded and cheery, a Catholic through
and through, and an honour to the College of his
upbringing.

I have not seen his equal in diving, and he was a
fine swimmer and a capital forward at hockey.

The time came when his artistic ability had outrun
the work I could lay before him. In London he was
rapidly making a name for himself by the dignity and
well-ordered balance of his designs and letterings.
Not the least happy of these arc the drawings which
form the design still used for the cover of the Stonyhurst
Aagazine, and the delightful end papers of the book
of views of Stonyhurst.

Lieut. Binns was born in 1884, and entered
Stonyhurst in 18g7. He was the son of the
late Dr. Binns and of Mrs. Binns, of East
Bergholt.
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onp Lieur. RAYMUND L. BINNS,
3rD Bn. (attached 8th Bn.) THE YORKSHIRE REGT.

Born March 21st, 1884. 0O.S. 1897.

Killed in action in France, near Ovillers—La Boisselle, July 10th, 1916,
at the Battle of Albert, 1916, first of the Battles of the
Somrme, 1916,
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Lieut.-Col. ARTHUR LOUIS BICKFORD, C.I.E., 56th Punjab Rifles.

The Times for March 13th, 1916, contains
the following notice of Major Bickford :—

“ Major Arthur Louis Bickford, C.1.E.,
56th Rifles, F.F., died on March 8th of wounds
received in Mesopotamia. Born in October,
1870, he was the second son of Admiral A. K.
Bickford, C.M.G., and the late Mrs. Bickford,
of * The Grange,” Uckfield, and was educated
at Stonyhurst. He received his first appoint-
ment in the Royal West Surrey Regt. in 1892,
and in the following year joined the Indian
Staff Corps. He was promoted Captain in the
Indian Army in 1gor and Major in rgro. He
served in the Tirah Expedition, 1897-8, and
was awarded the medal with two clasps, and
in 1906 commanded a detachment of the
Khyber Rifles, who captured a raiding gang

in the Kajuri Plain, north-west frontier of

India, for which he received the thanks of the
Government of India. He was in command
of the Khyber Rifles in the Bazaar Valley
ixpedition, 1908, and for his services, which
were mentioned in despatches, he was promoted
Major by brevet and awarded the medal with
clasp. From 1910 to 1913 he was commander
of the Khyber Rifles, and in August, 1914,
was appointed D.AA.G., 1st (Peshawar)
Division. He was created a C.I.LE. in 1911.”

“Touis” Bickford, as he was known at
Stonyhurst, came to the College in 1883 with
his elder brother Andrew. He was just the
right sort of British schoolboy—merry, active,
and as hard as nails. His good-natured and
buoyant disposition made him many {riends
among his school-mates, who were very sorry
to lose him when he left us, before completing
his College course, in order to take up special
preparation for the Army entrance examination.
The goal of his ambition was the Indian Army,
in which he obtained a commission from the
West Surrey Regt. in 1892. From that year
till the outbreak ot the Great War he had led
the strenuous life of a soldier on the north-west
frontier of India.

How well this career suited him might be

gathered from his appearance when he re-
visited Stonyhurst in 19og. He surprised all
his old friends, who had not seen him since
his schooldays, by his youthful, active mien
and superabundant vitality. The bracing air
of the Afghan frontier, and the physical and
mental alertness bred of a life of continual
border warfare against astute and treacherous
frontier tribes, had helped to make him what
he was—a professional fighting man, who
thoroughly knew and loved his business, and
throve on it withal. His descriptions of his
share in numerous border raids and punitive
expeditions, light-heartedly alluded to, as if
they were so many sporting excursions, were
characteristic of the fine spirit of our Indian
frontiersmen. That he was considered a
capable officer, well versed in all the moves
of the game, 1s evidenced by the important
commands held by him.

In 1898 he served through the Tirah cam-
paign with his regiment, the 56th Punjabis.
As Major, he commanded the Khyber Rifles
at their headquarters at Jamrud-—always a
storm-centre when the border tribes are on
the rove.

In the Bazaar Valley Expedition, 1908, he
led this same corps to victory with conspicuous
success, and was mentioned in despatches and
promoted Major. The Khyber Rifles are
recruited from the toughest elements among
the Afghan border thieves. Such men require
a strong hand on the curb in peace and a
bold leader in the field. A stern disciplinarian
and a stark fighter, Bickford was a Sahib after
their own hearts, and his crew of hall-tamed
caterans worshipped him.

It was on the principle of “set a thief to
catch a thief ” that a detachment of his Khyber
men was selected, in 1906, to deal with a par-
ticularly troublesome gang of Afridi marauders
which had terrorised a portion of the north-west
frontier for some months, and exhibited sur-
prising resourcefulness in eluding capture. The
command of the detachment was entrusted to
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Luiur.-CoroneL ARTHUR LOUIS BICKFORD, C.I.E.,
56TH PuUNJaBIS.

Born 1850. 0.S. 1883.

Died March gth, 1916, of wounds received in action on March 8th,
in the Attack on the Dujaila Redoubt, during the Second Attempt
to Relieve Kut.



14 MEMOIRS

Lt.-Col. ARTHUR LOUIS BICKFORD, C.1.E.—conlinucd

Capt. Bickford, and he was given a free hand
in conducting his arrangements. With great
skill and secrecy, Bickford gathered his informa-
tion and set a trap for the outlaws.

Ambushed when at rest in a jungle in the
Kajuri Plain, the raiders were taken completely
by surprise, and killed or captured to a man,
after some very pretty hand-to-hand fighting,
in which Bickford himself plied a bayonet and
revolver, and enjoyed himself hugely, to the
complete satisfaction of his admiring followers.

For this exploit he received the thanks of
the Government of India.

On the occasion of his visit to Stonyhurst
in 19og, the Editor of the Stonyhurst Magazine
tried to extract from him a written description
of the incident, but was put off with a promise
that the account would be written later, when
lapse of time should render such a description
free from the imputation of boasting.

Mcanwhile he sent to the Editor an in-
teresting article describing a six weeks’ sojourn
in Kashmir in pursuit of big game, which
appeared in the Stonyhurst Magazine for October,
1909, under the title, *“ My First Snow Leopard.”

In the Lascha Khel expedition Major Bickford
was again in command of the Khyber Rifles,
and was mentioned in despatches.

In rgr1 he was created a Companion of the
Order of the Indian Empire (C.I.E.).

When, in 1914, his term of command of the
Khyber Rifles was completed, he was im-
mediately placed on the Divisional Staff of
the Peshawar Division, receiving the important
staff appointment of Deputy-Assistant-Adjutant-
General, a post which he held until the welcome
orders came for him to proceed with his
regiment to join the army of General Townshend
in Mesopotamia. The heavy fighting and
unparalleled hardships endured by this gallant
army, contending for so long against superior
Turkish forces, is well known to all our readers.
That Major Bickford’s regiment, the 56th
Punjabis, had a large share in all the fighting
is only too clear from their heavy list of casualties
i this, the second attempt to relieve Kut.

He fell shot through the head while leading

a charge on the Turkish lines, and lingered on
for some hours ; even his vigorous constitution
succumbed to the effects of his wound, aggra-
vated, probably, by unhealthy surroundings
and the deficiency of medical supplies. His
end came just at the very stage when the
prospect of rapid promotion seemed to be
opening out before him.

When he was brought in wounded, his
brother Maurice, an oflicer of the 5q9th Rifles
(Frontier Force) went to see him. I found
him lying on a stretcher. He was unconscious,
and breathing heavily. He was shot through
the head about 4 p.m. on the 8th, during the
attack on the Dujaila Redoubt. Poor Arthur
died about midnight on the gth.”

His Brigadier added :—

He was shot through the head while the 56th were
leading a most gallant assault. He was in command
of the 56th at the time. To me his loss is terrible.
He was such an old friend with whom [ have never had
a disagreement. He was such a splendid soldier and
absolutely invaluable to all of us.

Father Peal, S.]., Chaplain of the 1st Con-
naught Rangers, buried him :—

I gave him Extreme Unction and his brother and 1
buried him in a field on the banks of the Tigris. No
cross or mound marks the spot. This precaution is
necessary, as the Arabs are wont to cxhume bodies,
and strip and mutilate them.

In the title of this notice we have given him
his “Brevet” rank of Lieut.-Colonel.

He had been in command of his battalion
for some time before the date of the action in
which he was fatally wounded.

In him the Indian Army lost a most promising
oflicer, whose rise to high command was
regarded as certain, and Stonyhurst a very
loyal alumnus, sincerely attached to his College
and to the circle of old friends there, with
whom he corresponded regularly.

An old friend wrote of him :

There was a certain manly simplicity about his
character which everyone liked.

His sense of duty was strong and clearly
defined. For him, in the pithy formula of
the Indian native soldier, *“ a hookum (command)
was a hookum,” whether the command came
from his C.O. or his Church, and both were
obeyed by him promptly, without talk or fuss.
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Rifleman CECIL CHESTER-WALSH, 1/5th (City of London) Bn. The London Regt.

Cecil Chester-Walsh was born in 1897, and
came to Stonyhurst in September, 1908,
whither his elder brother, James (Lieutenant
R.A.F.), and Henry (Lieutenant R.H.A.) had
preceded him. At school he is remembered
as a shy, quiet boy, rather delicate in health,
but merry and companionable. He did not
remain to complete the school course.

It was a surprise to those who knew him at
College as a boy of somewhat frail physique,
that he had been able to pass the doctors for
military service. That he succeeded was due
in large measure, no doubt, to the *“ grit > and
energy he threw into the exercises in physical
training, which were to prepare him for the
career he had set his heart on following.

Finally, he entered the ranks of the

ist/5th Bn. London Regt., and, after a
few months’ training with them in England,
went to France late in 1916. He was then
attached to the London Irish Rifles, and
served with them on the Ypres sector during
the winter and summer of 1917. After the
battle of Langemarck on August 16th, 1917,
his name was posted as ‘‘ missing.” Sub-
sequently it was ascertained that he had been
killed in action on that occasion.

By the men of his battalion he was well
liked, and with his commanding officers he
held a reputation for courage and efficiency.

Cecil Chester-Walsh was the third son of
Mr. Richard Chester-Walsh and Mrs. Chester-
Walsh, of Williamstown House, Castlebelling-
ham, Co. Louth, Ireland.

Cadet JAMES DE B. DOMVILLE, Royal Flying Corps.

A correspondent has sent us a copy of the
Montreal Standard for October 6th, from which
we extract the following account of the death
and funeral of Cadet James de Beaujeu
Domville, who was accidentally killed in a
flying accident at Camp Mohawk, Canada, on
September 13th, 1917 -

“'The funeral took place on September 17th,
from St. James’ Cathedral, Montreal, of Cadet
James de¢ Beaujeu Domville, of the Royal
I'lying Corps, who was accidentally killed on
September 1gth, at Camp Mohawk. Few
more sad events have recently occurred than
the death of this young man, for he was
only 17 years old. He combined in his
character the best qualities of the well-known
families and of the two great races of which
he was a descendant, and those who knew and

loved him were sure that a promising future
awaited him.”

James de Domuville was born in 1g9oo. He
was educated at Fribourg, Switzerland, Stony-
hurst College (to which he came in 1913), and
Lennoxville College, Quebec.

A company of the 5th Bn. Royal Highlanders,
under the command of Lieut. Molson, acted
as Guard of Honour and firing party, and the
N.C.O.s of the 17th Duke of York Hussars
as pall bearers.

The body was received at the Cathedral by
Mgr. Gauthier, and the solemn and impressive
service of the Catholic Church was conducted
by Father Valentine Breton, of the Franciscan
Order.

James de Domville was the son of the late
Mr. J. W. Domville and of Mrs. Domville, of
Hutcheson Street, Montreal, Canada.
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Capt. VALENTINE CHARLES BLAKE, 1st Bn. Irish Guards.

“ Capt. Valentine Charles Joseph Blake,
1st Bn. Irish Guards, was the second son
of the late Valentine Joseph Blake and Mary,
only daughter of Charles, third Baron de
Freyne. He was born at Castlemore, Co.
Mayo, and educated at Stonyhurst, and Trinity
College, Dublin.

He joined the Royal Irish Constabulary in
1908, and was commanding No. 4 Company
at their depot in Phoenix Park when war was
declared.

He volunteered and received a Captaincy
in the Irish Guards in October, 1914. He
was quartered at Warley Barracks and Caterham
until he went to France, in May, 1915, where
he was shot through the heart while superin-
tending the fixing of wire entanglements in
front of his trenches on the morning of Iriday,
January 28th.”’—-The Times, February 1oth,
1916.

All who knew Val Blake at Stonyhurst, to
which he came in 1899, at the age of 14, will
deeply regret his death, and sympathise with
the members of his family on the loss of one
whose honourable career and fine character
had endeared him to everyone.

Several generations of the family were
educated at Stonyhurst. The grandfather,
father, uncles and brothers of Val Blake were
all Stonyhurst men.

Val himself did not stay to complete the
College course, leaving Stonyhurst from the
Class of Grammar to enter Trinity College,
Dublin, from which he passed the competitive
examination for the Royal Irish Constabulary.

Universally popular as he was while a boy
here, owing to his good-natured and manly
character and great charm of manner, we can
well understand the keen regret expressed by
all ranks of the R.I.C. at the news of his death.

To secure the respect and affection of the
country people, while retaining the confidence
of his commanding officers and the local civil
authorities, demands no ordinary degree of
tact on the part of a District Inspector of the

Royal Irish Constabulary, as those know who
have lived in Ireland, and more particularly
in County Kerry.

The tributes of genuine sympathy received
by the members of Val Blake’s family from
the Police Authorities, from magistrates of
various Petty Sessions, and from the humble
folk of the country, whom he understood so
well, bore testimony to his efficiency as a
police officer and to his discerning sympathy
with the country people committed to his firm
and kindly rule.

His love of his country and its people, a
lively sense of humour, and the tastes inherited
from a long line of sporting squires of the
West, would appeal to a peasantry who keenly
appreciate such qualities. He was, moreover,
the straightest and most reliable of men, and
warm-hearted withal. Even that section of
his countrymen who are supposed to be
constitutionally ““ agin the Government,” and
affect to regard the ‘“ Peeler ” as the embodi-
ment of official tyranny, were unable to withhold
their appreciation and respect for him.

Men with such a record make the best type
of officer, and we are not surprised to find
that on volunteering for the Army he promptly
received a Captaincy. During the course of
his regimental training in England, and later
at the front, he impressed all ranks as a very
capable soldier, “ much liked by his brother
officers and genuinely popular with his men,
and consequently a good disciplinarian—a
combination which I have always considered
ideal,” said his commanding officer.

The extracts from letters which we print
below, received from his Colonel and brother
officers and others, contain some very striking
tributes of appreciation.

His Colonel wrote of him :—-

Your son is the first officer that I have lost since 1
commanded the Battalion, and I have no hesitation
in saying quite sincerely that both as an othcer and as
a man I shall miss him more than almost any other.

In case you care to know the circumstances—shortly
after midnight last night he went in front of our
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Photo by Wesion, Sloane Street.

Capr. VALENTINE CHARLES BLAKE,

1sT BN. Irisu GUARDs.
Born December 17th, 188s. 0.S. 1899.

Killed in action at Rouge Croix, near Neuve Chapelle, France, on January
28th, 1916.
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Capt. VALENTINE CHARLES BLAKE —continued.

trenches to point out exactly where his men were to
fix new wire entanglements, accompanied by Lieut.
Hanbury and a party of men. So far as is known they
were not seen by the enemy, who were some 200
vards away, but a stray bullet struck him right through
the heart, and he died instantaneously. His body was
brought in, and he is being buried, with two of our men,
who were also killed during the night, about a mile
back from the line, this afternoon. The grave will be
properly marked, being in an officially recognised
cemetery, rather more than a mile north of the village
of Neuve Chapelle, near Rouge Croix, one mile south of
Laventie (Rue du Bacquerot Cemetery).

A Military Chaplain, Fr. Knapp, D.S.0O,,
M.C., wrote :—

He was killed early this morning while on duty. I
cannot hope to console you in your great grief, but it
will be a consolation to you to know that your son
was well prepared. He came to Confession and Holy
Communion on Christmas Day. 1 can also assure you
that his loss is deeply felt by all, and you have their
sincere sympathy.

A brother officer added :—

His men were devoted to him. Sergt.-Major Moyles
said to me this morning on behalf of the non-
commissioned officers and men, that they had rather
it had been one of themselves that had been hit.

The Adjutant of his battalion spoke of him

as follows :- -
I have known your son ever since he came to this

battalion last May. I have had plenty of opportunities
of seeing how brave and capable he was. 1 can assure
you he was loved and admired by all ranks in his
company.

The Officer Commanding Regimental Head-
Irish Guards, Buckingham Gate,

London, S.W., wrote testifying to his efliciency

quarters,

and also his popularity : -

In the short time he has served with us your son
earned the reputation of a first-rate officer, and he was
personally most popular in the regiment, and will be
very greatly missed.

The Inspector-General, Royal Irish Con-

stabulary, expressed his appreciation thus:--
I regarded him as one of the most promising officers
in the force, and early in his career I selected him for
duty at our depot as a Company Commander, as [
felt sure that he could not fail to exercise the best of
influence among his men, owing to his smartness on
parade, the high standard of duty he always set before
himself, and the charm of his personal manner. I
felt satisfied that when he joined the Irish Guards he
would do the greatest credit to the force, and this has
been the case. 1 have heard repeatedly from Col.
Proby, lLord de Vesci, and others in the regiment,
how glad they were to have him with them, and his
death while employed in front of the parapet laying
down some wire, has caused great sorrow among the
officers and men of the Irish Guards, who knew him.

2nd Lieut. DAVID CHALMERS BURNS,

Lieut. David Chalmers Burns, who fell in
action on October 1st, 1918, was the second
son of Mr. and Mrs. David Burns, of Birch
Lodge, Wimbledon, and formerly of Valparaiso,
Chile, where he was born in 1898.
educated at Wimbledon College and Stony-
hurst, returning to the Army Class at
Wimbledon College to prepare for the Royal
Military College, Sandhurst, from which he
was gazetted in December, 1917, to the Black
Watch, proceeding to the front in July, 1918.

He was active in College sports, acquiring
a reputation as an excellent all-round athlete,

He was

and also at the camp in Ireland, where he was
temporarily posted for training to a battalion
of his regiment. ‘It was,” as his Company

Commander wrote later, ““ greatly owing to his

8th Bn. The Black Watch.

successful efforts that my company won the
Inter-Company Shield for most points in the
Regimental Sports.”

The same officer said of him that he was
“very keen and intelligent, and fond of his
work.”

“During the few months of his service
abroad he proved a most efficient platoon
officer, endearing himself to the men with
whom he was in contact, and to his fellow
as is testified by letters to his parents.
His Company Commander wrote: I have

k]

officers,’

lost my best comrade and most promising
officer ” ; and a fellow subaltern: 1 cannot
sufficiently express my sympathy for your great
loss. He was a good friend of mine, and his
men loved him as well as all of the officers.”
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2np Lirur. DAVID CHALMERS BURNS

8t BN. THE Brack WATCH.

>

Born 1898. 0.8, 1914.

Killed in action, October 1st, 1918, at Slypskappelle, in Flanders,
during the Battle of Ypres, 1918.
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2nd Lieut. DAVID CHALMERS BURNS-——continued.

As to the manner of his death, at the Battle

of Ypres, 1918, his battalion C.O. wrote :—

Until he was killed by rifle or machine gun fire, he
led his platoon right gallantly.. We were advancing
through a wood, and he had been hit in the leg. This
wound he had evidently just bandaged up, when he
was hit in the head. 1 do not think he suffered any
pain from the last wound, and his spirit of determined
leadership overcame what he felt from the first. His
work with the battalion was of first-rate order, and
I can personally assure you his powers of command
and leadership were reflected in his platoon, which was
one of the best, and while any of his lads are in it your
lad’s memory will not be forgotten in the platoon.
They have done well since your boy fell, and I know
how much of their success rests on what he taught
them, and how he led them.

To this is added :—

Be really assured we do feel for you. We know how
we miss his cheery presence, and in some measure that
helps us to understand the loss you have sustained.

He was buried in a little clearing by the
wood where he fell and re-interred in
Slypskappelle churchyard.

The extracts from the following letters show
the esteem in which he was held by his brother

officers.

Copy of a letter received from the Rev. W.
Kennedy, C.F., by his mother

He was killed instantaneously by a bullet near the
little village of Slypskappelle, about ten miles east of
Ypres. I am so glad to be able to confirm the news
you have already received as regards his preparation
for death and burial. He was a most exemplary boy
in every way, and I can hardly tell you that his un-
expected death was a great shock to me, as he was an
example of piety and virtue, and consequently, his
influence made itself felt amongst the Catholics of the
battalion, and especially those in his own company.
He served my mass, and was at Confession and Com-
munion a few days before his death.

A brother officer wrote :—

I knew your son very well, as I was at Sandhurst
with him. We left at the same time, and were again
at the Curragh together, and later in Irance. 1 saw
him the day before he was hit. I and my platoon were
filling up a gap between him and the Belgians. This
was late in the day, on September 29th. . . . We
launched an attack at 11 o’clock a.m. on September
3oth. The machine gun fire was exceptionally heavy,
and we had no barrage. . . . I found myself in the
centre and not in touch with the right. I then noticed
the right retiring, and soon after got orders to retire
myself. 1t was then I learnt that your poor son had
been killed. . . . He was a good friend of mine, and [

know his men also loved him, as well as all the officers.

“ David,” his mother wrote, * loved Stony-
hurst College, and I heard him say that the
time he spent there was the happiest time he
had ever had.”

2nd Lieut. TREVOR J. CLANCEY, 2nd

Born in 1893, Trevor Clancey was the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Clancey, of Windsor Terrace,
Rangoon, Burma. He came to Stonyhurst
in 1909 from India, where he had had some
preliminary years of schooling.

After four years with us, during which his
cheery, good-natured disposition made him
many friends, he left the School to enter
Sandhurst in 1913. Gazetted to a commission
in the Border Regt., he was sent to France
during the carly months of the war, and was
with his battalion, heavily engaged with the
enemy during the course of the first long-drawn

struggle at Ypres. He was a keen soldier, and

Bn. The Border Regt.

accounted one of the smartest subalterns in
his battalion.

His regiment formed part of the 7th Division
entrusted with the task of turning the right of
the German army opposite it.  On this Division
fell the brunt of the fighting that marked the
earlier stages of the Battle of Gheluvelt.

The 2nd Borderers suftered severely from the
barrage put down by the enemy to arrest the
turning movement taking place to the south-
east of Ypres, and on October 28th, 1914,
Lieut. Clancey was struck down and killed,
together with many others of his platoon, by
a burst of shrapnel.
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o2np Lirvur. TREVOR J. CLANCEY,
oND BN. Tie BorbpeEr REGT.

Born June, 1893. 0.S. 1909.

Killed in action in Flanders, October 28th, 1914, near Gheluvelt, at the second
of the DBattles of Ypres, 1914.
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Major THOMAS FRANCIS PENNEFATHER BREEN, Royal Army Medical Corps.

Major T. F. Pennefather Breen, R.AM.C,,
born 188g and killed
tember 18th, 1918, was the elder son of
the late Doctor Breen and Mrs. Breen, of
Dublin. He came to Stonyhurst in 19oo, and
was a boy of much character. Freddie, for
so he was known amongst us, had a good

I action on Sep-

standing i his class. He was a prize-man,
and when in Poetry, in 1905, gained the first
prize for debating, given by the Stonyhurst
ready

Association. He was a fluent and

speaker. On leaving Stonyhurst he went to
Trinity College, Dublin, where he took the
B.A. and M.B. degrees.
into the Army Medical Service from Trinity
College, one of the two successful candidates
out of twenty-seven from Ireland at that

This he did without any special

In 1913 he passed

examination.
cramming.
On the outbreak of the war he crossed over
to France with the first British Expeditionary
Force, and was attached to the 11th Field
Ambulance during the retreat from Mons.
Subsequently he served as Regimental Medical
Officer with the 1st Bn. The Rifle Brigade,
having been specially asked for by the Colonel.
He was twice called to the grd Army School
of Instruction, his lecturing powers bheing
of a high order. He also twice served as
D.A.D.M.S., and he exhibited in a marked
degree high qualities of initiative and adminis-
trative capacity. Iinally, he served during
the last advance with the 142nd Field Am-
bulance, and when his Colonel was wounded,
commanded the Ambulance, during some of
the severest fighting. At the time of his death
he was performing an exceptionally gallant
and unselfish action. Having led a bearer
party, under heavy shell fire, in order to rescue

some wounded officers, he passed through the

barrage once, bringing in one comrade. He
then went out a second time alone, and did

not return. This was during the Battle of

Epchy, second of the Battles of the Hindenburg

Line.

As his Colonel wrote :—

He died as he lived, an honourable, gallant gentleman.
His coolness and bravery were known to all. It was,
in fact, his zeal and unselfish devotion to duty that cost
him his life.

As his late Commanding Officer, T should like to say
how much I valued him, both as a friend and as an
officer of the ambulance. He was absolutely fearless
and self-sacrificing, and my last act before being
evacuated wounded from France was to reccommend
him for a Military Cross. The news of his death came
as a great shock to me personally, for I had grown very
fond of him.

From a brother officer’s letter we learn that :—

He was very popular with everyone, and such a
splendid soldier ; his men would follow him through
anything.

Another tells us :—

He was one of my most esteemed friends, though a
good deal younger than me. We mobilised together,
and T was able to observe him in all sorts of trying
circumstances, and we were frequently under fire
together, and I formed a very high opinion of his
character, and looked upon him as one of the coming
men in the R.AM.C. One of his traits that specially
impressed me was his independence of mind. He kept
steadily to his own high standard of living, quite
regardless of the morals of the company he lived in.
IFor a quite young man to do this in military society is
a sign of exceptional strength of character. But with
it all there was never the slightest pose or priggishness.
Of his physical courage you will probably have heard
from others. 1 know by experience that it was of a
very high order. Iut I write to you because | think
that others who did not know him so well as | did
may not have mentioned his moral courage, a rarer
and higher thing.

We may aptly conclude this account with

the words written by an officer and friend :—

His memory survives to us as invigorating and vital.
Age, disillusion, decay, never touched him. Like a
bright flame he burnt, and is suddenly extinguished ;
to his friends the world is darker.
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Major THOMAS FRANCIS PENNEFATHER BREEN,

RovaL Army MepicarL CoORes.

Born 1889. O.S. 1900.

Killed in action in France, September 18th, 1918, near Havrincourt Wood,
during the Battle of Epehy, second of the Battles of the Hindenburg Line.
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Lieut. HENRY JOSEPH BURKE, 1st Bn. The South Staffordshire Regt.

Lieut. Henry Burke, who was killed in action
at the battle of Loos, had taken part with his
battalion in much of the hard fighting on the
French front during 1915. In the Stonyhurst
Magazine for December, 1914, his portrait
appeared as one of a group of officers resting
“ somewhere in France.” From February 15th
to July 11th he was invalided home, rejoining
his regiment in France on the latter date.

His loss is deeply regretted at Stonyhurst,
where he and his brother Edward had made
many friends during their school career. He
was much attached to Stonyhurst, and had
paid a visit to his old school some months
before going to the front.

The following extract from a Staffordshire
newspaper supplies details of his parentage
and his brief military life :—

“ We regret to announce that Lieut. Henry
Joseph Burke, of the South Staffordshire Regt.,
was killed in action on September 25th, 1915,
during the severe fighting in France. The
news reached Lichfield in a letter from Lieut.
and Q.M. S. Bradbury, who said that Lieut.
Burke fell leading his company in an attack
on the German trenches, that he was hit by a
shell and killed instantaneously, adding that he
died, as he had lived, like a thorough English
gentleman. The deceased was 21 years of
age, and the younger of the two sons of the
late Capt. Edward Plunkett Burke, of the
2nd Bn. The King’s Own (Royal Lancaster)
Regt., who died whilst stationed with his
regiment at Lichfield on March 17th, 1899.
His mother is Mrs. Christina Mary Burke,
daughter of the late Mr. Matthew I)’Arcy,
M.P., D.L., of Kilcroney (Ireland), and his
paternal grandfather was the late Sir Bernard
Burke, Ulster King-at-Arms. The eldest son
is Lieut. Edward Bernard Burke, who has
followed in the footsteps of his father, and is
serving with the King’s Own (Royal Lancaster)

Regt.
he was born at East Lodge, Farlington, Hants,

The deceased was the second son, and

when his father was stationed near Cosham,
on July 11th, 1894. He was educated at
Stonyhurst College, and in the Army Class at
Wimbledon, whence he passed to the Royal
Military College at Sandhurst. He received
his commission in the 1st Bn. The South
Staffordshire Regt., and was promoted to be
Lieutenant on February 1st of the present year.
A fortnight afterwards, he was invalided home
with influenza and laryngitis, and he spent
some months under medical treatment. He
made a good recovery, and rejoined the 1st Bn.
The South Staffordshire Regt. on July 11th,
his twenty-first birthday. With them he has
since served, and officers and men unite in
testifying to his gentlemanly qualities, gallantry,
and efficiency as an officer. Amongst these,
from time to time, have been Lieut.-Col. C.. S.
Davidson (commanding the 2nd Battalion),
Lieut.-Col. A. C. Buckle, the late Major
Loder-Symonds, and others.”

The high opinion formed of his character
and soldierly qualities is well illustrated by
some extracts which we print below from
letters written to his mother by brother officers
and others.

Extract from a letter to Mrs. Burke :—
November 4th, 1914.
1 must write a few lines to tell you of a message I
had this morning from my husband. Your boy is one
of my husband’s subalterns —the only one, alas! left,
I am afraid-- but he says your boy is such ‘““a gallant
lad, he is worth his weight in gold.”” Though a Protes-

“

tant, my husband is enormously struck at the astound-
ing faith your boy has in prayer.
A letter from Lieut.-Col. Davidson, com-

manding the 2nd Battalion, to Mrs. Burke :—

I can assure you that Harry lost no time in convincing
me, as he had all the officers of the 1st Battalion with
whom he came in contact, that he is a very capable
and gallant officer, and I cannot tell you how pleascd
I am to have him with me. He is so much older than
his years, which is such a valuable asset on active
service.
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Lievr. HENRY JOSEPH BURKE,

1st BN. THE SoutrH STAFFORDSHIRE REGT.
(Wearing the Uniform of a Sandhurst Cadet, 1913.)

Born July 11th, 1894. 0.5, 1903.

Killed in action in France, September 25th, 1915, at the Quarries,
near the Hohenzollern Redoubt, during the Battle of Loos.
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Lieut. HENRY JOSEPH BURKE-—continued.

One of the men of his platoon wrote :—

I can truthfully and without the slightest hesitation
say that I have never throughout my eight years’
service met a more splendid officer and gentleman than
your son, Lieut. Burke. Somehow or other he seemed
to understand the ‘“ mere private,” and I can assure
you he is, although new to the 2nd Battalion, thought
a great deal of, and highly respected by the men of
**C” Company under his command. 1 have on two
occasions been in the trenches at the same time as
Liieut. Burke, and the surprising coolness and tact he
uses is absolutely admirable, and 1 for one would not
dream of hesitating for one second to follow him in the
grimmest encounter possible.

ixtract from a letter from Lieut. Bradbury
to Mrs. Burke :—
I'RANCE, October, 1915.
I have interviewed some of the men of your late
son’s company, and they speak of him in glorious
terms ; he was absolutely fearless. 1 also saw one of
the men who was present at his funeral, and he told
me that he had died with a smile on his face, and that
there was no mark visible of how he came by his death.
He must have died instantaneously.
Letter from Major Buckle to Mrs. Burke :—
November 27th, 1915.
Your son had shown great pluck in all our fights,
and his Company Commander, Major I.oder-Symonds
(since killed in action), spoke of him as a very brave
and trustworthy subaltern.
These letters speak for themselves in testimony
to the high esteem in which he was held by all

ranks in the regiment as a fine soldier and
popular comrade-in-arms.

A Sergeant, by whose side he was killed,
furnished further details :—

I am very sorry to inform you that Mr. Burke got
killed next to me in the charge at l.oos. He has been
buried all right. I did my best for him. Ile was the
officer in command when we mounted the parapet.
He got hit in the neck. 1 put some bandages on him ;
he died ten minutes afterwards.

A few days before the battle in which he
was killed, Lieut. Burke received the command
of his company, and “ he led his men most
gallantly to the very end,” said his Captain.

This was at the Quarries, Hohenzollern

Redoubt.

We advanced in four lines, C, A, D and BB (wrote
his Colonel), one company behind the other, and your
boy commanded I3, and we hoped all would have been
well after the first rush, but the enemy’s fire was very
severe, and 1 had five signallers with me shot, and then
my acting adjutant was shot. Your son was so keen
and Dbrave about this attack, and behaved with the
greatest pluck, and I am very, very grieved at what has
happened. We had to advance a long way under
heavy fire, and we lost 18 officers and 430 men out of
29 officers and 729 men. He was beloved by all, and
I thought that he worked very hard and scemed to be
getting on splendidly. . . . . He led his men splendidly.

Lieut. HAROLD M. J. BLAKE, Ist Bn.

The Honourable Mrs. Blake, widow of the
late Mr. Valentine J. Blake, formerly of Brook-
hill, Claremorris, Co. Mayo, already had to
mourn the Joss of one son, Capt. Valentine
Blake, Irish Guards, on January 28th, 1916,
when her fifth son, Harold, who came to
Stonyhurst in 1904, was killed a year later.

Harold Martin Joseph Blake was born on
July 19th, 1893, at Castlemore, Ballaghadereen,
where his father lived when he was Secretary of
the County Mayo Grand Jury. At Stonyhurst
he is remembered as a popular boy, with a keen

sense of humour. Men who were intimate

The Royal Munster Fusiliers.

with him in alter life have described him as
*“ the very soul of honour.”

After leaving Stonyhurst, Harold went to
Trinity College, Dublin, and thence passed into
Sandhurst. I'rom Sandhurst he was gazetted
to The Royal Munster Fusiliers, and was
stationed at Aghada, Co. Cork, with the grd
Battalion of that regiment, to which he acted
for some time as Signalling Instructor. He
was appointed Assistant Commandant of a
School for Signalling which was opened at
Clonmel, and on the conclusion of his term
there, returned to the grd Battalion at Aghada.
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Lievr. HAROLD M. J. BLAKE,
1sT BN, THE Rovar MunsTER FUSILIERS.

Born 1893. O.S. 1904.

Killed in action in France, November 2o0th, 1917, at the Hindenburg Line, near
Bullecourt, during the Battle of Cambrai, 1917.
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Lieut. HAROLD M. J. BLAKE —continued.

He was sent to France in September, 1917,
where he joined the 1st Bn. The Royal Munster
Fusiliers. He died on November 2oth, 1917,
from wounds received in action on that day.

His Colonel wrote :(—

Please accept my sincere sympathy for the death
of your gallant brother. He is a great loss to the
battalion. He was killed in the attack on the
Hindenburg line. He was in charge of a party detailed
to dig a trench connecting our line with the new line
we had just captured. He displayed the greatest
gallantry, encouraging his men in their task under shell
fire until he was hit by a piece of shell and mortally
wounded. He was a brave and gallant officer, and is
a great loss to the battalion. lHe was universally
popular with officers and men.

Father Wrafter, S.J., M.C., Chaplain to the
Leinsters, wrote :—

He was wounded in the thigh; the artery was cut.
They brought him to the dressing station, but the
doctor could do nothing. There was a priest there
(Fr. Cotter, Chaplain to the Munsters). He anointed
him ; he was partly conscious. I went down and
buried him yesterday, November 2r1st, at Croisilles.

A brother officer wrote to say how deeply
he sympathised with the family in the loss of
such a promising young oflicer, that he was sure
it was a consolation to know that he received the
last rites of the Church, and was such an
exemplary character.

Lieut. CHRISTIAN H. E. BOULTON, 4th Bn. The Queen’s Own Cameron

Highlanders.

If it is Thy will that I should fall,

Then give me strength to bear this earthly pain,
That dying, I may die for Thee alone,

Or living, live to fight for Thee again.

The quatrain is from a poem which Chris
Boulton sent us for the Stonyhurst Magazine.
They appeared in the Old Alumni columns
under the title, *“ The Catholic Soldier’s Battle
Prayer.” That his answered
appears {rom a letter received from Father
Bellanti, S.J., C.F., M.C., who wrote under

the date November 5th, 1917 :—

Did I tell you how, quite off his own bat, Chris told
me he’d been off the previous Saturday to find a priest,
and so secure his Communion on the Sunday. That
showed, if anything could, how the lessons he had
learned at Stonyhurst had not been forgotten. One
had looked forward to meeting him again so soon, and
now he is gone. Chris Boulton will be remembered
as a delicate boy, and yet, in spite of ill-health, a boy
of much character, and very amiable disposition. He
was a member of the choir, and loved music and
literature. He developed into a muscular, well-knit,
sturdy officer and leader of men.

Born in 1897, he was the second son of
Capt. Sir Harold Boulton, Bart., C.V.O., T.F.
Reserve, late of the Cameron Highlanders, and
of Lady Boulton, of Copped Hall, Totteridge.

He was killed on October 12th, 1917,
being ‘““shot in the stomach by machine gun
bullets, and died immediately, in a nasty
(First Battle

prayer was

little unsatisfactory advance.”
of Passchendaele.)
He joined the Cameron Highlanders in

September, 1914, at the age of 17:. and went
with his battalion to France in May, 1915.
After taking part in the battle of Loos and
other engagements, he was invalided home
He had
continuously in the

with trench fever in May, 1916.
spent
line. In the following June he went to
Australia as A.D.C. to the Governor of New
South Wales. He was Acting Equerry to
Princess lLouise (Duchess of Argyll) from
January to March, 1917. He then returned
to France as A.D.C. to Major-General Sir
Eric Geddes. Subsequently he served as an
R.T.0O., and Deputy Railhead Commandant,
with the rank of Staff Lieutenant, 2nd Class.
On June 27th he wrote saying that he hoped

twelve months

soon to be detailed on a special duty. He
added : “1 saw the place where Harold
Lynch (1906) is buried at Festubert. 1 came
across the grave over two years ago now, In
May, 1915, and gave him my best prayers.”
In August he rejoined his battalion.

While in the Army he had been entered a
Commoner of Balliol College, Oxford. His
literary tastes showed themselves in various
articles which he wrote for papers and maga-
He was also the joint author, with Miss
Gertrude Jennings, of Elegant Fdward, which was
produced at the Haymarket Theatre in 1916.

zines.
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Lieur. CHRISTIAN H. E. BOULTON,
4tH BN. THE QUEEN’s OwN CAMERON HIGHLANDERS.

Born 1897. 0.S. 1908.

Killed in action near Poelkappelle, in Flanders, October 12th, 1917, at the
TFirst Battle of Passchendaele, seventh of the Battles of Ypres, 1917,
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Capt. STANISLAUS CREUSS CALLAGHAN, Royal Flying Corps.

Stanislaus Creuss Callaghan came to Hodder
with his younger brother Eugene (* Owen )
in 1906, and after passing to the College
remained with us till 1910. In many ways
“Stan ” was quite a remarkable character.
Sharp and quick-witted, full of fun and humour,
he was one of those who baflle the pedagogue,
for his obvious talent would not and could not
be brought to bear upon his books. He was
fearless almost to recklessness, but of a very
generous nature, easily accessible, quick to
respond, and loyal to his resolution. It was
no surprise to those who knew him to hear
that in the opening months of the war he had
joined the Flying Corps, in which he received
his commission in January, 1915, when that
arm of the Service was regarded as especially
dangerous.

For some two years previous to his joining
up he had been engaged with success in wireless
telegraphy, for which his smartness specially
suited him. While he was learning to fly at
Hendon the authorities, discovering that he
had expert knowledge of wireless and the Morse
Code, moved him at once to the Southern
Command, where he practised the artillery in
ranging from aeroplane observation. Shortly
after, he was ordered to the front and attached
to No. 5 Squadron, stationed south of the
Ypres salient. And so it was during the long
struggle around Ypres that Stan rendered
notable service in connection with the use of
wireless as a means of signalling, which was
then in its experimental stages, and at the same
time took many aerial photographs containing
valuable information. His success as an
observer gained for him the distinction of
being the first officer in the Army to wear the
observer’s ““ wing.”

It was on the old 70 h.p. 2 C.’s that most
of his work was done, and he would often
range for two or three batteries at a time.
Twice the
apparatus ignited the petrol vapour and his

“sparking > from his wireless

machine caught fire. On the first occasion

the pilot, in trying to increase his speed, got
the machine into a “spin > (then considered
fatal}, but after cleverly effecting some sort of
*“ perch,” he managed to bring the machine
safely to earth. On the second occasion,
however, they were flying low over the enemy’s
lines, and before they could reach their aero-

drome Stan’s face and legs were burnt.

No doubt the strain of such experiences had
told upon his nerves, and he was appointed
to the less trying, but not less important post,
of wireless equipment officer, being again the
first to hold that position in the R.F.C. He
at once set himself to the task of organising
the wireless for his squadron. His efficiency led
to further promotion, for after fifteen months’
service in France he was ordered home at
Easter, 1916, and appointed Inspector of
Wireless to the Northern Group (North of
England and Scotland), with the rank of
captain.

Before taking over his new work he went
home to Dublin on leave. Here a new ex-
perience awaited him, for he arrived in Dublin
at the time of the Revolution, and was captured
by the Sinn Feiners, and kept a prisoner in
the Four Courts for a week.

After six months’ valuable work with the
Northern Group he was transferred to the
larger and more important post of Inspector
of Wireless to the Southern Group. Finally,
the precision, method and efliciency of all his
work led to yet further recognition, and in

June, 1917, he obtained the post of Brigade

Wireless Officer in the Imperial R.F.C. in
Canada, whither he sailed early in that month
to help in the organisation of Wireless in the
Dominion. The day after his departure, news
came of the death of his brother, 2nd Licut.
E. C. Callaghan, R.F.C., who had been
“ missing > since August 26th, 1916.

He arrived at Montreal on June 15th, 1917,
and was attached to the headquarters of the
R.F.C. at Toronto. A few days later he went
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Carr. STANISLAUS CREUSS CALLAGHAN, 2xp Lieur. EUGENE CREUSS CALLAGHAN,
Rovar. Fryine Corps, RovarL Frying Cores.
Born 18¢6. 0.S. 1906. Born 1897. 0.5. 1906.

Killed in action in France, August 26th, 1916,

Accidentally killed in Ontario, Canada, June 27th, 1917. near Havrincourt Wood.
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Capt. STANISLAUS CREUSS CALLAGHAN-—cout

to Camp Borden to assist in the installation
of wireless, and it was there, on June 27th,
within a fortnight of his arrival in Canada,
that he met with the fatal accident which
ended his career of valuable service, at the
carly age of 21.

Whilst at College, * Stan” and “ Owen
were quite remarkable for the affection they

ISIREL

d.
had for one another. That the news of their
deaths in the same gallant service should reach
us almost simultaneously is no less remarkable.
They were united in life, in death they were
not divided.

They were the sons of the late Mr. Joseph D.
Callaghan and of Mrs. Callaghan, of Ferndene,
Blackrock, Dublin.

2nd Lieut. EUGENE CREUSS CALLAGHAN, Royal Flying Corps.

Iior portrait, see page 3I.

Second Lieut. Eugene Creuss Callaghan,
R.T.C., was posted missing on August 26th,
1916, and presumed to have fallen on that
date. He was the third son of Mr. Joseph P.
Callaghan and Mrs. Callaghan, of Ferndene,
Stradbrook, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, and received
his education at Belvedere College, Dublin, and
at Stonyhurst. His two elder brothers, Capt.
J. C. Callaghan, M.C. (1go2), who became
a Squadron-Commander, R.AF., and Capt.
S. C. Callaghan (1go6), R.F.C.; were also at
Stonyhurst.

He was born in 1897, and entered Stonyhurst
in 1906.

After leaving school, Owen, for by this name
he was known, entered Trinity College, Dublin,
but almost immediately joined the R.F.C.
He got his “wings” in the shortest time
possible, and flew from Bristol to the Western

I'ront in his single seater. On the day before

he was killed, he had a fierce aerial combat
with two German aeroplanes ; one was injured,
and the second quite ‘‘*done in” by him.
When last heard of, Owen was ““on escort to
a bomb raid on the Bois de Havrincourt.
Conjectured landed by mistake in German
Death accepted” (War Office).

Owen was a serious, thoughtful, and religious
boy. Before flying to the front he received a
few days’ leave, and went to Holy Communion
on the morning he left for France.

aerodrome.

The Major in command of the squadron to
which he belonged spoke of him as having
the “ makings of a splendid pilot, being full
of dash and energy—a regular thruster.
quite expecting him to do something brilliant
and get rewarded. He was one of the most
popular youngsters in the mess, and we all

I was

miss him very much.”

Major JOSEPH CREUSS CALLAGHAN,
and Royal Air Force.

We have previously recorded the deaths
of ond Lieut. ¢ Owen ” Creuss Callaghan
(August 26th, 1916), and of Capt. Stanislaus
Creuss Callaghan (June 27th, 1917), both
officers in the Royal Flying Corps. A year
later came the death of the eldest of the three
brothers, Major Joseph Creuss Callaghan, also

M.C., 7th Bn. The Royal Munster Fusiliers

a member of the Royal Air Force, who was
killed in action in France, on July 2nd, 1918.
Joseph was born in 1893, and after a pre-
liminary course of studies at Belvedere College,
Dublin, came to Stonyhurst in 19o2.

He was gazetted to a service battalion of the
Munsters in January, 1915, and was transferred
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Major JOSEPH CREUSS CALLAGHAN, M.C.,

7t BN, THE Rovar. MunsTER FusiLIErRs aND Rovar Air Force.

Born 1893. O.S. 1902.

Killed in action near Contay, in France, July 2nd, 1918,
alone attacking twenty-five German aircraft.
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Major JOSEPH CREUSS CALLAGHAN, M.C.

to the regular army and promoted Captain in
the following vyear.
gazetted for the Military Cross in recognition
In December
of the same year he was promoted Major and
He had been twice

113

wounded. His Colonel spoke of him as “a

Early in 1917 he was
of his services as a flying officer.
Squadron Commander.

very real loss to us all, as he was exceedingly
popular with everyone who knew him. His
only fault was that he was too brave, and
never seemed to think of danger, being always
ready to take on any odds.”

How his reckless daring was the occasion of
his gallant death the following letter will
show :—

HEADQUARTERS,
3rRD Bricape, R.AF.,
July 2nd, 1918.

1 am afraid it is of little use to hold out any hope
as to your son’s fate. I am afraid there is no doubt
that he died the finest death that any man could die,
fighting in the air against overwhelming odds. He
was last seen fighting by himself against several German
machines close in front of the lines. I cannot possibly
express to you in these few lines the sympathy which
all of us who knew him fecl for you. He was one of
the most gallant officers I ever met, and had that
wonderful power of infusing those that served under
him with the same spirit. His squadron worshipped
him, and we all fully realise the terrible loss he will
be to you.

A letter from another officer contains further
particulars of Major Callaghan’s last fight :—

He was last seen with a patrol of No. 6o Squadron,
and then a tremendous fight started, and he went into
the thick of it, as he always would. Captain Maxwell,
in 56 Squadron, saw one machine fighting about twenty-
five Germans, but the machine was hit before he could
arrive close enough. I am afraid there is no doubt as
to who was the pilot of that machine. He was so
absurdly gallant, and so absolutely without any idea
of fear, that he would cheerfully take on any kind of
odds. We had all implored him not to go about by
himself and run such risks, but I don’t think he realised
that he could ever find a Hun or any number of Huns
that he wasn’t a match for.

We have lost in him one of the finest squadron
commanders, and one of the finest fighting pilots
on the Western I'ront to-day, and as such he cannot
be replaced. IBut to us his loss is even more irreplace-
able., We feel that we have lost a great stout-hearted

¢ ‘.‘.L,‘-‘VI.“, 11 .'/‘

friend, always ready to help anybody out of trouble,
a gallant companion in a fight, and a sportsman to the
backbone.

If he is dead, he died as he would have wished,
fighting twenty-five of the crack pilots of the German
Flying Corps. Those few who saw it told me it was
the most magnificent exhibition of sheer pluck that
they had ever seen.

(FroMm A Capr., 87TH SQUADRON, R.AT))

A friend wrote :—

As Squadron Commander he was not expected to
fly. 'When his squadron took the air he had to remain
below, so, when they were back, he always flew above
quite unprotected.

“ Casey,” for so he was called by all his
friends, loved Stonyhurst, and was devoted to
the Jesuits. man of not only
extreme physical courage, but also great moral
courage. Here is an illustrative episode related
to his mother by his greatest chum, a
Protestant : The first night when the squadron

3

He was a

flew out to France there was no accommodation
for its members, and all the officers of the
squadron slept in one large hall.
the bravest thing I ever knew Casey to do.
He knelt down and said his prayers, and not
one dared to jeer or sneer.
unheard of.”

He was most regular at his duties, and never
missed hearing mass, when possible, on Sun-
days.
word. He was great in every way, for he
was 6 feet 2 inches tall. His Military
was gained chiefly for his daring in night

“ It was

It was a thing

No one ever heard him say an unkind
AJ
iross

flying. One night he flew well back over the
German lines, and dumped down explosives
when he was over a big railway station, which
was packed with trains full of soldiers. As he
flew away he saw the whole station in flames.
The enemy turned a searchlight upon his
machine, and there was every chance of their
bringing him down. With great presence of
mind he flew right down the beam of light
till he was on the lighting station, where he
let down some explosives, and there was no
more searchlight in that spot for that night.
After fifteen months’
obtained charge of the biggest teaching squadron

service in France he
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Major JOSEPH CREUSS CALLAGHAN, M.C.—continued.

in Scotland, and was promoted Major. But
he was restless for active service, and his
request to go to the front was acceded to. He
was killed on July 2nd, 1918. On the three
occastons when he visited his mother while he
was in Scotland, he flew over to Dublin in his
aeroplane.

The following letter from a chaplain to the
Editor of the Stonyhurst Magazine tells of his
grave :—

I see in your lists a Major J. C. Callaghan, M.C,,
who, I believe, was in T/e Times as killed. During my
stay at Contay, an airman, unknown, was buried.
The day 1 left I found a cross had been erected, with
the following inscription :—

Major J. C. CaLragnaN, M.C,
R.ATF.,
2nd Royal Munster Fusiliers.
July 5th, 1918.

As he was buried as unknown, it was by a Church
of England Padre. As I am now in the neighbourhood
I will say the service over him. 1ldc was brought
there by the 55th Field Ambulance.

I could not notify this before, as we have been
pushing the BBoche. I regret to say that the body
was hardly recognisable, and it was thought to be that
of a Boche brought down the same day. Perchance
these few lines may be of use to you, if the Callaghan
in your lists and the one buried in Contay Cemetery
are the same.

Major Callaghan was the son of Mr. Joseph P.
Callaghan and Mrs. Callaghan, of Ferndene,
Stradbrook, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.

Capt. HUBERT CHRONNELL, M.C., 5th Bn.

(For portrait, see page 37.)

Hubert Chronnell, the only son of Dr. and
Mrs. Chronnell, of Hindley, was born in 1895,
and came to Stonyhurst in 1907. In 1913 he
was a member of Rhetoric 1I., which in all
lost no fewer than seven of its members killed
in the war :—G. Parker, H. Lynch, J. Maxwell-
Stuart, J. Petre, G. O’Kelly, H. Chronnell,
and L. Wildsmith. C. Sellier was also killed
in a sad accident two days before he was to
have joined the Army. In 1913 he passed the
Matriculation Examination for Liverpool
University. He was also a Sergeant in the
O.T.C.

One of his class-mates, writing to Dr.

Chronnell, said :—

1 found him unassuming, quiet, and rather reserved,
and always admired and appreciated his strong will
and determination in matters of importance.

(This is an exact description of his character
as a boy, a character which gained the esteem

of all.)

The same correspondent added :—

It has been very sad to note the heavy and ever-
increasing call which has been made on our old class.

The Loyal North Lancashire Regt.

I can assure you, though, that those of us who remain
are extremely proud of its famous rccord and roll of
honour. I have heard so much of Dick’s career (he
was familiarly known as Dick). He was undoubtedly
a magnificent soldier, quite {fcarless, and fair with his
men, who must miss him ever so much. Dick certainly
served both his God and his King in a manner worthy
of the war traditions of our Alma Mater Stonyhurst.

Two vyears before leaving Stonvhurst he
first seriously turned his attention to the Army
as a career. The Army was his real love.
Nevertheless, in deference to the wishes of his
father, he agreed to take up medicine, at which
he worked loyally, although it was not congenial
to him, for twelve months. The war settled
the matter of his vocation, his father encouraging
him to join up, as he desired to do, when the
war was declared.

His one idea was to get into the Army as
speedily as possible to command and lead men,
which he looked upon as a privilege. He
declined a commission In a reserve battalion
for fear of being detained at home. His
application to the Colonel of the 1st/5th
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Capt. HUBERT CHRONNELL, M.C.—continued.

Bn. Loyal North ILancashires was successful,
and after a training of seven weeks they were
brigaded with the 4th Bn. Loyal North
Lancashires and the 4th/sth Bn. King’s
Liverpool Regt.

On February 5th, 1915, he wrote a most
enthusiastic letter to his mother : ‘° Hurrah,
hurrah !”* it began, “ours is the honour ;
we are chosen in our Brigade to go to France,
On the 12th

he left Southampton for the battle front.

because we are better prepared.”

Armentieres was the destination of his battalion,
which procecded shortly afterwards to Ypres,
in which arca the greater part of his service
was done. He took part in the operations on
the Somme, and was in the heavy fighting in
Delville Wood and Gommecourt. At that
time he was Adjutant to his battalion, and
seemed to have a charmed life, for until he
was killed he never received a scratch. He
was a Captain in October, 1916, in which

month he transferred to a regular battalion.

As to his solicitude for his men, no one
could do more for them. When on duty, he
was very rigid and demanded exact obedience,
but when oft duty he used to tell his men that
they must remember he was just one of them-
selves. When he was in the trenches his father
used to send him two parcels cach week. Tt
has transpired since his death that the parcels
were given cntirely to his men. The influence
of his character on the men was very great.
He found out how to get what was best in a
man out of him. He had the most unhounded
confidence in his men, and they worshipped

him and would follow him anywhere.

An officer of the regiment spoke enthusias-
tically of him. He said that he was the finest
and bravest man in the battalion, that he
never missed any duty, was never sick, and

He added that,

that the men adored him.

when awarded the M.C., in January, 1916,
he would not wear the ribbon, because the
Gazette did not mention the reason for the
award, until his O.C. ordered him to do so.
His M.C., in fact, was given for his gallantry
in the field, and not for any specific action.
His personal bravery was universally admitted
and proclaimed. The letters written home by
his men bear witness to it, as also to his con-
sideration for and kindness to those under him.

He was killed on the morning of July 3ist,
by machine gun bullets, soon after he went

over the parapet. It was in the attack from

St. Jean to St. Julien, and only one of his
oflicers survived. One of his men wrote :(—

We were in an advanced trench for four hours, the
most trying time of all, and the Captain was just as
cool and bright as though the danger was not real.

He added also that he missed him, and
word was passed on, as they neared the first

German trench, that he had gone. He went

to Confession and received Holy Communion
the day before he was killed, and his Sodality
Medal was found tied to a bunch of keys in
his pocket.

A brother oflicer wrote :--

e was killed instantancously, being hit in the
head by a machine gun bullet, and so could have
suffered no pain at all. lis body has been laid to

rest by the Rev. Ifather Pike, who is attached to this
battalion, in the military cemetery at Vlamertinghe.

The Chaplain of his battalion also wrote in
these terms :(—

He was looked upon by all the officers and men as
the soldier of the battalion, and his men simply wor-
shipped him, and would go anywhere with him. He
was very fond of chatting to mec about Stonyhurst,
and he always spoke of the place with great love and
affection.

His late Commanding Officer said of him :—

1 cannot speak too highly of the services he rendered,
not only to the regiment, but to myself personally,
when he acted as Adjutant and Assistant Adjutant.
He had a most promising military carecr in front of
him, and his loss will be mourned by all ranks and by
no one more than myself.
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iapT. HUBERT CHRONNELL, M.C,,
5t BN, THE LovaL NorrTH LaNcASHIRE REGT.
Born 1895. 0O.S. 1907.

Killed in action in Flanders, July 31st, 1917, near St. Julien, at the Battle of
Pilckem Ridge, first of the Battles of Ypres, 1917.
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Lieut. RICHARD CANNON, 5th Bn. The Wiltshire Regt.

Richard Cannon was the son of Mr. W.
Cannon and the late Mrs. Cannon, of Wood-
hall Spa, Lincs. Born on March sth, 1896,
he came to Stonyhurst in September, 1908,
remaining until July, 1913. He was a quiet,
sensible boy, who impressed one as likely to
make his way in the world. His robust frame
and the cnergy he threw into games made him
a useful member of class and playroom teams
of foothall and cricket, and his imperturbable
good temper made him everybody’s friend.

He joined the Inns of Court O.T.C. in
October, 1914, and obtained his commission
as 2nd Lieutenant in the 8th Wiltshires on
March 17th, 1915, and was afterwards sent
to join the 5th Bn. in Mesopotamia, and
reported severely wounded and presumed
killed on April gth, 1916. For a long time
his relatives were left in a state of uncertainty
as to his fate. Father Edward Colley, S.J.,
M.C., C.F., who attended him when he was
wounded, supplied us with all the available
information we possess.

He wrote :—

The 13th Division took part in the evacuation from
Suvla Bay and was disembarked at Mudros. Part of
it, mostly 4oth Brigade, was then sent to Cape Helles
and had the unpleasant experience of a double
evacuation.

Reinforcements coming to join the division were
detained, some at Alexandria and some at Mudros.
Richard Cannon came out with one of these drafts,
and I first met him in camp at Port Said in February,
1916. He was never on the Peninsula, and 1 do not
know whether he got to Mudros or not.

The division was not left long at rest. It was
embarked for the Mesopotamian Expedition on Feb-
ruary 15th, 1916. We embarked in the s.s. Oriana,
a comfortable ship running to South America before
the war. The passage took a little over fourteen
days, during which period Cannon served my mass
which I was able to say daily. We anchored off Koweit,

transhipped, and proceeded up river some eighty
miles to IBasrah, where we arrived on March 1st, 1910,
After ten days the infantry pushed up river on barges.
Units were much broken up, so 1 did not see much of
Cannon till we concentrated at Sheik Saad, jo0 miles
higher up. We left Sheik Saad marching to Ara on
March 31st, arriving there early next day. In the
afternoon the division moved up and took over the
entire position.

I spent the next two days in the trenches giving
general absolution to small groups of men where 1
could find them. I paid Cannon a visit both on the
third and fourth, and to I.t.-Col. C. Throckmorton, C.0.
of the Wilts., 1 think, later. 1 heard his confession
and gave him Communion at 9.30 p.m. on Tuesday
evening, April g4th. The attack was at dawn next
morning. He was unfortunately killed on the fifth.

The attack started after a heavy bombardment
at 5 a.m., and was successful, but the Turks had
practically evacuated the position. The troops moved
on to attack the next position, and while the Wilts.
were waiting for another regiment to pass through
and relicve them, Licut. Cannon was shot in the head.
Some time during the day he was brought back to where
they were collecting the wounded. lle was quite
unconscious. I gave him Conditional Absolution, and
anointed him. lIle lay there several hours without
showing any signs of regaining consciousness. They
kept the worst cases in the hope of getting means of
transport other than the Indian carts, which were
rough and devoid of springs. About nightfall a river
steamer arrived and he was carried off to it, and I saw
no more of him. It has since been ascertained that
he was embarked on this steamer, but nothing more
is known. In my opinion he either died and was
buried without any record being kept, or else, as is
common with head wounds, he moved about and fell
overboard. There were not orderlies sufficient to attend
to the number of wounded.

There is little doubt that had he not been wounded
on the fifth he would not have survived the attack
on Sunday morning, the ninth, when the loss of officers
was very heavy.

By all accounts, he was regarded as an

efficient and popular officer, and his loss was
much felt by his brother officers and men.
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Lieur. RICHARD CANNON,
5TH BN, THE WILTSHIRE REGT.

Born March 15th, 1896. 0.S. 1908.

Killed in action near Hanna, in Mesopotamia, April 5th, 1916,
in the Action of Falahiya, during the Third Attempt to Relieve Kut.
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2nd Lieut. WALTER F. J. CLIFFORD, 2nd Bn. Irish Guards.

Walter Clifford was in Argentina when the
war broke out, and hastencd back to Europe
to volunteer for the Army, in which his brother,
Lieut. Gilbert Clifford, was already scrving
in a Hussar regiment.
as “missing ’ after the battle of Loos in
September, 1915, and it was not until December

His name was reported

that the sad news came establishing the fact
that he was killed. Indeed, the letter sent to
his father after the fight on September 27th
by a brother officer and cousin of Lieut.
Clifford, announcing that he had been twice
wounded, the second time seriously, had
prepared us for the worst.

The following details concerning the action
in which he met his death at the head of his
men, are taken from the letter from his cousin,
Lieut. Charles Moore, of the same regiment,
to which reference has already been made :—

Walter was with the advance company, moving
across the open to take some farm houses when he was
shot in the leg.

Corpl. Daly was carrying him back when he was
hit again, and, saying he was fatally wounded, asked
to be put down. A moment later Corpl. Daly was
himself badly wounded. After this advance everyone
fell back about 200 yards to dig-in. 1 spent two nights
and mornings till night came searching for him in the
wood we took, and over all the ground covered by our
charge, but I fear he is in the German lines. There
is just a chance that he is wounded and a prisoner,
as there is no absolute proof that he is dead.

The letter adds, for the consolation of his
parents, that Walter had received Holy Com-
munion on the 26th, the day before his death.
The writer concludes with a testimony to
Walter's popularity with his regiment, where

Everyone was very fond of him. When he was hit
he was well in front of the first line of attack.

Those who have known Walter and seen
him in his usual place among the ¢ first flight
in the hunting-field, or striding tirelessly over
a grouse-moor at the end of an exhausting
tramp, alert as ever, with easy, swinging step,
can well picture for themselves the gallant,
impetuous boy outdistancing his men in the
race for the enemy’s trench.

High-spirited, cheery and kindly, and a keen
sportsman and athlete, he was just the type
of dashing young British officer whom men
will follow anywhere.

The tributes to his engaging qualities and
soldierly efficiency reccived by his parents,
from brother officers and men of his regiment,
are too numerous (o mention.

One oflicer wrote :—

Your son was splendid out there; always cheery,

and making those round him cheery too. We all
loved him.

His Colonel supplied these details :—

Your son was doing his duty valiantly when he met
his death. Throughout his short service in the Irish
Guards he always showed himself a zealous and
efficient officer. He will be much regretted in the
regiment.

His Company Commander added :—

As the officer commanding his company and as his
friend, I can only say how grieved I am. He led his
platoon gallantly and well. Your son and Rudyard
Kipling’s boy must both have been wounded about
the same place. If alive, I shall always be glad to
help you to identify the place. (The place was Cite
St. Auguste, 2§ miles S.IX. of Ioos.)

Stonyhurst, to which he came at the age of
18, can only lay claim to one year of his
schooling—that which he spent with us as a
Philosopher, from October, 1912, to July, 1913.

Walter Clifford was the son of Mr. Charles
Clifford and Mrs. Clifford, of “ The Red
House,” Market Drayton.

As we have noted clsewhere, a special interest
for us attaches to Walter Clifford, as the great-
grandson of George Lambert Clifford, the
“ first Stonyhurst boy,” who entered Stony-
hurst in 1794.
should, substitute
entrance,” for tradition relates that when the
first twelve exiles from our College at Licge,
known as ‘ the twelve Apostles,” arrived at
old Stonyhurst Hall, they found the door
locked. Whereupon George Clifford, who was
one of the party, determined to win the dis-
tinction of being the first boy to enter the
new College, ran to the nearest window,
smashed it, and climbed in.

For the word ‘‘ entered > we

perhaps, “effected an
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oxp Lieur. WALTER F. J. CLIFFORD,
oND BN. IrisH GUARDs.
Born September 6th, 1894. 0O.S. 1912,

Killed in action in I‘rance, September 27th, 1913, near
Cite St. Auguste, at the Battle of Loos.
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2nd Lieut. WALTER F. J. CLIFFORD—-—continued.

His son, Sir Charles Clifford, his grandson,
Sir George Clifford, and his great-grandsons,
Charles Louis Clifford and Walter, the subject
of our memoir, have kept up the connection of

the family with our College. Walter Clifford’s

mother—a de Trafford—also bears a name well
known for generations at Stonyhurst, and known
also on the battlefields of the Great War, in
which more than one of them has shared the
sad, yet glorious, fate of her gallant son.

Trooper WILLIAM J. DALGLISH BELLASIS, Bowker’s Horse.

William J. Dalglish Bellasis was born in 1882,
and came to Stonyhurst in 18g4. He was the
son of Mr. William Dalglish Bellasis and Mrs.
Bellasis, of Sundorne Castle, Shrewsbury. On
leaving school he went to East Africa, where
he took up farming. The outbreak of war
found him there, and, two days after, he
enlisted in a detachment of East African
Mounted Rifles known as Bowker’s Horse.

His letters home, some of which are printed
in full in the Stonyhurst Magazine for February,
1915,
descriptions of the early stages of the campaign
in British East Africa, then invaded by the
German forces.

contain most Interesting and vivid

After scveral skirmishes with
enemy detachments on land, he shipped with
his party on one of the British armed river
steamers on Lake Victoria Nyanza, which
attacked and captured the German lake post
of Korrungu and a German lake steamer.

In a letter written late in September, 1914,
the writer described his pride in taking part in
this the first naval action in equatorial waters.

Another letter, written on October 14th,
noted his arrival at a {ront ten miles from
Longido, in the attack on which some weeks
later he was to lose his life. The Times for
November 27th, 1914, spoke of the action as
follows :—

“ On November 4th news was received that
a body of our troops had made an attack on
the enemy’s position at Longido on the German
side of the frontier. The attack commenced
at daybreak and continued until 7.30 in the
evening. The

German position was very

strongly held, but our troops are reported to

have behaved with the utmost gallantry. The
enemy’s counter attacks were repulsed and
much ground gained, but when night came
our troops were forced to withdraw through
lack of water.”

A comrade sent these details of the death of

Trooper Bellasis :—

The attack began at 7 a.m. on November 3rd: the
fire was murderous, rifle and Maxim bullets and shrapnel
falling all around. Mr. Bellasis was with the advance
guard who were all shot down by the same man, a
Boer sharp-shooter in the service of the Germans.
They were lying down to fire and nearly all were shot
through the head.

He goes on to say how much all were
attached to Mr. Bellasis.
devoted to him. He was always smiling,
cheery and good-humoured.”

“We were all

His Troop Commander, in a letter to his
father, described him as his
in the country and a universal favourite in the

<

‘ greatest friend

squadron.”
A comrade, who carried him from the open

“ shot

to cover after he was hit, found him
through the chest from one side to the other.”

It was a quarter to nine when he died.

In East Africa, at the time he joined up,
he was the owner of a fine house and a
flourishing farm. The Catholic
Zanzibar, who had visited him at his farm,
wrote to his father of his success as a farmer,

Bishop of

his remarkable ascendancy over the natives,
and his regularity in the discharge of his
religious duties.

Two of his brothers who were at Stonyhurst,
Lieut. R. F. E. Bellasis (1894) and H. Bellasis
(1892), served in the South African forces
during the war.
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WILLIAM J. D. BELLASIS,
Bowker’s Horse (East ArFricaAN MoUNTED INFANTRY).
Born 1882. O.S. 1894.

INilted in action, November 3rd, 1914, at Longido South. Tanganyika,
during the First Invasion of German East Africa.
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2nd Lieut. PHILIP WELLESLEY COLLEY, Royal Field Artillery.

Philip Wellesley Colley was born at Writtle
Park, Essex, on July 7th, 1887. He was the
seventh son among eight brothers and two
sisters, of a father and mother who have been
devoted patrons of Stonyhurst. His father,
after whom Philip was named, passed through
Stonyhurst from Hodder, and spent four years
in Philosophy with his brother, Reginald Colley,
who died while filling the post of Provincial
of the English Jesuits. His mother, the eldest
daughter of the Honourable William Petre,
was the eldest of fifteen children.

His early years were passed at Writtle Park,
atterwards in London, and the summer months
at Shinglestreet, a small village six miles north
of Felixstowe. Here, before following his
brothers to Stonyhurst, he, and the youngest
boy, Willie, displayed extraordinary skill as
yachtsmen. These two, aged eight and ten
respectively, sailed in the Oxford Whitewing
Class against first-class opponents, and many
In 1899 Phil came 1o
Hodder and passed through the College,
leaving Rhetoric in 19o6. In his studies he

were their victories.

maintained what he would have called with

a smile his ¢

‘golden mean ” ; he found no
difficulty in his work, but he was troubled by
sleeplessness, and the nights in the dormitories
were well-nigh unbearable ; yet he endured
seven years of this without complaint. In
1go5 he was Head of the Line, Colour-Sergeant
in the Cadet Corps, as it used to be, and
Assistant in the Sodality of Our Lady. At
games he was an adept; he played in the
College cricket team while in Grammar, and
his neat powerful play as full-back on the
football field was a feature of his team. After
his last match against Rossall, the well-known
Mr. J. Lewis, who always was referee for the
Schools, wrote an appreciation of his play
to the Athletic News :—

“ The annual encounter hetween Stonyhurst
and Rossall was played on Thursday. The
match was remarkable, because the Stonyhurst
side included two brothers named Colley, the
seventh and cighth sons of one father who
have played in the College tcams. T have seen
all the Colleys in their turns, but the one who
played left-back on Thursday was, in my
opinion, the best player this remarkable
football family has produced, and I know
many League clubs who would be glad to give

2

him a place in their team.

In Rhetoric Phil passed the qualifying
examination for Chartered Accountants, and
the next year took up this profession in London.
The sedentary life did not suit him, and much
to the regret of the firm with which he was
training, he decided to give up the profession
and to join his brother-in-law’s firm—Messrs.
Martin and Co., engineers, with their large
business centred in Calcutta—and spent the
next eight years working in the metal depart-
ment of the Indian firm.  When he left he was
in charge of a large and very successful depart-
ment. Phil’s life in India was successful from
every point of view. His business capacity
and shrewdness developed cnormously. He
threw himself into the social life of the city,
and became a gencral favourite ; he was a
good dancer, fine golf' and polo player and keen
horseman. He had joined the Calcutta Iight
Horse at the commencement of his life in India,
and to these manifold duties, in the enervating

climate of Calcutta, he was consistently faithful.

In 1916 Phil decided that he must come
home and fight in Irance for his country, but
every man was needed in India, and no one
was allowed to leave. At last, after much
scheming, he obtained a pass, and in May,
1917, he sailed for home. Soon after arrival

he obtained a commission in the R.F.A., and
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2np Lieur. PHILIP W, COLLEY,
Rovar. Fieip ARTILLERY.

Born 1887. 0O.S. 1899.

Gassed in action, April, 1918, at Kemmel Hill, Flanders.
Died of the effects, October 31st, 1918.
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2nd Lieut. PHILIP WELLESLEY COLLEY—continued.

went to the Royal Artillery Training School
at Brighton. There he spent four strenuous
months, and in December was posted to Preston,
prior to going out with a draft to France, and
during his stay at Preston he twice visited the
College.
leave, he went to France, and was posted to
““A” Battery of the 156th Brigade. His
battery was in the line, and, except for a spell
of three weeks in February for training, he

In January, 1918, after a fortnight’s

scems to have been continuously with his guns.
The Division was in the northern part of the
line, and so escaped the first German onset
in March, in which his younger brother, Major
W. Colley, was wounded. But in April, and
onwards, there was no respite, for his Division
had to stem the German attack in the north.
Through all the rush and worry his letters home
never failed, nor did they ever lose the cheery
tone of quiet fun which was characteristic of
him. So, from a critical position, he wrote :—

We are still winning ; remember we don’t retreat,
we only “‘ lead them on,” and one day we shall turn
and rend them. 1 have command of two guns, detached
{from the battery for a few days; the first day spelt
disaster ; when the rations arrived they consisted
of a lump of raw beef, three aged and powerful onions,
and a tin of jam ; this for ten men and myself!
Nothing to cook it with, and no water. We managed
to get some sort of cooking done eventually, and
found some wet in the ground. Fortunately, I had a
good supply of father’s chocolate, and we are keeping
the onions to throw at the Boche.

And then the longed-for leave to visit home
came out.

We have been in both battles for Wytschaete, and the
one for Kemmel Hill. I think your prayers are
answered ; one day I was missed four times by a sniper
ar'd hit twice by bits of shell, once through the sleeve
of my tunic and once through my gas helmet. A
strenuous day yesterday, on top of a busy night.
Fritz in a very playful mood. We are now behind the
lines counting what’s left of the brigade, and it doesn’t
take long.

Indeed, all the guns of the battery were shot
to pieces and half the personnel were killed.
When hit through the helmet, and the air full

of gas, of course he should have retired, but
he knew no man could be spared, and he
carried on through the day.

They say we did very well ; I know I ate a lot of
gas, if that helped at all; it reminded me of a very
small boat in a very rough sea.

il

The gas he had “ eaten” was a new kind,
and its effects were not known. Chest and
heart attacks followed, and he was returned
to Havre and then to the Russian Hospital in
London. While there he was able to spend the
day at home, and he even managed a quiet
The attacks,
however, became more frequent and more

The doctors could not understand

game of golf at Ranelagh.
violent.
them.

Fever has laid me low this last week ; I asked the
doctor what it was, and he says it belongs to the genus
he calls G.O.K. (God only knows), but I am now about
through with it.

As the attacks became worse, he was sent
down to Miss Russell’s private hospital, ¢ Nor-
manswood,” at Farnham. Here, as everywhere,
his fascinating personality attracted all around
him.

“ All who knew him, loved him,” writes his
kind hostess, who had turned her house into
a hospital ;
and one felt his goodness.”

“his personality was charming,

On October grd he went up to town to see
the family and a brother who had returned
on leave ;
more violent attack came on, and on the 26th

then shortly after his return, a

the family were summoned. He died peace-
fully after receiving all the Last Sacraments,
on October grst, happily and confidentdy, as
he had lived. It was a privilege,” said his
confessor, “‘ to do what I could for your dear
son ; the sting of death is taken away when
it is so beautifully entered upon.”

Phil's dcath was a crown to a fair life, and
a promise fulfilled. ‘ Thanks,” he wrote to
his mother from France, “ for all the prayers ;
I will help by always being ready, and it’s

not a hard journey then, is it? ”
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Lieut. HATTON CHARLES RONAYNE CONRON, 205th Squadron Royal Air Force.

(For portrait, sce page 49.)

Hatton Clonron was born in 1897, and came
to Stonyhurst on April grd, r1g912. Upon
leaving Stonyhurst in April, 1916, he took a
short coursc under an Army coach to prepare
for the entrance examination to Sandhurst.
This he failed to pass, because his chest
measurement did not reach the required
standard. Rather than wait for the next, he
joined the Artists’ Rifles at Romford. Whilst
there, in order to get out to the front as quickly
as possible, for he was afraid the war would
be over before he could see any fighting, he
decided to join the R.F.C., and was sent to
the aerodrome at Reading, upon leaving which
he obtained his commission and left for another
aerodrome at Doncaster, where he remained
for a few weeks and then was attached to the
75th Training Squadron, R.F.C., at Newcastle-
on-Tyne,

He made his first flight on October 24th,
1917, with an instructor, and on November 5th
he went up alone for the first time. From that
time, until he left for France, he sought every
opportunity of improving his knowledge and
of gaining experience in aviation, frequently
going up morning and afternoon, and handling
his machine with skill and judgment. He was
a most enthusiastic aviator, and said he was
never so happy as when in the air with his arms
folded, releasing the “joy stick,” and letting
his machine shape its own course. Only on
one occasion did he meet with a mishap, when,
being overtaken by a rather heavy fog, he had
to come down to within a hundred feet of the
ground in order to ascertain his bearings. He
carried away the top of a flagstaff, with
engines full on, in an attempt to clear a building
which suddenly loomed up in front of him.
In landing, he rammed the officers’ mess room

of a battalion quartered at Filton, much to
the consternation of those who were in it.

They were, however, soon reassured when they
saw in the wall (in which his machine was
stuck) the astonished face of the aviator, and
mirth took the place of alarm.

Having completed his six months’ course in
England, he was posted to France at the
beginning of April, 1918, for a month’s further
training, before being sent up to the front,
where he joined the 205th Squadron, R.A.F.
On May s5th he made his first flight over the
enemy lines; the objective was Chaulnes
railway station, where the enemy had amassed
of ammunition and

enormous quantities

material. In this raid he kept up well with
the squadron, flying at a height of 15,000 feet ;
they reached the target, discharged their
bombs, and returned safely. The raid lasted
2 hours 15 minutes without mishap, although
on the return journey they were heavily engaged
by the enemy. After this, almost daily, he
raided the same objective.

On May 15th the squadron raided Chaulnes
station in the morning and again in the
afternoon. During the latter raid it was
heavily attacked. His machine was unable,
through some slight engine trouble, it is thought,
to keep with or reach the height (15,000 feet)
at which the remainder of the squadron was
flying, but followed in the rear alout 1,000 feet
below it, and dropped its hombs, one of which
was seen to burst on the station.

On the return, being separated from the rest
of the squadron, he was attacked by several
enemy machines. Some of our scouts quickly
came to his rescue and ‘“ downed > three of
them, one of which he thought should be
placed to his credit, and he succeeded in
reaching our lines with his observer wounded
and his machine crippled.

On the following day, he wrote home in his
usual cheery strain, describing the fight and
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Lieut. HATTON CHARLES RONAYNE CONRON-—continued.

how cxciting these raids were, and said he
hoped to have his machine repaired and
returned to him in a few days, when he would
again be able to take his part in them.

The record of this flight was the last he
entered in his pilot’s log book.

On May 18th, his machine having been
repaired, he joined his squadron again on its
journey to Chaulnes station.

The frequent attacks of the British on this
important point, and the serious dislocation
of their plans, had obliged the enemy to
reinforce their defences, so that the 205th
Squadron was now meeting with very deter-
mined opposition both from the increasing
numbers of aircraft and the concentration of
anti-aircraft guns.

Lieut. Conron was again unable to keep his
position in the squadron, and, as before,
followed at about 1,000 feet below it, thereby
exposing himself to be singled out and attacked
by many of the enemy aircraft.

“He was last seen flying near Aubercourt
hetween the lines” (War Office). His Squadron
Leader, Capt. Dixon, reported the fighting on
the return journey as follows :—

I was leading the formation of the 205th Squadron
on the day he went down. We had dropped our
bombs on Chaulnes railway station, and on the return
journey were attacked by about fourteen enemy
aircraft of the Pfalz Triplane and “ V' Strutter
Albatross types. When very close to our lines I saw
Lieut. Conron’s machine about 1,000 feet below and
on my left, evidently having been driven out of his
position near the rear of the formation with two cnemy
machines on his tail. I immediately led the formation
down to him, whereupon the two enemy machines
left him alone. That was the last I saw of him as we
were being pressed on all sides and above, and he was
then flying towards the lines losing height slowly.

A letter was also received from Sergt.-
Observer P. L. Richards, who was in the
machine immediately preceding Lieut. Conron,

in which he said :—

Our squadron consisting of six machines left the
ground at 9.55 a.m. on May 18th, 1918. The objective
was, as usual, Chaulnes Junction. While getting our
height over the mouth of the Somme there was one
machine that could not keep with the formation, viz.,
Lieut. Conron, pilot, Iieut. Finnigan, observer.

The formation crossed the lines about 15,000 feet up,
while Iieut. Conron could only get up to 14,000 feet.
No sooner were we over the lines when we ran into
seven enemy aircraft, believed to have been Dfalz
scouts ; they kept their distance until we reached our
objective. No sooner had we dropped our bombs
than five triplanes and seven or ten Albatross scouts
appeared, so there were about twenty Huns to six
British machines. On our way back five Albatross
scouts dived at the machine that could not keep
up with the formation (lieut. Conron’s), and it burst
into flames, probably shot through the petrol tank.
The machine flew on for several scconds, until it
collapsed and went down like a ball of fire. I saw the
five Albatrosses dive at this machine, I fired about
250 rounds at them, bringing one down but apparently
under control. The fight lasted for ten minutes. When
I returned to the squadron I reported onc British
machine down in flames and one Hun driven down.

The foregoing is corroborated by the pilot
of another machine. This testimony of eye-
witnesses must set at rest any doubt as to
Lieut. Conron having been killed on May 18th,
1918, at Quesnel.
on the following day that they had reccived

The Air Board reported

from unoflicial but apparently reliable sources

information that he was ‘ missing.”

They
wrote afterwards to say it must be assumed
that he, as well as his observer, Lieut. Iinnigan,

was killed on that day.

The Adjutant of the wing spoke very highly
of him as being a good and careful pilot, and

a great favourite with all the men of the wing.

Hatton Conron was the grandson of the late
Mr. Hatton Ronayne Conron, J.P., and of Mrs.
Conron, formerly of ¢ The Grange,” Douglas,
Co. Cork, and son of Mr. Hatton Ronayne
Conron, of Croleslie, Mayficld, Sussex, and of
Mrs. Conron, nee Mildred Maitland-Addison,
daughter of Capt. Charles Maitland-Addison,
59th Regt.
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Lievr. HATTON CHARLES RONAYNE CONRON,

RovaL Air Force.
Born 1897. 0.S. 1912.

Killed in action near Le Quesnel, France, May 18th, 1918.
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2nd Lieut. BERNARD M. CASSIDY, 2nd Bn. Irish Guards.

Bernard Cassidy was born in 1893, and came
to Stonyhurst in 19o4 from West Cliff College,

Ramsgate. He was a clever boy, a member

of a clever class, and his name occurs several

times in our prize books. He was of a lively

disposition, and very popular. After leaving
Stonyhurst he was for some time tutor to the
Archduke Franz Carl of Austria, who came to
Stonyhurst as a Philosopher in 1912, and to
other members of the Austrian Imperial family.
At the outbreak of the war he joined the Army
Service Corps, attaining the rank of captain.

The following letter, written to his brother
Owen, by a fellow officer in the A.S.C., on
receiving news of his death, shows the esteem
in which he was held : —

People so lovable, so vital, and, I must add, so good
as dear old Casey, are so fcarfully rare, that his gallant
end must always lecave us poorer. You can’t live in
daily and hourly intercourse with anyone without
getting profoundly bored, or deeply attached to them,
especially in the rough and tumble of camp life, and
you know which way it took in this case. He was
absolutely the life and soul of the mess, and almost
every incident of my time with the train is bound
up with memories of what he said about it—how he
ragged us in some laughable mishap—how we feasted
in places like Amiens and Bethune—how we galloped,
he on Karna Sutra, and 1 on Dick (always a subject
of ragging between us)—how often we shared the same
billet, shack, or tent—how together we defied and
derided the authorities, and how ably and loyally he
always worked—all this is an imperishable memory.
I don’t know if there are other chaps like him—at
any rate they are rare—but it always seems that the
best are knocked out.

Bernard transferred from the Army Service
Corps, and entered the Irish Guards as a
regular soldier, becoming a 2nd Lieutenant.

The following extracts from a letter from
his brother Owen give the only details we

have of his death in action:

On April 13th, 1918, the Irish Guards were holding
a position S.E. of the I'orest of Nieppe. Bernard’s
company—No. 3—was sent to re-establish the position
on the left flank near Verte Rue and l.a Couronne,
near where the Ia Bassce Canal crosses the former.
From the first it was a hopeless undertaking, but
essential. They were surrounded almost at once
“ after a most gallant advance.” (I quote O.C. Brigade
of Guards, General Butler.) Bernard was on the left
flank, Mr. Fitzgerald in the centre, and lLord Settring-
ton on the right. Bernard was being enfiladed from
some houses on the left, and the position being un-
tenable he tried to fight his way back. A Sergeant and
six men managed to get away out of the centre company,
and the Larl of March tells me that Bernard could
also have got away had he not scen Lord Settrington
in difficulties on his right. He went back to help
him and in so doing lost his life. TFor a long time he
was supposed to have been taken prisoner with lLord
Settrington, as they were seen standing surrounded
by the Germans. So far the only notification of
Bernard’s death is a card from lLord Settrington,
who is a prisoner, saying, “ With regard to Cassidy,
he was shot through the head, and must have died
instantaneously.”

At Stonyhurst, Bernard was very popular,
and the First Prefect of the time testifies that
Bernard Cassidy and Jimmy Lavelle (killed
August 20th, 1915) were the two best Heads
of the Third Playroom that he had ever known.
His brother Frank was a Captain in the R.F.A_,
and his brother Owen was a 2nd Lieutenant
in the Royal Irish Rifles.

Their parents were Mr. and Mrs. Cassidy,
of Rostreven, Ramsgate.
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onp Lirur. BERNARD M. CASSIDY,
oND BN. IrisH GUARDS.
Born 1893. 0.S. 1904.

Killed in action in France, April 13th, 1918, at the Defence of Nieppe Iorest
during the Battle of Hazebrouck, third of the Battles of the Lys.

»



52 MEMOIRS

Capt. LOUIS CORBALLY, 65th Battery Royal Field Artillery.

Louis William Corbally was the third son of
Matthew J. Corbally, D.L., of Rathbeale Hall,
Swords, Co. Dublin.

His death Hazebrouck on
May 6th, 1915, from wounds received in action

occurred at

near Ypres on May grd.

Born in 1876, he was educated first at the
Oratory, from which he was sent to Stonyhurst,
whither his elder brother, Elias, preceded him
in 1882. He served through the Boer War
in the Dublin Yeomanry, and was taken
prisoner at Lindley.

In 1906 he married Nancy, daughter of
J. J. Whyte, D.L., of Loughbrickland, Co.
Down, Ireland.

He was a member of the London Stock
Exchange, and was engaged there, and also
in the management of some special business
for Brunner, Mond and Company, when the
war broke out. He then rejoined the Army,
receiving a commission as Captain in the
Royal Field Artillery.

The details of his death are contained in a
letter from his Major to his wife :(—

The 65th wagon line was being shelled, and Pownall
came up to fetch your husband, who was with the guns
at the time. Your husband met him on the way, as
he had scen from a distance that the wagon line was
getting it.

On their way a shrapnel burst above them, and a
bullet entered under the shoulder blade and lodged
between the heart and lungs. He was taken to a
dressing station close by at once, and went by motor
ambulance to Bailleul the same evening. He died
on May 6th, 1915, in hospital.

Your husband was much appreciated in the battery
and in the brigade for his valuable, soldierly qualities,

and he did a lot for the battery during the time he was
with it—improving their discipline, horse management,
and general administration, while the Major was
constantly tied to the gun line.

He possessed initiative to a marked degree, and
introduced many satisfactory innovations tending to
help the fighting of the battery, and based on his own
experiences with guns.

I am proud to be able to say [ considered your
husband a friend of mine, and in the short time [ knew
him I grew very fond of him. I only wish I had been

able to see more of him than I did. [ valued his

opinion and 1 hope that he valued mine, as we often
used to talk over matters affecting administration and
tactics, etc., when we met, and 1 think our ideas and
views were mutually interesting to each other.

His death was practically painless. During
the three days which preceded the end he was
quite conscious and resigned, and received the
Last Sacraments.

Capt. Corbally had visited Stonyhurst two
years before the war, staying a few days to see
his old school and old friends therc. He was
a very interesting talker, and impressed one as
a shrewd judge of men and affairs. As a
business man his abilities were recognised in
influential quarters, and he had been employed
latterly on some highly paid special work by
firms representing very wide interests. He
possessed a very ready pen, and had made a
successful trial of journalism before he took to
financial work, and even then he still con-
tributed articles on subjects which interested
him. He was a keen sportsman, and a good
game shot with the rifle and shot-gun, but his
favourite recreation was angling, on which
subject he would discourse most entertainingly
with kindred spirits.
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Carr. LOUIS CORBALLY,
RovaL FIELD ARTILLERY.
Born 1876. 0.S. 18go0.

Died at Hazebrouck, May 6th, 1915, of wounds received
in action near Ypres on May 3rd, 1915.
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Lieut. CHARLES COUPLAND, Royal Field Artillery, attached to the

Royal Flying Corps.

Lieut. Charles J. C. G. Coupland, R.F.A,,
attached to the R.F.C., was the son of the late
John Coupland, Esq., of Goscote Hall, Leicester,
and at one time Master of the Quorn Hunt,
and of Mrs. Coupland, of 16, Connaught
Square, W. He was a relative of the family
of the famous French General, Prince Murat.
Born in 1884, he came to Stonyhurst in 1895.
He was a remarkably amiable boy, of very
strong character. He remained at Stonyhurst
for five years, and at the age of 16 joined the
firm of Messrs. David Sassoon and Co.

The Manager of the firm wrote to his
mother :—

1 venture to write expressing my deep sorrow at the
loss of your son, who was not only a business colleague,
but a personal friend. I took him straight from
school, introducing him into business life at the request
of his father. Capable and amiable, and thoroughly
frank and open, I had the highest regard for
him. Ie will leave a great blank in the life of many
of us—of all those who knew him as intimately as I did.

When the war broke out he enlisted in the
Middlesex Yeomanry as a private; then
obtained a commission in the grd Hussars, but
as he was anxious to go to the front, he
exchanged to the Royal Field Artillery, and
later was attached to the R.}F.C. in France.

The manner of his death on May 6th, 1917,
appears in the following extracts from letters
from his brother officers :—

I have very bad news to tell you. Your son was
brought down by a hostile machine on the 6th whilst
doing artillery registration, and was killed. . . His
is a great loss to us, he was getting on so very well,
and was so keen about everything.

His Major added the following details :—

The machine your son was in fell just this side of
the lines, and at night they found him a little way
from the machine. He had been shot through the head,
and so could not have known anything about it. He
was buried quite close to where he fell. We are
making a cross in the Squadron, which will be placed on
the grave as soon as possible.

The Air Historical Branch, War Office,

reports to us :—

Left acrodrome 6/5/18 at 12.15 p.m. on Artillery
observation in the locality of Givenchy. Machine was
attacked by five enemy aircraft. 4th Canadian Division
reported machine burst into flames, both occupants
falling out.

The following is a letter from his Clolonel

in the R.IVA. :—
In the Tield,
June Oth, 1917.

Your son had been with me several months and had
only recently, and much to my regret and that of all
his brother officers, left me to join the R.IF.C. The
news of his death distressed us all very much, for his
was a most lovable personality, always so cheery, so
unselfish, and anxious to help others. He was one
of my best subalterns, and in fact I could always rely
that any duty he had to perform would be well and
efficiently carried out. 1 regretted exceedingly his
leaving my command, but I knew it would have been a
bitter disappointment to him had he failed to obtain
what his gallant spirit so much desired—to become one
of that band of heroes—our flying men. You may
rest assured his memory will long live with those who
knew him. Irom the first 1 felt drawn to him, as
everyone who knew him did, for his charm of manner
and company were ever very delightful. }e came
to see me not long before his death (and 1 thought
this was so nice of him), and told me much that was
interesting about his new work ; he was so cheery and
so full of enthusiasm, and was evidently full of happiness.
I doubt if any man who has died out here went to his
death with such perfect contentment and happiness
-—and how many have died!
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Lieur. CHARLES COUPLAND,
Rovar FieLp ArTiLLeErY (attached Rovar Frving Cores).
Born 1884. 0.5, 1895.

Killed in action near Givenchy, in France, May 6th, I917.
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Lieut. WILLIAM ST. JOHN COVENTRY, 1st Bn. The Bedfordshire Regt.

St. John Coventry was reported wounded and
missing on October 23rd, 1914. As no news
could be obtained of him, his relatives were
compelled to presume that he was killed on the
date on which he was reported missing. They
kindly supplied us with a portrait of him, and
what little information they could glean as to
the circumstances of his death in action.

St. John came to Stonyhurst in 1907, and
remained with us till 1gro.

He was a good-natured boy, industrious and
interested in his work. Everyone had a good
word for him. He possessed some musical
ability, and was for a long time a member of
the College choir. He had decided early in
his school course to enter the Army, and his
concluding years with us were spent in the
Army Class. In 1911 he passed into Sand-
hurst, and was gazetted to the 1st Bn. The
Bedfordshire Regt., with which he went to
Ireland, and from thence to France in August,
1914.

During the retreat from Mons he was Trans-
port Officer to his battalion, and brought his
transport through Mons without any loss, and
this, although his Division, the g5th, had a
very trying time.

His Major wrote saying how very reliable
he was, and always to be trusted to get his
job through.

It was while St. John’s company was attached
to the 1st Cheshires that they were rushed by
the enemy, before daylight, on October 23rd,
and nearly all the company were killed. A few
of them who returned reported that he fell,

shot through the head, while leading his men
at the outset of the Battle of La Bassee.

His Colonel, one of the few surviving officers
of his battalion, spoke of St. John as one of
his most promising officers.

He was killed at Violaines, onc mile N.W.
of La Bassee. He was mentioned in despatches
(January 14th, 1915) for good work during the
Mons retreat.

A letter from Major Allison, 1st Bn. The
Bedfordshire Regt., to Capt. Bassett, 2nd Bn.
The Bedfordshire Regt., dated January 16th,
1915, gives some details of his last fight :—

I have seen Capt. Davenport, who was commanding
the company at the time young Coventry and Litchfield
were lost. He says the company had been on outpost
duty at Violaines, near L.a Bassee, attached to the
~—— Regt. for the time being. ‘A’ Company had
relieved them during the night 22nd-23rd October, and
Capt. Davenport had directed Coventry and Litchfield
each to dig supporting trenches with their platoons,
and he himself went a little further back still. This
happened before dawn. There was suddenly a
““ hurroosh,” and the s came running back on
our men without any warning. They also held an
attack, which was made during the day, but at night
the whole British line was moved back from the position.
Nothing has since been heard either of Coventry or
Litchfield, or the greater part of their platoons.

Coventry had Dbeen in charge of the Regimental
Transport, but owing to our losses at Givenchy he could
no longer be spared for that purpose. He did his
job extremely well, and kept the whole of his transport
intact during the retirement from Mons to Touraine.
1 don’t think the same can be said of any other Transport
officer of the sth Division, and the 5th Division had
the most trying time of all during the retirement.

Born in 1893, St. John Coventry was the
son of Mr. John Coventry and Mrs. Coventry,
of Burgate Manor, Fordingbridge, Hants.
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Lieur. WILLIAM ST. JOHN COVENTRY,
1sT BN, THE BEDFORDSHIRE REGT.

Born 1893. 0.S. 1907.

Killed in action at Violaines, near La Bassce, October 23rd, 1914.
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2nd Lieut. WILFRID ALLEN J. DAVIS, 4th Bn. (attached 1st Bn.) The East Surrey Regt.

Wilfrid Davis was born in 1894, and came
into the Philosophy course at Stonyhurst in
October, 1911, from Wimbledon College, where
the earlier years of his school-life had been
spent. He left Stonyhurst before completing
the school year, and later took a mathematical
scholarship at Oxford. During his brief stay
at Stonyhurst his amiable disposition and
cheery manners made him popular with all.
As a student he was industrious, and obviously
talented, especially in his own line—mathe-
matics. All who remember him will regret
the early ending of a life so full of promise.

The following notice from the Tablet for
May 1st, 1915, supplies further details of his
career :—

“ Three days later appeared the name of
another gallant Catholic oflicer, who fell at
the age of only twenty-one, Lieut. Wilfrid Allen
Davis, of the East Surrey Regt., killed at
Hill 6o on April 21st, 1915. The youngest
son of Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Davis, of 82, Worple
Road, Wimbledon, he was educated at Wimble-
don College, Stonyhurst, and Oxford, where
he went in October, 1913, having won an open
mathematical scholarship at Jesus College.
He rowed in the College Eight, and also
represented his College at lawn tennis. He
was a member of the Oxford University O.T.C.,
and was gazetted in August, 1914, to the
4th Bn. The East Surrey Regt. On leaving
for the front on January 26th, he was attached
to the 1st Battalion, and went straight to the
trenches and to his death.”

A letter from his Commanding Officer gives
the details of his death in action :—

Your son was hit by a shell, and death was instan-
taneous ; he led his men brilliantly, and was killed in
an action in which this gallant regiment distinguished
itself more than words can say. It achieved wonders,
and withstood a most terrible bombardment which
some men had reported was impossible. I can only
add your son has a full share of the honour, and his
loss will be deeply felt in the regiment. He had made
himself very dear to all—officers and men.

A Company Sergecant-Major reported :—

We lost poor Lieut. Davis just at the last moment
before being relieved. He had worked very hard all
night alone, and after the enemy’s last unsuccessful
attack in the morning he was picked off right on top
of the hill where he had so splendidly kept the men
in hand all through that terrible night.

Another account says :—

The East Surreys held the crest of Ilill 60 against
a terrific fire of bombs, shells, and close range artillery
from three sides. The shelling and bombing became
so terrific that they were ordered to retire under the
crest of the hill, but they indignantly sent down a
message to say ‘‘ that they had not budged an inch,
and were not going to move.”

Lieut. Davis was the last oflficer of the
company left, having seen seven killed and
seven wounded.

There were other tributes of admiration and
sympathy from commanding officers, including
one from his Brigadier-General, all tending to
emphasise the quite remarkable impression
which Wilfrid Davis made on all his comrades-
in-arms during the few months he passed in
their company. A Military Chaplain, who
knew him, said of him, “I have met many
splendid types of oflicers since [ have been out
here for the past seven months, but I can
honestly say that Lieut. Davis was the finest
of them all.”

A brother officer, whom he helped when
wounded, wrote gratefully of his kindness :—

1 can never repay the kindness he showed me when
I was hit; he came and covered me up with his coat,
and cheered me when I thought I was going to die,
Afterwards I saw him going about, fearlessly disregard-
ing the perfect hail of shells and bullets which swept
round him. Several times I tried to get him to take
the ordinary precautions, but he only laughed, saying
“1 was born to be hanged, not shot!” He scems to
have done exceptionally well. When 1 went down
he was the only unwounded officer on the hill in our
Company.

<

His Company Sergeant-Major, who “ adores
the memory of Lieut. Davis,” described how on
the night of April 20th

He went during the night at the head of a few men
right up the hill to sece how many Germans were holding
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onD Liutr. W. A. ]J. DAVIS,
4TH BN. (attached 1st Bn.) THE EasT SURrREY REGT.

Born January 11th, 1894. 0.8, 1911.

Killed in action at Hill 6o, near Ypres, April 21st, 1915, defending the
crater on the crest of the hill.
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2nd Lieut. WILFRID ALLEN J. DAVIS——continued.

it. He came almost face to face with the Germans,
bombed them, and returned without a scratch.

When the East Surreys took the hill next morning
they found the defences in a verv bad state. The
parapet was broken, and dead and wounded lying
about it. Lieut. Davis selected for himself the most
dangerous place beside the huge crater and began to

build a parapet in full view of the Germans. They
fired on him, and several bullets caught him in the
chest. He fell into the crater dead, right on the crest
of the hill. That is his grave at the present moment,
for the Germans recaptured the hill. Had he been
spared he would be wearing the V.C.

So think we—Sergt. RReid and the whole battalion.

Capt. LEO CREAGH, 1st Bn. The Manchester Regt.

Capt. Creagh fell in the heavy fighting on
December 20th and 21st, 1914, near Givenchy.
His battalion had only left the trenches on the
17th when they were ordered out again on the
20th, at 11 a.m. They had to attack a village
and some trenches in the afternoon, during
which operations Capt. Creagh was reported
to have done good work.

“On the morning of December 21st, 1914,
just as the attack was being renewed at day-
break, Capt. Creagh was shot down in front
of the enemy’s trenches.

“A Sergeant, who was with him at the
time, said that he was leading his men with
conspicuous gallantry.”

The above details are taken from the account
of his death sent to his mother by his Colonel,
who expressed deep regret in the loss of so
gallant and capable an officer.

A brother officer and close friend, who had
had a conversation with Capt. Creagh just
before the second attack, during which he fell,
spoke of the heavy personal loss to himself of
a loyal friend, and to the regiment of a popular
and trusted leader.

The Major, second in command of the
regiment, on hearing that Capt. Creagh was
hit, hurried across the zone of fire to help him,
but was struck on the way and carried off to
the dressing station.

But his gallant attempt at rescue was probably

already too late, as eye-witnesses declared that
Capt. Creagh was killed instantaneously.

The Divisional Commander said subsequently
that the battalion had saved the whole British
line.

The following detailed account of the fighting
during the defence of Givenchy, 1914, in
which Capt. Creagh met his death, is taken
from the Manchester Guardian for January 15th,
1915 :

* Late at night an order was received that a
further attempt would be made to recapture
the fire trenches still held by the enemy, and
after a consultation between Major Hitchins
and Captains Creagh and Rose, and Lieut.
Mair, the attack was fixed for 6.0, at which
time it was hoped that the light of the burning
haystacks would be less effective in the dawn.

“ Shortly after six on Monday morning,
Companies 2 and g moved to the attack. This
attack never developed, as No. 1 Company
was so hard pressed that they could not advance,
and Companies 2 and g re-established them-
selves in the old support trenches. Capt.
Creagh was killed in this attack, and soon
afterwards Major Hitchins and Capt. Rose
were wounded.”

Capt. Creagh, born in 1880, son of the late
Brigade-Surgeon William Creagh, M.D.; and
Mrs. Creagh, of Grangewood Lodge, Lullington,
Burton-on-Trent, came to Stonyhurst in 18g2.
He entered the Army in 1899, and had served
through the South African War, including
the defence of Ladysmith, during which his
battalion took a leading part in the Battle of
Wagon Hill.
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Photo by Abrahams, Burton-on-Trent.

Capr. LEO CREAGH,

1sT BN. THE MANCHESTER REGT.
Born 188o0. 0.S. 1892,

Killed in action in France, December 21st, 1914, at the Defence of
Givenchy, 1914.
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2nd Lieut. SAMUEL H. D’ARCY, D.S.O., Royal Air Force.

Second Lieut. Samuel 1>’Arcy was the elder
son of Vicomte D’Arcy, a member of an old
Trench family, and Vicomtesse D'Arcy, of
ILadbroke House, Redhill, and was born at
Redhill on July 14th, 1898. His preparatory
school was Ladycross, Seaford, whence he was
sent to France, to the Peres FEudistes, St.
Jean-de-Bethune, Versailles. He took his
Baccalaureat in ILatin and languages. He
came to Stonyhurst to join the Philosophers
in October, 1915. He had considerable artistic
gifts, and was quite a good performer on the
violoncello. After leaving Stonyhurst in 1916,
at the end of the scholastic year, he joined the
Royal Flying Corps, receiving his commission
September 4th, 1916, and his ““ wings ” on
March 15th, 1917. His younger brother,
Norman, was an artillery officer in the French
Army. He went overscas on March 21st, and
by July had gained the D.S.O., being at that
time the youngest 1>.5.0O. in the Army. The
distinction is very rarely conferred on officers
of his rank. The official terms of the award
were as follows : —

“ For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to
duty in continually attacking and dispersing
hostile infantry and transport from a very low
altitude. Whilst engaged in this he was
wounded, but refused to return until he was
almost unconscious. He also showed great
courage and determination on several occasions
in attacking hostile aircraft, destroying some,
and forcing others to descend.”

Writing to congratulate him, his C.O. said :—

You very wcll deserved it; 1| was very pleased to
hear about it, only | should have put you in for a V.C.

His Flight-Commander also wrote :—

I was very glad that you got the D.S.0.; it was a
splendid show of yours at Messines.

He was severely wounded on June 7th, 1917,
with several bullets in the right thigh and
leg, but in spite of this, according to the
testimony of one of his C..O.’s, *“he kept on
for quite an hour, flying very low, harassing
hostile infantry, until he became exhausted,

and landed his machine, riddled with bullets,
in a Canadian trench. Before he was wounded
he had brought down several hostile aircraft,
cut up a convoy, and wrecked, killing its
occupants, a heavy stafl motor car.” His
military record at the Air Board was a very

remarkable one. His Lieutenant-Colonel spoke

of him as “a brilliant fighter, a brilliant
airman, with a marvellous hand.”

A medical oflicer in charge of pilots described
him as ““one of the finest types I have ever
met. I have met three ¢ super-men,” —— -
For all three I had a
deep aflfection and admiration.”

D’Arcy, and ————.

After receiving his wounds, he was in Lady
Ridley’s hospital in London, and when he
learned that he had heen awarded the D.S.O.,
he wrote at once to Stonyhurst to announce,
as he told his father, ‘“ one more war distinction
for dear old Stonyhurst.” According to the
same testimony, he simply loved > Stony-
hurst, and in the letter he wrote at the
time there was no hint of any thought of
himself, but solely of the good name of the
College.

We get occasional glimpses of his strenuous
life at the front in his letters to his parents :—
“ My observer and myself have been mentioned
in the R.F.C. communique this week for
¢ descending to 200 feet and firing on small
parties of Germans on the — - - road.  Also
for descending to within 200 feet of a trench
filled with Germans, and firing over 500 shots
at them with good effect.’
I had a scrap yesterday against three German
scouts. We were four British machines. The
Germans had the advantage of speed and
facility of manceuvring.

My observer and

My observer, and
incidentally myself, brought down one German
machine, which was seen to dive out of control.
This Hun is my first victim. Let us hope
there will be many more.”

And again :—“ I'm very happy and well,
although we’ve been put through it the last

few days. We average about five hours’ flying
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Plroto by H. P. Robinson & Son, Redhill.

onp Lievt. SAMUEL H. D’ARCY, D.S.O.,
RovarL AIr FoRrce.

Born 18¢8. 0.8, 1915.

Accidentally killed while flying on active service, June 8th, 1918.
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2nd Lieut. SAMUEL H. D’ARCY, D.S.O. —continucd

over the lines cvery day. Still, it’s very
interesting work.”

After recovering from his wounds, he was
sent to a training station, for experimental
work, laboratory designing, test-flying—most
interesting, captivating, but withal dangerous
work, that can only be undertaken by proved
and tried airmen. His comrades of his flying
squadron were longing to have him rejoin
them at the front, but unfortunately he was

2nd Lieut. WILLIAM CREAGH, 7th Bn.

Second Lieut. W. Creagh, of the Leinster
Regt., was badly wounded when leading a
night patrol, on March 6th, 1917, and died
carly the next morning. He came to Hodder
in the school year 18g1-2, and left the College
when he had reached the class of Grammar,
in the year 1897, at the age of 16.

One of his contemporaries recalls him as a
boy of quiet disposition, good at games, and
popular among his companions.

After leaving Stonyhurst he was for some
years in the Munster and Leinster Bank, and
when the war broke out in South Africa he
was stationed at Fermoy, Co. Cork. Although
very young, he enlisted in the 5th Lancers,
and saw a good deal of active service while in
South Africa. On the conclusion of the Boer
War he returned to the Bank, where he remained
until the outbreak of the Great War. He
immediately rejoined the Army, and in Decem-
ber, 1915, he applied for and obtained a
commission as 2nd Lieutenant in the grd Bn.
The Leinster Regt., then stationed at Cork.

He proceeded to the front in France in
September, 1916, being attached to the 7th
Battalion of the regiment. There he saw much

killed, accidentally, on June 8th, 1918. His
Major wrote that °“death was absolutely
instantaneous, and just as much on active
service as if he had fallen in France. He was
quite one of the most popular men at this
station, and his death is an awful shock to all

of us.”

The funeral took place at Ipswich Cemetery
on June 12th, 1918.

The Leinster Regt.

service, until he was killed by a machine
gun bullet, near Messines, and was buried at
Wulverghem. He left a widow, whose brother,
also in the 7th Leinsters, was killed in action
in 1916. Lieut. Creagh was the only son of
the late Mr. Willlam Creagh and of Mrs.
Creagh, of Mallow, Co. Cork.

The details of his death are given as follows
by his Colonel :—

He was going out on patrol about four in the morning,
and had just got over the parapet when he was hit
by a machine gun bullet, which passed through his
abdomen, and came out at the base of his spine. e
was brought in and lived for five hours, and was not
expected to die at all, but sank suddenly and died in
a few minutes. 1 don’t think he suffered much, and was
quite cheerful, talking about going home, and how
long he would be getting there. His sudden death
came as a painful and sad surprise to us all. He is
buried at Pond Farm, where his grave is plainly marked.
I need hardly tell you how terribly we all miss him.
He was a model officer, loved by all his men and
respected by every officer in the battalion. If we
could only have more of his sort out here the Army
would be the better for it.

All his brother officers referred to him in
terms of high praise, his Company Commander
speaking of him as “my best officer and
dearest friend.”
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Photo by Guy & Co., Cork.

onp Lieur. WILLIAM CREAGH,
7TH BN. THE LEINSTER REGT.
Born 1881. 0.S. 1891,

Killed in action near Messines, in Flanders, March 7th, 1917.
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Lance-Corpl. FRANK DEALY, 43rd Bn. Australian Infantry.

¥rank Dealy was the elder brother of Lieut.
Sydney Dealy, killed March 7th, 1918, at whose
funeral he was the chief mourner when Lieut.
Sydney Dealy was buried at Stonyhurst on
March 11th, 1918.

In many respects Frank and Sydney were
much alike. Coming to Hodder, they at once
made their names as athletes, and very soon
showed that their ability was not to be limited
to the playing fields, but that they valued
intellectual prowess equally with physical.
After
winning the College colours in cricket, football,

Irank Dealy was a noted athlete.

and hockey, he captained the foothall team in
1910, and the cricket team in 1912, being at
the same time Head of the Line.

No ““Grand Academies” came, but Frank’s
name was on the prize list, and in addition to
the Premium Primi, or Secundi Ordinis, he
carried off in Grammar the Macaulay
Geography Prize, the prize for General Know-
ledge, and for the Thousand Latin Verses ; in
Poetry, the Religious Doctrine, and Mathe-
matical (Trigonometry) Prizes; while in
Rhetoric he passed the London Matriculation,
and won the Religious Doctrine and Chemistry
Prizes.

In the O.T.C. he was given his three stripes,
wore the “efficiency ” badge, and was a

first-class shot.

He left Stonyhurst in 1912, and entered the
University of Adelaide, where he passed the
Higher Public Examination, and won the
Ridley Memorial Scholarship.

Owing to Sydney’s death, and to his parents’
intention of coming to Europe, Frank had
decided to go to Oxford or Cambridge after
the war to work for his degree in science.

The official Australian record is as follows :—
“On August 26th, 1918, Corpl. Dealy was
struck in the head by a fragment of steel, and
died instantly. The battalion was doing an

open advance at the time. He was buried on

the spot where he fell, 1,500 yards N.N.W. of

Suzanne, Irance; time did not permit to

remove him to a cemetery. A durable wooden
cross, bearing name and full regimental par-
ticulars, was crected over his grave.”

Suzanne is a litile distance E. by N.E. of
Bray. The Australians captured Cappy and
Suzanne on August 26th.

The subjoined letter from Frank’s Captain

gives fuller details :—

TLance-Corpl. Dealy and two of his comrades---all
members of a Lewis-gun tecam in ““ D7 Company---
were standing in a trench at 1 p.m. on August 26th.
They were sharing their rations, when a shell landed
near by and killed them all instantancously. Lance-
Corpl. Dealy was struck in the head and suffered no
pain. He was buried that night very near the spot
where he was killed, and that is (Sheet 62¢) G, b.6o, 75,
1,000 yards N.W. of the village of Suzanne, on the
north bank of the Somme, seven miles west of Peronne.
A temporary wooden cross was placed over his grave,
and it will be well cared for. 1 will go and see it myself
before going on leave. I got the above details from
Lance-Corpl. Giles, “ I Company, 43rd Battalion.
He was in the same company, and a few yards from
I'rank when he fell.  He liked him very much, and says
he was a fine chap. The Adjutant of the battalion
told me the same thing. He also said that Dealy’s
Company-Commander, Licut. Martin, had said to him
when the news reached him : ‘“ One of the best fellows
in the company gone ! ”’

Born in Hong Kong on May 26th, 1895,
Frank was the elder and only surviving son of
the late Mr. Thomas Kirkman Dealy, formerly
headmaster of Queen’s College, Hong Kong,
and of Mrs. Dealy, of 45, Brougham Place,
North Adelaide, South Australia.
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Lance-Corrpr. FRANK DEALY,
43RD BN. AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY.

Born May 26th, 1895. 0.S. 1905.

Killed in action at Suzanne, France, on August 26th, 1918, during the Second
Battles of the Somme, 1918.
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Lieut. MAURICE DEASE, V.C., 4th Bn. The Royal Fusiliers.

The graceful verses which preface this

memoir are from the pen of an old friend of

Lieut. Dease.
MAURICE DEASE.
The spring of his life had scarce gone by.
There was promise of fruit to be :
Summer was still in the Belgian sky.
But the antumn-harvester, Death, came nigh,
Gathering flowers for glee.
Ie gave his best and he gave his all
When he put his youth at stake ;
He dared what he might at duty’s call,
Ifager to live but ready to fall,
If it were for his country’s sake.
The spring of his life no summer knows—
Irarewell to the ficlds of Meath !
In his Irish home is a budding rose
Shall live perchance to the early snows,
Till the winds of winter breathe.
Ile held the bridge and he worked his gun—
It was what he was set to do;
I'or cowardly fear in his heart was none,
The thing to do he had always done,
And now he would fight this through.
He fought and he bled ; he fought and he fell;
He did what a brave man could :
He faced the terrors of shot and shell.
Is it well with him ?  Oh, indeed, it is well,
For he died as a brave man should.
Honour to whom there is honour due,
To the soldiers that strove and died :
And here, for honour, dear Maurice, to you,
Is a posy of flowers we come to strew
With our sorrow and lasting pride.
Q. Z.
The following is an extract from a letter of
an officer of the 4th Bn. Royal Fusiliers :—
Maurice Dease died really gallantly, and we hope
to get a special mention of him in despatches. He
and all his machine gunners were killed. The whole
regiment was really proud of him and the way in
which he worked his machine guns on the bridge at
Mons. In him everyone mourns the loss of one of the
most popular and best officers of the regiment.
Maurice was the first alumnus of Stonyhurst
to give his life for his country in the Great War.
He was the only son of Mr. and Mrs. Edmund
A letter from

another officer, the second in command of the

Dease, of Levington, Mullingar.

battalion, dated September 5th, gives further
details and appreciation of his character :—

September s5th, 1914.

..... You will, T expect, have heard by now of
your son Maurice having been killed at the Iattle of
Mons. He died as a gallant soldier should, defending
the passage of a bridge with his machine guns most
heroically—mnearly all the machine gun detachment
were killed—and the guns continued firing until they
were put out of action by the enemy’s rifle fire and
shells. Maurice set the men a most splendid example ;
although wounded in the arm quite early, he refused
to leave the guns. We all loved him-—one of the best
officers we had in the regiment.

Another officer of his battalion wrote :—-

..... So strong was his (Maurice Dease’s) sense
of duty from the first (when he joined the regiment)
that I never once remember having to find fault with
his work. . . . . He had a most excellent way with
his men, was always kind and thoughtful to them, but
at all times dignified. Deeply religious without making
a parade of the fact, he gained everyone’s respect.
His gallant death is only what I should have expected ;
his duty was always first, and he had a complete
mastery over himself. . . . . Maurice leaves a blank
space in the regiment, which will not be filled as long
as his friends serve in the Royal Fusiliers. We have
lost a gallant comrade, and cheery and steadfast
friend. . . . . .

Maurice Dease was born in 1889, and came
to Stonyhurst in 1go3. He was distinctly a
boy of character. Though good-natured and
amiable, he was yet full of determination, and
as Head of the Third Playroom, and later of
the Second Playroom, he could make his
influence felt in unmistakable fashion when he
had a mind to. Among the offices held by
him during his school career was that of
 Aviary Boy,” and he discharged the duties
of his charge with characteristic thoroughness.
“Yo’ve nobbut to tell yon lad what wants
doin’, and it’s bahn to be done,” was what
one native permanent official of the aviary
used to say of him. He was indeed absolutely
dependable, and anything entrusted to him
“was bahn to be done ”—and done well.

To see old Father Myers, then a man of
no small weight, limping slowly along to say
Mass, leaning on the arm of his favourite
server, Maurice Dease, was an object-lesson
in the respectful and thoughtful sympathy of



Photo by Lafayette, London.

Lirur. MAURICE DEASE, V.C.,
4TH BN. THE RovaL FusiLIERs.
Tue First V.C. oF THE GREAT WAR.
Born 188¢. 0.S. 1903.
Killed in action at Nimy Bridge, near Mons, August 23rd, 1914.

The priority of Licut. Dease’s V.C. has been definitely established by the War Office in a letter to Stomhhrst dated
October 1st, 1926, For the full text of this letter see Appendix to Memoirs under * Dease.”
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Lieut. MAURICE DEASE, V.C.—continued.

the right-minded boy for venerable old age.
“ There is something very lovable about that
boy,” the old man used to say. ‘ There is a
Lancashire word,” he added, ¢ which hits off
¢ Jannock,”
says the English Dialect Dictionary,  means
It describes
one who may be counted upon to stand by his

his character—he is jannock.”
fair, straightforward, genuine.”

faith, his friend, or his duty, come what may.
And he did not fail when it came to the supreme
test of manly duty.

The  Special Mention in despatches,” of
which his brother officer wrote, was changed
soon afterwards for a recommendation for the
highest of all awards for gallantry, and on
November 16th, 1914, he was formally granted
the Victoria Cross, his V.C. being actually
the first gained by anyone during the Great

War, as we learn from the War Oflice
(Historical Branch).

The official grounds for the award read as

follows :—
“ War OFFICE,
““ November 16th, 1914.

“ His Majesty the King has been graciously
pleased to approve the grant of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Oflicer for
conspicuous bravery while serving with the
Expeditionary Force :—

Lieut. Maurice James Dease,
4th Bn. The Royal Tusiliers.

“ Though two or three times badly wounded,
he continued to control the fire of his machine
guns at Mons on August 23rd until all his men
were shot. He died of his wounds.”

The whole incident is fully described in the
Introduction to this volume.

Lieut. EDWARD J. CORMAC-WALSHE, 2nd Bn. The Leinster Regt.

Lieut. Cormac-Walshe is well remembered
at Stonyhurst, where he concluded his long
school career as one of the Heads of the Line
and a prominent member of the football and
cricket elevens. Shortly before the war he
joined the Leinster Regt., and went to France
He had
been through much stiff fighting before he was
fatally wounded on October 2i1st, 1914. He
lingered two weeks in hospital, and was visited
by his relatives. He died on November sth,
1914, at No. 13 General Hospital, Boulogne,
aged 22 years.

with the original expeditionary force.

It was during the fighting round Lille in
October, 1914, that he received his fatal wound.
His battalion had been engaged with the enemy
for two weeks previously on the Aisne front.
On October 215t a strong German force
developed a surprise attack on the thin British
line held by the Leinsters about nine miles
from Lille. They were directed to hold their
trenches at all costs, against vastly superior
numbers. ‘The Leinsters suffered heavily, two

Captains beingkilled, and Lieut. Cormac-Walshe
mortally wounded in the head.

That he had borne himself stoutly in action
a brother officer testified :—

Licut. Cormac-Walshe frequently took risks. e
was fatally wounded under these circumstances. lle
had left the trenches with some men to locate the
German guns and was shot down in the course of this
reconnaissance. His men could not remove him till
dark, so they covered him with blankets and left him
where he fell.  There he lay for eighteen hours before
they could get him away.

His Colonel wrote, describing his last fight :—

He was gallantly leading his men when he was
severely wounded in the head and removed that night
to the dressing station. He was a most capable
officer, and is much regretted by all of us, officers and
men.

His elder brother, Capt. H. J. Cormac-
Walshe, R.F.A., died on November 7th, 1917,
of wounds received in action on October 2gth.
They were the sons of Mr. Edward Cormac-
Walshe, J.P. and D.L. for County Mayo, and
Mrs. Cormac-Walshe, of Castle Hill, Crossmolina,
Co. Mayo.
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Lieur. EDWARD CORMAC-WALSHE,
oND BN, THE LEINSTER REGT.

Born 189g2. 0.8, 1904.

Died November sth, 1914, from wounds received in
action on Octobher 21st, near Lille,
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Lieut. WALTER H. DENSHAM, M.C., 110th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Walter Densham, or Harry, as he was
familiarly known, came to Hodder in 1907,
and remained at Hodder and the College
until April, 1gro. After leaving Stonyhurst
he went to Ladycross, and thence to Shrewsbury.
From Shrewsbury he passed into Sandhurst,
whence he received a commission in the
South Lancashire Regt. on August 27th, 1915,
transferring later to the R.F.A. He died of
wounds in the s5th Canadian Hospital at
Doullens, after receiving all the last Sacraments.
His Chaplain described him as “a fine fellow
and a real credit to Stonyhurst.”” He had
been on active service in France since
February 4th, 1916, and was not eighteen
until the following April. Twice mentioned
in despatches, he gained the Military Cross,
September 26th, 1917. The reasons for the
award were thus officially stated :—

“Tor conspicuous gallantry and devotion to
duty when his battery was under heavy hostile
shell fire.
by the bombardment amongst gun pits, ammu-
nition dumps and camouflage, he organised
a party and extinguished the fires, thereby
saving four guns from being put out of action,
and a large amount of ammunition from being
destroyed. He set a splendid example of
personal courage and initiative.”’

Extensive fires having been caused

A brother officer wrote :—

We were all very fond of him, for in addition to
being a splendid soldier, he was a real man, and always
considerate for others before himself and his own
interests. Major had a very high opinion of him,
too, and when in England some six months ago could
not say sufhcient in praise of him.

The Adjutant testified :—

He was very popular in the Brigade, and every-
one admired him for his pluck. He did particularly
well at Vimy Ridge, at the Battle of Messines, and at
Ypres. He was recommended several times for the
M.C. before getting it, and ought to have got it much
carlier than he did. I mourn the loss of a personal
friend, and the whole brigade the loss of a very gallant
officer.

The following letters bear witness to his worth,

and give the details of his death on April 7th,
1918, after the Battle of the Ancre, 1918,
during which he was wounded on April 5th :—

From his Captain :—

A/110TH BBRIGADE,
R.F.A.

1 am very sorry indeed to have to inform you of
the death of your son, Lieut. W. H. Densham, M.C,,
of this battery.

He was very badly hit in the head, side, and right
leg, while acting as forward observation officer on the
5th of this month, and died from his wounds in a
C.C.S. at Doullens.

1 did not write earlier because we had very great
hopes that he would live. We thought his strength
and pluck would pull him through, but unfortunately
the head wound did not give him much chance. I have
not been notified of his death yet, but the R.C. Chaplain
went to the hospital and brought the sad news back.

Our Major was killed on the day your son was wounded,
and the men were quite upset, then this bad news
followed and quite knocked the battery into a heap.

He was only a boy when he died, but he has been
doing more than a man’s work for the past three years,
and what is more, he has done it well. On the day he
was hit, two of our signallers very gallantly went
through a very heavy enemy barrage to carry him
from the trenches to a dressing station, and as they
were passing the battery your son tried to sit up on the
stretcher, and called out to the men to carry on.  This
cheery message, coming as it did when the battery was
firing hard and having a bad time, did wonders, and
the men proved that they could, and would, carry on
in the face of everything.

From the Chaplain :—
April 8th, 1918.
An hour or so ago 1 left the Canadian Hospital near
here, and the Catholic Chaplain there told me of the
sad death of your son. It was a great blow to me, and
I regretted that I had not been able to see him since
he was wounded last I'riday. When he was wounded
1 was about a mile away, and he was taken away in
an ambulance before I could reach him.
the Chaplain of the hospital will have told you how
he was conscious when he entered, and died cheerfully

However,

after receiving the Last Sacraments yesterday (Sunday)
morning.

He was the only Catholic officer in my batteries, and,
being a Jesuit boy, he was soon at home with a Jesuit
Chaplain. I used to pass on my Stonyhurst Magazines
to him, and he was always glad to talk about his old
college.
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Lieur. WALTER H. DENSHAM, M.C,,
Rovar FIELD ARTILLERY.
Born 1898. 0.S. 1907.

Died at Doullens, April 7th, 1918, of wounds received in

action, April sth, 1918, near Hebuterne, during the

Battle of the Ancre, 1918, sixth of the First Battles
of the Somme, 1918.
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Lieut. WALTER H. DENSHAM, M.C.—continued.

His bravery was an acknowledged fact among officers
and men. An officer said to me three months ago:
" Heis one of the bravest fellows I have met in France.”
You have no idea how splendidly he behaved, and what
confidence his calmness and energy instilled into the
gunners of his battery during the first days of these
last two wecks. Now that all is over I may tell you
that he was with his guns in action for two entire days
and nights without sleep, and with very little food, and

that he actually fell down with sheer exhaustion, and
was forced to sleep. Yet he was at his guns again
when he felt sufficiently recovered. This is literally
true.

Lieut. Densham was the only son of Sir
Harry Densham, K.B.E., and Lady Densham,
of Glewstone Court, Ross-on-Wye. He was

born in 1898.

Capt. THEODORE CREAN, Ist Bn. The Northamptonshire Regt., attached

Royal Flying Corps.

“Capt. Theodore Crean, 1st Bn. The
Northamptonshire Regt., attached to the Royal
Flying Corps, was killed in an aeroplane
accident in France on October 26th. Born in
1880, the only son of the late Dr. Richard
Crean, of Higher Broughton, Manchester, who
died in 1903, and of Mrs. Crean, who lived
after his death at Hough Green, Chester, he
had previously seen service in South Africa,
for which he received the Queen’s medal
with five clasps. After serving in the Militia,
he became 2nd Lieutenant in the Lancashire
Fusiliers in 1go2, and while holding the rank
of Licutenant he was employed with the West
Africa Regt.
Northamptonshire Regt., in which he obtained

In 1908 he transferred to the
his Company in 1913. He went out again to
West Africa in February, 1913, and was
employed with the Frontier Force.”—The
Times, October gist, 1914.

It will be seen from the letters from brother
officers printed below that Capt. Crean’s death
was not due to an ‘ aeroplane accident,” but
to the fire of the enemy directed against the
acroplane and its occupants.

A brother officer gave further details of his
death and some words in appreciation of his

character : -

I am writing to tell you how very sorry we all are
about your son’s death. Though he had not been with
us a long time he had made himself universally liked
and we all feel his loss very deeply. He was an
observer in an acroplane at the time, and I was on the
ground observing his signals when he was hit by a
bullet and death must have been instantaneous. His
pilot was also killed, and we buried them together
beside the machine. As there was no clergyman near
we said the Lord’s Prayer over the grave, and after
burying them we made a cross out of some picces of
wood on which I cut their initials with a knife, and 1
wrote their names on a piece of paper which 1 put
inside a bottle and placed it on top of the grave.

Further testimony to the impression he made
on his comrades is contained in a letter from

his Commanding Officer, Major Raleigh,

commanding No. 4 Squadron R.F.C. :(—

We had only known him for the last few weeks
since he was attached to us, but in that time had all
learned to admire and like him, and now miss him
very much. He had done awfully good work with us,
and at the moment of his death was doing splendidly
in observing our artillery fire and signalling to us
from the air. They had to fly low owing to the clouds,
and the machine was under a heavy fire. It was seen
to be suddenly enveloped in flames and dived to the
ground. Your son and the pilot, Lieut. C. G. Hosking,
R.F.A,
together the same afternoon near Gheluvelt, between
Ypres and Menin.

were killed instantly. We Dburied them

Capt. Crean, who came to the College in
1894, was the first Stonyhurst man of the
Flying Corps to be killed in action in the war.
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Carr. THEODORE CREAN;,
1sT BN. THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGT.
(attached RovaL Fryine Cores).
Born 1880. 0.S. 1894.

Killed in action near Gheluvelt, in Flanders, October 26th, 1914.
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Lieut. THOMAS SYDNEY OUGH DEALY, Australian Flying Corps.

Sydney Dealy’s death, which occurred on
Thursday, March 7th, 1918, was the result of
a flying accident at Ayr.

He and his brother Frank had spent the
previous week-end at Stonyhurst—their first
meeting since Frank had left for France,
fifteen months before.

Sydney was born in 1896, and came to
Hodder in 19o5, where he spent two years.
His subsequent College career was marked
with singular success, as is shown by the
positions which he filled as head of the Third
Playroom, second head of the Higher Line,
and his places in the football team and cricket
eleven.

Thoroughness and keenness were the out-
standing features of his character.

He left Stonyhurst for Australia in 1913,
and went to study at the Agricultural School
of Roseworthy, where he spent three years.
He secured the first-class diploma for agriculture
and allied sciences, won the Old Students’
Cup for the highest aggregate in agriculture
and veterinary sciences, and also a special
medal for veterinary work. He enlisted in
the Australian Infantry Force in 1916, and
qualified for his commission. Before, however,
this was granted to him, he volunteered to
become one of the special draft, and left
Australia for England with the rank of Sergeant.
After two or three months spent in England,
he obtained a transfer into the Australian
Flying Corps, and was sent to Oxford for his
cadetship. Here, again, he gave proof of the
thoroughness with which he applied himself
to whatever he undertook by obtaining his
pilot’s certificate in the short space of five

weeks. Whilst training at Grantham he had

his first bad smash, owing to a defect in his
machine. He fell 200 feet, and was fortunate
enough to escape with a fractured forcarm
and some slight head wounds. Subsequently
to this, he was twice in hospital owing to
similar accidents, and was so badly shaken
that his discharge was merely a matter of form.
His strong sense of duty, however, prevented
him from facilitating his dismissal, and his
quick promotion proved his worth and the
esteem in which he was held. He secured his
wings and second star in quick succession,
after which he was sent to a flying school at
Ayr, where he had spent a few weeks when
the accident occurred which caused his death.
He was with us on March 2nd, and on Thursday,
March 7th, we heard of his death.

At his brother’s request, his body was brought
to Stonyhurst from Scotland for burial, accom-
panied by officers representing the English,
Australian, and American Flying Corps.

The dirge was sung on Sunday, March 1oth,
the body having been brought to the church
draped with the Union Jack, where it remained
till the Solenm Requiem on the following
morning. Iull military honours were given him
by the College O.T.C. This was the firstmilitary
funeral to take place at Stonyhurst, and, unless
we are mistaken, the first to be carried out in
full by any Junior Officers’ Training Corps.

The Military Chaplain at Ayr, writing to the
Rector, said of him :—

e was a splendid Catholic lad, a credit to his
religion and to his college. I know that he was coming
to Confession this evening, and I also knew that he had
no fear of dying without the grace of God. He had
nothing to fear, a splendid, straight, purc-minded and

steady lad. He walked in the midst of temptation
without a stain.
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Photo by Mrs. Frank Unwin, Grantham.

Lirur. THOMAS SYDNEY OUGH DEALY,
AvustrAaLIAN Frying Cores.

Born 18g6. 0.S. 1905,

Accidentally killed on active service while flying at Ayr, Scotland, March 7th, 1918.
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Capt. HENRY ARUNDELL DE PENTHENY O’KELLY, 18th Hussars.

All who were at School at Stonyhurst with
Henry O’Kelly will remember him well. A
tall, fair-haired, fine-looking fellow he was ;
always full of fun and high spirits, and as
good-natured as lively. No one could help
liking him. He was fairly prominent at games,
and a good actor and elocutionist. Shortly after
leaving College he entered the Army, serving
with his regiment, the 18th Hussars, in India,
and later through the South African War.

The following brief summary of his military
career 1s from The Times for May 27th, 1915 :—

* Capt. Henry Arundell de Pentheny O'Kelly,
of the 18th Hussars, was born in 1869, received
his first commission in 1goo, the honorary rank
of Captain in 1g910. He retired from the
13th Hussars in June of last year, but rejoined
on the outbreak of war, and was gazetted a
temporary Captain in the 18th Hussars in
October last. He served on the Staff in the
South African War from 1goo to 1902, being
present at operations in Orange River Colony
and Cape Colony, and received the Queen’s
medal with three clasps and the King’s medal
with two clasps.”

His letters are alive with the cheery and
vivacious character of the writer, full of the
merry humour and light-heartedness which
helped to make him so popular with his men
and brother oflicers.

He was the fourth son of the late Lieut.-Col.
de Pentheny O’Kelly and Mrs. de Pentheny
O’Kelly, of Dun Esk, Westgate-on-Sea.

Of his three elder brothers, Gerald came to
Stonyhurst in 1865, and Edmund and Raymund
n 187r.

He married, in 1905, Kathleen, daughter of
Edward FitzGerald, of Castlemaine, Victoria,
Australia, and niece of the late Sir Gerald
I'itzGerald, K.C.M.G.

His career during the war is fully and vividly
described in his letters printed in the Stonyhurst
Magazine. We have only space here for his
last letter, which we publish below. He was
then in temporary command of his regiment,
the 18th Hussars.

Letter written the day before he was killed :—
Ypres, May 17th, 1915.

I shall now try to describe what happened to us on
the morning of the 13th. We took our trenches from
the on the night of the 12th. They were in a very
battered condition, as they had been badly shelled for
weeks. I did what I could to improve them, but as
we did not get in until 1.30 a.m., and the attack started
at 3.30, there was not much time. The told me
that they manned these trenches only at night and at
day they withdrew their men to a trench a short
distance behind. Well, at 3.30 the (iermans started
the most terrific bombardment, and we were enfiladed
from both flanks. Thev were using their very heavy
howitzers and high explosive and shrapnel. . . . . They
had the exact range, and were hitting the trench every
time. There were volleys of coal-boxes. After about

two hours one of the trenches—the one I was in- -was
completely blown to pieces . . . . lots of men were
buried alive . . . . there were fragments of men all
over the place. [In a previous letter, dated May 15th,
1915, describing this bombardment, he said: ‘1
myself was twice buried, and had to be dug out.”]
The trench being quite untenable, I ordered a retirement
of the two troops and led them out myself. As soon
as we got into the open they began a most terrific
shrapnel and machine gun fire on us. The trench I
expected to find was nowhere to be seen. 1 made the
men lie down while I looked about for it. Not finding
it, I had to go further back until I came to a support
trench held by some infantry, and I put what remained
of my men into that. I stayed therc about three-
quarters of an hour, and after thinking the situation
out and being worried about the other two troops of
my squadron left in the other trench-—which was
about fifty yards from the one I had to evacuate—-I
determined to go back and reoccupv the demolished
trench at any cost.  So I got the men out and advanced
in open order. There was no cover, and again we had
to go through a hail of shrapnel, machine gun fire, and
bullets. However, we got there somehow, and 1 placed
the few men remaining behind any of the small portions
of parapets that were still intact. I then crawled into
the other trench and found the other two troops all
right. Their trench was not so bad. While all this
was going on, the squadron on my left also had to
evacuate their trenches, and 1 also heard that those on
their left again were gone. So I was left with a big
gap unoccupied on my left. The —— - were on my
right. They were all right. They did not get any-
thing like the shelling we got. 1 determined that we
should hold on at all costs—and we did. DMessages
kept coming in that the —— had retired on our right,
and that we had to retire; that everyone had gone
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Capr. HENRY ARUNDELL DE PENTHENY O’KELLY,
18t HussARrs.

Born 1869. 0.5, 1882,

Killed in action near Ypres on May 18th, 1915.
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Capt. HENRY ARUNDELL DE PENTHENY O’KELLY—continued.

on our left, etc., etc., but to each one I sent back word
that “ B " Squadron, 18th Hussars, werc not going to
retire. Presently a message came to me addressed
to the O.C. 18th Hussars, to say that we must hold
on at any cost. I told the man to go further up the
line, and that there he would find Major C——-, who
was in command, but he said he had been told to bring
it to me as I was the senior officer left. Then I realised
that I was in command. The Colonel was commanding
the Brigade.

Well, we hung on all through that awful day. They
never ceased shelling us from 3.30 a.m. until about
8.30 at night. The German infantry advanced up to
500 yards of our line and dug themselves in, but they
did not attack. Goodness only knows why! We
held the line although it had been evacuated in parts.
The carnage was terrible, and the moans of the wounded,
whom we could not move until dark, were terrible.

. . How I escaped I do not know! It must be
your prayers and the medals. . . . I think that some
of them suffered even worse than we did. We go up
to the trenches again to-night for four days. After
that God knows—but I think we shall be here until
this effort of the Germans to break through is over.
They have hundreds of their heaviest guns here, and
are giving us a taste of what we gave them at Neuve
Chapelle—only much worse.

His Colonel, announcing his death to his wife,
wrote as follows :— May 19th, 1915.

I have the painful task of writing to you to tell
you of the sad death of your husband, which occurred
yesterday about 8.0 p.m.

We have been and still are holding some trenches
just outside Ypres, and your husband’s squadron was
in a portion of them yesterday. He himself occupied

»

one of the ‘“ dug-outs’ which we make in the walls
of the trench to get better shelter thereby. The
weather has been very wet lately, and the earth, no
doubt, had got weakened, so that just at dark the roof
came down, and we think that an iron rod which had
been used to support the roof must have struck him
on the neck or head and killed him instantaneously.
He had happily survived a very heavy bombardment
we had suffered a few days ago, and had throughout
the war shown such great courage and gone through
so many severe actions untouched that 1 had hoped
he would be spared.

We are indeed grieved and shocked at his loss, and
all of us sympathise greatly with you in your sad
bereavement. Everyone will miss him from their
hearts as he had thoroughly endeared himself to us,
and we all loved him as a companion. I shall miss
him myself as one of my best officers, and I shall find
it hard to replace him.

A Catholic Military Chaplain wrote to his

sister :—
3RD CAVALRY FIELD AMBULANCE,
1sT CAVALRY DIVISION,
B.E.F,,

May 19th, 1915.
By the time you get this you will have heard of your
brother Harry’s death. He died last night—May 18th,
Tuesday. He was in a dug-out near the firing line,
when, owing to the wet nature of the ground, the
roof fell in and he was buried in the debris. When he
was rescued it was found that his neck was broken.
His end must have been painless and death swift. His
body was unmarked by any kind of wound. It was
impossible to give him Extreme Unction, but only the
other day he was at Confession- and that is always
enough. 1 have just buried him in the cemetery near

the Parish Church of Vlamertinghe, near Ypres.

Capt. HENRY J. CORMAC-WALSHE, 125th Battery Royal Field Artillery.

We have already recorded the death from
wounds, November 5th, 1914, of Lieut. Edward
Cormac-Walshe, and here we have to add to
our Roll of Honour the name of his elder brother
Henry, mortally wounded at Pilckem Ridge.

Henry, who had previously been at St.
George’s College, Weybridge, was born in 18go
and came to 1905. After
leaving College he spent a year in Belgiun,
at Melle, and then went on the London Stock
Exchange.

Early in October, 1914, he joined the 5th
Bn. Leinster Regt. Later he obtained a regular
commission in the R.F.A.

Stonyhurst in

It was in the

morning of October 2gth, 1917, at eight
o’clock, that he received his wounds, at the
Second Battle of Passchendaele, as he was
bringing his battery into action. He was
wounded in the thigh, forearm, and abdomen,
but lived until November 7th.

He had only been with his battery about
six weeks.  Previous to that, owing to ill health,
he had been on ‘““home service” for nearly
a year. He was insistent in his desire to go
to the front. He was refused by three medical
boards, but eventually he succeeded in getting
himself passed as fit. He wanted to go out,

as he declared, ** to avenge poor Eddie’s death.”
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Photo by Chancellor, Dublin.

Carr. HENRY J. CORMAC-WALSHE,
RovaLrL FIELD ARTILLERY.
Born 189o. 0.S. 19035.

Died November 7th, 1917, of wounds received in action, Cctober 29th, 1917,
at Pilckem Ridge, during the Second Battle of Passchendaele, eighth of
the Battles of Ypres, 1917.
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Lieut. ALFRED DE LALOUBERE, Royal Defence Corps.

In Lieut. Alfred de Laloubere we have the
example of one of an older generation of Stony-
hurst boys, who, at the call of duty, sacrificed
the comfort of a well-deserved retirement,
He and his brother
Alexander came to Stonyhurst on September
1gth, 1871. His career is outlined in the
extract from The Court Journal of November gth,
1917, which follows. We may add that his
consular service was passed in South America
and in the West Indies.

“Born in 1861, Licut. Jean-Louis Jean-
Claude Alfred de Laloubcre de Montesquieu
et de Molleville, who died in hospital at Cam-

and rejoined the Army.

bridge on September 24th, 1917, after a serious
operation, while serving in the Royal Defence
Corps, was the second son of Cyprien de
Laloubere and Mme. de ILaloubere, of the
South of France. He was educated at Stony-
hurst College, then crammed for the Army
with Canon Bernard Smith, Great Marlow,
afterwards joining the 17th Lancers, with which
he served until going into the Consular Service.
At the outbreak of war he at once joined the
6th Bn. The East Surrey Regt., and helped
to raise the battalion. He then became
Adjutant on board s.s. Saxonian, having 2,000
German prisoners, 120 guards, and full stafl.
The ships being dispersed, he was chosen to
escort goo prisoners up to the north of Scotland,
and while on this journey his thigh was badly
injured. He then went to the FEast Coast
until transferred into the Royal Defence Corps.
He was the last of the old French family of
Laloubere, Grand Seigneurs of Laloubere,

South of France, dating back in

direct line to 1300. The family suffered, like
many of the other French aristocrats, during
the I'rench Revolution. He had a personality
one scldom meets, and his judgments were
invaluable. His kindnesses and thoughtfulness
made him many friends, and his loss will leave
an irreparable blank wherever he was known.
He was a thorough soldier, and did his duty
until the end. He leaves a widow.”

In consequence of a breakdown due to
overwork, he was sent to Queen Alexandra’s
Military Hospital, London. During his last
illness in the hospital at Cambridge, he was
attended by the Right Reverend Monsignor
Provost Scott, V.G., who was also the celebrant
at his funeral.

The Cambridge Chronicle, of October grd, 1917,
gave the following account of his funeral. There
was also a page full of illustrations of the
same :—

“The funeral of the late Lieut. Jean-Louis
Jean-Claude Alfred de Laloubere, de Montes-
quieu Volvestre et de Molleville, took place
at the Newmarket Road Cemetery, Cambridge,
on Saturday afternoon.
was the last of a well-known family, was

The late oflicer, who

educated at Stonyhurst College, lancashire,
He retired
from this regiment in due course, but on the

and later joined the 17th Lancers.

outbreak of war joined the Ilast Surrey Regt.,
and later the Royal Defence Corps. As a
result of the strain of his military service,
Lieut. Laloubere contracted an ailment which
proved fatal, and he died at the 1st Kastern
Hospital on September 24th, after undergoing
an operation and suffering great pain.”
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Lieur. ALFRED DE LALOUBERE,
RovaL Derence Cores.

Born 1861. 0.S. 1871.

Died on active service, September 24th, 1917.
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Capt. THOMAS CECIL DE TRAFFORD, 2nd Bn. The Royal Fusiliers.

Capt. Cecil de Trafford, who was reported
to be wounded and missing on November 11th,
1914, was officially presumed to have died of
his wounds about that date.
January grd, at Southfield House, Rugby, he
was the third son of the late Augustus Henry
de Trafford and Mrs. de Trafford, of Haselour
Hall, Staffordshire. His elder brother, Capt.
Henry Joseph de Trafford, was killed in
September, 1915 ; his second brother, Lieut.
Augustus de Trafford, 1D.S.0., died on active
service during the South African War; Herman
Michael de Trafford was with the Canadian
Capt. Oswald de Trafford was a
prisoner of war since the autumn of 1914 ;
the Rev. Robert de Trafford, S.J., held a
commission in the Territorial Force ; and
Capt. Edward de Trafford, M.C., saw much
active service.

Cecil was originally destined for the Navy,
but was incapacitated on account of his eyesight.
After a short period of absence from Stonyhurst,
he returned in 1895. He was a member of
the Association football eleven, and played for
his school in the year 18gg. He left Stonyhurst
at Christmas, 1899, to take up the study of
engineering at Horwich. In 1gor he was

Born in 1881,

Forces ;

gazetted to the Royal Fusiliers from the Militia,
and joined his battalion at Bermuda. He saw
much foreign service in Egypt, South Africa,
and India, where he attended the Delhi Durbar
in 1911-12, when his battalion formed a Guard
of Honour to the King and Queen. He was
promoted Captain in 19fo.

He was an ecager sportsman, always keen
on polo, racing, and big game shooting, and
while in India he spent several of his leaves in
Kashmir on shooting expeditions.

He was stationed at the depot at Hounslow
when the war broke out, and was sent to the
Duke of York’s School at Dover to train
recruits. In September, 1914, he married
Freyda, only daughter of Sir Joseph Radcliffe,
Bt., of Rudding Park. He had been married
but a few weeks when he took a draft out to
France from Dover on November 2nd, 1914,
to the 4th Battalion of his regiment. He took
part in the bitter fighting on the Ypres-Menin
Road against the Prussian Guards, being
reported wounded and missing on Novem-
ber 11th, when only one oflicer with 150 men
survived out of the whole battalion. This was
the Battle of Nonne Bosschen (Nuns’ Wood),
third of the Battles of Ypres, 1914.

Capt. HENRY J. DE TRAFFORD, 3rd Bn. (attached 1st Bn.) The South Staffordshire

Regt.—ror portrait, see page 817.

Capt. Henry de Trafford, born on July goth,
1877, was the eldest son of the late Augustus
Henry de Trafford and Mrs. de Trafford, of
Haselour Hall, Tamworth, and first cousin to
Sir Humphrey de Trafford, the present baronet.
The family is one of the very oldest in England,
and is said to have been settled in Lancashire
before the Conquest, the estates descending
without interruption in the male line for eight
centuries. His mother, Mrs. Gertrude M.

de Traflford, was also {rom a well-known Lanca-
shire family, being the second daughter of
Mr. H. Walmesley, of Gidlow. Both these
families have had a long connection with
Stonvhurst.  Mrs. de Traftford’s brother, Father
Herman Walmesley, S.]., was Rector of Stony-
hurst in the years 1891-98, and held later the
responsible position of Assistant for the English-
Speaking Provinces to the General of the
Jesuits.
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Carr. THOMAS CECIL DE TRAFFORD,
o2NDp BN. THE RovAL FuUsiLIERs.

Born 1881. 0.S. 1891.

Killed in action on the Ypres-Menin Road, November 11th,
1914, at the Battle of Nonne Bosschen, third of the Battles
of Ypres, 1914.
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Capt. HENRY J. DE TRAFFORD --continued.

Henry de Trafford came to Hodder in 1888,
and passed to the College in 18go, and into
Philosophy in 1896. Though of a rather shy
and retiring disposition, he was thorough in
everything he did. As a boy he was very
successful in his studies, being frequently at
the head of his class, and gaining many prizes.
He passed the London Matriculation in the
first class, but, deciding to go to Oxford, he
took the Examination for Responsions while
he was a Philosopher, and entered Balliol
College in 1898, where he graduated B.A.
After leaving Oxford, he studied law, and was
called to the Bar at the Inner Temple in 1907.

As a landlord he won the universal esteem
and confidence of his tenantry, and his tact
and business qualities were in universal com-
mendation. He was a Justice of the Peace
for the County of Stafford, and attended the
Petty Sessions as a magistrate for the Tamworth
Division.

He joined the old 1st King’s Own Stafford
Militia, now the grd (Special Reserve)
Bn. The South Staffordshire Regt., qualified
at the School of Musketry, and obtained
command of his company in that battalion
on May 12th, 1907. The first time the O.T.C.
of his old school went to camp, at the Public
Schools’ Camp, at Cannock Chase, in the
summer vacation of rgog, Capt. de Trafford
acted as Adjutant, and endeared himself to all
the boys who went to camp by his kindliness
and his efficiency. He belonged to a family
of soldiers, or, as The Times headed its
biographical notice of him, to a “ fighting
family.”

His late father was for some time an officer
in the 1st Royal Dragoons, and of his six
brothers, all of them old Stonyhurst boys,
Lieut. Augustus de Trafford served with the
South Staffords in the South African War,
and was awarded the D.S.O. He died of
enteric in South Africa. Capt. Thomas Cecil
de Trafford (Royal Fusiliers) died 1914 ;
Capt. Oswald de Trafford, also of the South

Staffords, was a prisoner of war at Crefeld ;
Herman St. Michael and 2nd ILieut. Edward
Aloysius were both on active service ; and the
Rev. R. A. de Trafford was 2nd Lieut. in our
O.T.C. The Roll of Honour contains the
names of several members of other branches
of the family, who have laid down their lives
fighting bravely for their country.

At the beginning of the war Capt. de Trafford
rejoined his old battalion, and was in the
fighting line on October 19th, 1914. Stony-
hurst mourns the loss of no less than five other
officers of the South Staffordshire Regt.,
namely, Lieut. D. Fitzpatrick, Lieut. G.
Parker, Licut. G. Archer-Shee, 2nd Lieut. (.
Taunton, and Lieut. H. Burke.

Writing of Capt. de Trafford a short time
before his death, a subaltern says :
met anyone who was so cheerful in all my life.

“1 never

He looks as well as ever.” And in another

letter : ““ He always had a smile on his face,

never got excited or worried when times
were trying, and he gave the men great

assurance. I think he is perfectly wonderful,

seeing that he has probably never roughed it,
as he has out here, in his life.”

The following letters, written to his mother,
give an account of his death, and testify to
the esteem and affection in which he was held
by his Colonel and brother oflicers.

Licut. and Quarter-Master H. Bradbury,
1st Bn. South Staffords, wrote to Mrs. de
Trafford :—

IFRANCE,

September 26th, 1915,

I am extremely sorry to inform you that poor Henry
met his death yesterday, gallantly leading his company
in an attack on the German trenches. His last words
to the men were: ‘° Get along, and don’t mind me,”
which showed that his thoughts were centred on his
duty. The whole of the other officers of his company
were wounded. I am directed by the remaining
officers of the battalion to offer you our most heartfelt
sympathy, and the Commanding Officer and Major
Bonner will write you when they come out of the fight.
Henry’s loss to this battalion will be most sincerely
felt, and I myself have lost a very good and dear friend,
as I had the honour of passing him and other of your
sons into the Army, being their instructor.
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Capr. HENRY J. DE TRAFFORD,
3rD BN. (attached 1sT BN.) THE SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE REGT.

Born July 3oth, 1877. O.S. 1888.

Killed in action in France, September 25th, 1915, on the

German wire at the Quarries between the Hohenzollern

Redoubt and Hulluch, on the first day of the Battle
of Loos.
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Capt. HENRY J. DE TRAFFORD - continued.

A letter from Lieut.-Col. R. M. Ovens,
C.M.G., to Mrs. de Trafford contains fuller
details of his death at the Quarries, near
Hulluch:

Henry was killed about 6 a.m. on the morning of
September z5th.

We were ordered to advance against the German
trenches about 500 yards away, and the battalion
advanced in four lines, one company in each line;
Henry was in command of the 2nd company—"“ A"
Company.

He was speaking to me two or three minutes before
the advance, and was as cool, smart-looking and ready
for anything as possible. The fire was murderous
from the enemy’s trenches, and he reached the German
wire, but was killed there with many others.

After we had held the German trenches against
several counter-attacks, and there was some respite
for alittle from their fire, I took a party out and buried
the poor feliow.

I have to tell you that I should like the following
put in the Staffordshire papers :—

“ILieut.-Col. R. M. Ovens writes that the battalion
under his command has suffered an irreparable loss by
the death, on September 25th, during the assault on
the German position near Auchy-la-Bassce, of Capt.
Henry J. de Trafford. This officer fell gloriously at
the head of his company whilst leading a successful
assault on an almost impregnable position, and had he
survived would have been strongly recommended for
the D.S.0.

Since last November, Capt. H. J. de Trafford has
been constantly with the 1st Bn. The South Stafford-
shire Regt., and has by his bravery and imperturbable
stecadfastness and hard work helped his regiment to
victory. The old 38th Regiment was ordered to take
the enemy’s position at the point of the bayonet, and
without firing a shot, advanced steadily over a distance
of 500 yards against a strongly held German line,
taking some hundreds of prisoners. Capt. H. ]J.
de Trafford was speaking to me just before he led his
company forward, and he was as calm and determined
as possible and anxious to get at the enemy.

We, the survivors, offer our humble testimony of
respect and gratitude to this brave IEnglish gentleman,
who came forward voluntarily and laid down his life
for his country. Nothing seemed to tire him, nor was
he ever depressed by reverses, or long and arduous
days and nights of fighting and marching.

You had only to tell him what you wanted done, and
you could rely on his getting it done. On behalf of
my regiment, I beg to put on record what we owe him,
and to tender to his mother and his family our deepest
sympathy ; we shall never forget him and his splendid
work and his charming personality.”

Private G. I'. Round was Capt. de Traflord’s
orderly, and his testimony to the worth of the

deceased officer must be put on record :—

I am only a humble Private, but for many months
during last winter and spring I was his orderly, and I
shall never forget his kindness and courtesy to me.
To me he always stood for the ideal Lnglish gentleman,
always kind and thoughtful, with never an angry word
for the humblest soldier.

Some months ago he left our company (* C*" Com-
pany) to command “ A"’ Company, and our company
never seemed the same after. On the morning of the
charge, September 25th, our company led the attack,
supported by Capt. de Trafford’s company. Our
company got badly cut up at the first trench, and as I
lay on the ground wounded 1 shall never forget the
sight. In front was the gas, smoke, and the awful
rattle of the machine guns, and passing me was Capt.
de Trafford, smiling and leading his company on.
No one mourned more than I did when 1 was told he
had been killed. I would not believe it until I saw it
officially reported.

The subalterns in his company loved him
for his kindness and indomitable cheerfulness.
One officer wrote :—

I am writing to tell you how awfully sorry I am
about the death of Capt. de Trafford. e came and
took command of my company for about three months
when my other company commander was wounded,
and we all liked him most awfully.

There are no officers left in my company now, so [
have taken it upon myself to write to you. 1 have
been out ten months, and I don’t think I ever met
anyone who was so cheerful in all my life. e was
very kind to his subalterns, and 1 am sure that the
other two officers who were wounded will feel his death
very much.

He never got excited or worried when times were
trying, and he always gave the men great assurance.
Capt. de Trafford was killed while the battalion was
attacking the first line trenches, and mercifully he was
killed instantly without any pain.
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Le Comte PIERRE DE BERMOND DE VAULX, Capitaine d’Infanterie au 15e¢ Groupe

Special.

Pierre de Bermond, who came to Stonyhurst
in 1886 at the age of 12, is remembered during
the three or four years he spent at the College
as a bright, amiable boy, who learnt English
rapidly and well, and held a high place in his
class. He left us before finishing the College
course in order to pursue his studies in France.

In due course he completed his military
service, and seitled down to the duties of
managing his estates in the Canton de Noyers,
where he was greatly respected, becoming a
member of the General Council of the Canton,
and later holding the same oflice for the much
larger department of the Basses Alpes. He
was married, and had several children.

Deeply attached to his religion and his
country, his whole life was an exemplification
of the motto of his family : Plus fidei et fidelital:
quam vitae.

On the outbreak of hostilities he rejoined his

old regiment, i which he held the rank of

Captain.

Count Picrre de Bermond de Vaulx was
Consetller Gencral for the district of Noyers,
when he hecard, on August 2nd, 1914, the
call to arms. The day following he had to
set out, so he spent his last hours at home
His first hours of service
were painfully disappointing to him. He had
been longing to go 1o the North of France and

in settling his affairs.

die, if needs be, facing the Germans ; he was,
however, sent to do, what he anticipated
would be, monotonous work in North Africa.
His life on African soil may be best summed
up in the words that he was an excellent
oflicer, who was respected, obeyed and beloved
by his men.

In September, 1915, some native tribes on
the frontier of Tripoli rose in rebellion, and
an initial success emboldened them to such
a degree that the Irench troops on the spot
had to face violent and sanguinary encounters.

just as I did thirteen months ago.

On September 18th, Capt. de Bermond and
his company of 200 men received orders to
march towards Oum-Souigh, and hold a spot
that owed its importance to its water supply.
Here matters became at once very critical.

On September 19th he wrote to his family :
“1 put myself into the hands of Providence,
I ofter up
my life for France and for the victory of our

arms. L&

He had just obtained leave of absence, when
the order to march reached him and cancelled
it. His only comment on this was that he
would never have forgiven himself for missing
the chance of leading his own men.

On October 2nd the French force was
attacked in strength by the rebels at daybreak.
A fierce fight ensued, and for thirty-six hours
there was an uninterrupted exchange of fire
between the grd Company and the cnemy,
who were far superior in numbers and well
entrenched. About three o’clock in the after-
Bedouin presented
themselves with a proposal that the Irench

noon some emissaries

should surrender. It was, however, settled
that they would defend themselves to the very
last, and Capt. de Bermond left the camp to
inform the rebels that the Irench refused to
lay down their arms. Suddenly a shot rang
out—an Arab chief had fired his revolver into
the Captain’s breast. In the fight which
followed, a soldier managed to carry him,
amidst a perfect hail of bullets, into a trench.
He thanked his rescuer most warmly, and
“I am mortally wounded. Tell my
family that my thoughts are with them, and

said :

that I dic a good Christian and loyal French-
man, with the consciousness of having done
my entire duty. Vive Dicu ! Vive la France !
Then he recommended himself to God, prayed
for a while, and died with the words, *“ Vive
Dieu! Vive la France!” on his lips.

After his death his company kept the enemy
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Le Comte PIERRE DE BERMOND DE VAULX—continued.

five days at bay, until the arrival of reinforce-
ments caused the Arabs to retire. This act
of heroism elicited warm praise from the
Commander-in-Chief of the French troops in
North Africa, and he expressed his highest

Lieut. SHIRLEY C. DAY, M.C., 10th Bn.

Shirley Day was born in 1893, and came to
Stonyhurst in 1909. He was at Stonyhurst
for barely a year. During this time he under-
went a serious operation, after which he did
not return.

For the following account of his death in
action, on October 12th, 1917, we are indebted
to his brother, Mr. Wilfrid Day :—

I am at last able to convey to you some information
of Shirley’s death, which, I think, will be a great
consolation to you. I was able to obtain the names
of wounded officers in the Sherwood Foresters who
are in l.ondon, and the first one I went to see was
Licut. T. Couch, at the First London General Hospital,
who happened, by a most extraordinary coincidence,
to be the only officer left of Shirley’s Company, the
officer with whom he spent the last few weeks of his
life, and a Catholic. First of all, you will be very
consoled to know that Shirley and Lieut. Couch took
the last opportunity of going to Confession and Com-
munion (at a French village church on their way up
to the firing line) before they went into action, and
ILieut. Couch—who was with Shirley all the time
afterwards—sends you the following message : * Tell
his mother that from what I know I feel certain he
went over the top with an absolutely clean shecet.”

According to Lieut. Couch, it appears that
the events of the last few weeks of his life
were as follows :—

A little time back the battalion was in trenches near
Arras, and Shirley was told oft to take command, with
two subalterns under him, of several big raids on the
German lines. Without going into details, it appears
that Shirley especially distinguished himself in the
manner in which these raids were organised and carried
out. After this, the battalion went back to a rest
camp for a spell, and a week before his death moved
up to the firing line to trenches near Poclkappelle (north
of Ypres).

Shirley belonged to *“ A Company, but before they
went into the firing line he was put in command of
“D” Company (to which Lieut. Couch belonged).

admiration of the conduct of Capt. de Bermond,
*“whose death deprived the French Army of
an oflicer of worth, who was loved and respected
by all those who had the privilege of meeting
him, or of serving under him.”

The Sherwood Foresters.

This Company consisted of Shirley (in command),
three subalterns, and, I suppose, about 200 N.C.0.’s
and men.

On the morning of October 12th, the attack was
ordered to take place at 5.25 a.m. For two hours
before Shirley and Licut. Couch were together, he said
Shirley seemed very cheerful, and when he was not
giving orders his conversation was mostly about
trivialities.
> one of the
subalterns came up to Lieut. Couch and said he wanted
to say “‘ good-bye,” as he knew that this *“ was his last
stunt.” Lieut. Couch said he was very surprised that
Shirley did not turn on him and give him a good

Just before they went ““ over the top’

“ rowing,” because it was Shirley’s practice always to
tell a man not to be a fool if anyone attempted to
predict what was going to happen to him. On this
occasion, however, Shirley just looked at him quietly
and said nothing. At 5.25 they went *“ over the top,”
and when they had advanced about ten yards Licut.
Couch saw a shell burst, killing Shirley and several
other men instantaneously. ILieut. Couch says he
would not have suffered any pain at all. The subaltern
who had said * good-bye ”* also was killed, and in the
end, after advancing about half-a-mile, 1 think, Licut.
Couch was the only officer left in the company, and
took over command for the next three days.

As soon as he was able to, Licut. Couch sent back
two men to find Shirley’s body—one of them was
killed, and the other came back later saying he had
been unable to find him. ILieut. Couch thinks that it
is probable that the other troops coming up behind
them would subsequently find him, and that if he is
found, they are certain to mark the place of his grave
—which will be recorded in due course.

He was wounded on April 18th, 1916, and
was awarded the Military Cross on January 1st,
1917. He was killed at the First Battle of
Passchendaele.

Lieut. Day was the son of the late Mr. Day
and of Mrs. Day (now Mrs. I'isher), of Devon-
shire House, Bournemouth.
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Lirutr. SHIRLEY CUTHBERT DAY, M.C,,
1otH BN. THE SHERwWOOD FORESTERS.
Born 1893. 0.S. 1909.

Killed in action near Poelkappelle, in Flanders, October 12th, 1917,
during the First Battle of Passchendacle, sixth of the Battles
of Ypres, 1917.
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2nd Lieut. FRANK T. HAY, 7th Bn. The Royal Scots Fusiliers.

Frank Hay was born in 1893, and came to
Stonyhurst in 1905. He was a popular boy,
cheery, cnergetic at games, and fairly successful
m his studies.

It was in 1914 that he obtained a commission
in the Royal Scots Fusiliers. He was killed in
action at the battle of Loos, September 27th,
1g15.

We have no information of his life at the
front beyond that contained in the following
letter, which he sent us a month before his
death.

From this letter, dated August gist, 1915,
we print the following extracts :—

We took over the trenches again yesterday. My
company is in reserve, so we are in billets behind. We
are quite comfortable. Three of us sleep on two spring
mattresses. It is rather airy, to say the least of it,
and bullets have a nasty habit of coming through the
window at night when we show a light. However, we
block them up with sandbags.

Our present Chaplain is a very good fellow, an
Irishman, and always goes round the trenches when
we are in. I have not forgotten the happy years 1
spent at Stonyhurst, which 1 never forget, and 1 thank
God every day that 1 am a R.C., and bless the day
that I was sent to Stonyhurst.

Frank Hay was the son of the late Mr. and
Mrs. Hay, of Binghill House, Murtle, Aber-
deenshire.

2nd Lieut. MAURICE O’CONNOR CUFFEY, 2nd Bn. The Royal Dublin Fusiliers.

Maurice Cuffey, the elder son of Dr. Cuffey
and Mrs. Cuffey, of Port Said, was killed in
action near Ypres at the age of 18.

He left Stonyhurst in July, 1914. He had
played in the College foothall eleven, was a
capable Sergeant in the O.T.C., and a holder
of Certificate ““ A.”> Strong and well built, he
excelled as a gymnast, taking part in all the
gymnastic displays held at Stonyhurst during
his school course. He impressed everyone who
met him as a boy of character, and the letters
from the front describing his brief career as a
soldier amply bore out the estimates of his
friends and schoolfellows.

The Irish  Times for June grd,
reported :—

*Second Lieut. Maurice O’Connor Cuffey,
who is officially reported killed in action,
May 20th, was the elder son of Dr. and Mrs.
Edward Cuffey, Port Said, Egypt, and grandson
of the late J. C. O’Connor, of Ballyglass House,
Sligo. He was educated at Stonyhurst College,
and at the outbreak of the war he entered
Sandhurst, receiving his commission on his
cighteenth birthday, December 14th. He was

1915,

attached to the grd Bn. The Royal Dublin
Fusiliers in Cork until May grd, when he was
appointed to the 2nd Battalion on leaving for
the front. He was a very promising soldier,
and was most popular with all ranks of his
battalion. His loss is deeply regretted.”

An officer of his Regimental Depot at Cork
said of him while stationed there : -

He was popular beyond comment. He left Cork
on Monday, May 3rd, with a draft of 400 men, under
Major Magan and Lieut. C. Young. le then spent
about four days at Rouen before going on to the
firing line.

A brother officer at the front supplied these

details of the manner of his death : -

Yes, it is quite true that poor young Cuffey was
killed in his trench by shrapnel on the 20th. e was
killed instantly. He was one of the very best and
most promising officers we had. He had only just
arrived and had already made himself liked by all-—a
splendid fellow, and the typce we can least afford to
lose. He was with Capt. Basil Magan, and 2nd Lieut.
Young was in “ D Company. Magan was killed on
the 24th, and Young died of wounds in hospital on
the 25th. The battalion had a bad day on the z4th.

Maurice was buried behind the trenches just N.W.
of Ypres, but I regret to say that the ground is now
occupicd by the Germans.
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onp Lieur. MAURICE O'CONNOR CUFFEY,
oND BN. THE Rovar DupLiN FUSILIERS.

Born 1897. 0.5, 1908.

Killed in action near Ypres on May 2oth, 1915,
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Lieut. A. ERIC DOBSON, 8th Bn. The Sherwood Foresters.

Eric Dobson was born in 1894, and came to
Hodder in 19o3— the last of a series of Dobsons
who were noted for their prominence in games
and athletics during their College career. At
Hodder he was head of the cricket and football
elevens, and in 1906-7 Captain of the Third
Playroom eleven at the College. He captained
the Lower Line cricket eleven in 1908, the
College cricket team in 1910, 1911, and 1912,
the College football team in 1911, 1912, and
the hockey eleven during the same years. In
1911 he was Captain of the School. In the
gymnastic displays during these years he was
also a leading performer.

On completing the School course he was a
Philosopher during the years 1912 and 1913,
the last which he spent at Stonyhurst.  Needless
to say, the occupancy of such posts in a school
implics more than mere skill in games; it
means the possession of sterling qualities which
fit their possessor to take a leading position in
later life— especially in such a career as the
Army. Hence Eric’s old Stonyhurst friends
will not be surprised to hear how popular he
was with the oflicers and men of his regiment
and machine gun section during the months
he spent in the trenches at the front.

In a letter dated April 15th, he writes to an
old friend among the Community at the
College describing his life and his delight at
hearing news from his old College. His letter
1s full of boyish spirits, with an undercurrent
of seriousness, as he tells of the help which he
derives from his religion in the face of the
trying circumstances of his position. He talks
of cricket, and hopes to play again some day—
“ but now we have another game to play ”’—
and, by all accounts, he played it well, dis-
playing the same keen energy in working his
seven machine guns against the enemy, and
stimulating his men, as he did against the
rival teams on the College playing fields when
he captained his side to victory, or encouraged
them in an uphill struggle.

He was a fine type of the public schoolboy

officer, cool, cheery, hardworking, and full of
kind thoughtiulness for his men, whose deep
attachment for him finds expression in the
letter we print below, which they sent to his
father, a lifclong {riend and benefactor of
Stonyhurst.

The following extracts from a Nottingham
newspaper supply details of Licut. Dobson’s
gallant end
Bellewaerde :

during the First Attack on

“The sad news has been received of the
death in action of lLieut. A. E. Dobson, of the
8th Bn. The Sherwood Foresters, the only son
of Mr. A. T. Dobson, of * The Yews,” Beeston.

From the information conveyed by Col.
G. H. Fowler, of the 8th Bn. The Sherwood
Foresters, and the Rev. J. P. Hales, the Chaplain
to the 8th Battalion, it appears that he and
another officer were together in charge of
machine gun sections, when the Germans
sprang a mine under one of the trenches.
They followed this up with heavy gun-fire,
and then charged, but were beaten back. A
shrapnel shell, however, fell close to both
officers, and killed them. This was on June
16th, 1915, near Zillebeke, in Flanders.

Lieut. Dobson was the only child of Mr.
A. T. Dobson and Mrs. Dobson, and was
21 years of age. He was educated at Stony-
hurst College, and he joined the 8th (Territorial)
Bn. The Sherwood Ioresters on May 1st,
1914. He played cricket for several seasons
with the Notts. Amateurs, and he was also a
member of the Notts. Hockey Club, and on
one occasion assisted the County second eleven
against Lincolnshire.”

His father received the following letter from
the Commanding Oflicer of the 8th Battalion,

dated June 16th :

I am writing with the greatest sorrow to tell you
that Eric was killed in action to-day by a shrapnel
shell. The Germans started a bombardment of our
trenches suddenly at 9.15 in the evening, and he was
hit, and died almost at once in the trenches. The
machine gun officer of the 7th Battalion (Robin Hood’s)
was killed by his side. 1 believe they were working
together.
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Lirur. A. ERIC DOBSON,
8t BN. THE SnerwooD FORESTERS.

Born 1894. 0.S. 1903.

Killed in action in Flanders, June 16th, 1915, near
Zillebeke, during the First Attack on Bellewaerde.
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Lieut. A. ERIC DOBSON- —continued.

I can’t say how sorry I am for you in this great
trouble. He had endeared himself to us all, and he
was a sterling good soldier. I knew he always said
that he wouldn’t mind what happened so long as he
died in action. Poor fellow. He has had his wish.

The Rev. J. P. Hales, in a lctter to Mr.
Dobson, added :—

Your dear boy was simply splendid, and stuck to
his guns magnificently, doing good work, but it cost
him his life. The last few wecks he and I became
great friends. 1 think everyone had got to like him
immensely.

In a letter from his men we read :—
BEeLGIUM,
June 17th, 1915.
1 have been asked by the remaining members of the
Machine Gun Section, 8th IBn. The Sherwood Foresters,
over whom your son was commander, to write to
express our heartfelt grief at the sad event.
Your son met his death during a heavy artillery
bombardment of our trenches, and he died bravely
doing his duty to the last. The members of the

Machine Gun Section attended his funeral, and four of
us carried him to his grave.

We, over whom he was in command, are heartbroken
by the loss of one of the finest and best of officers who
ever led men on the field of battle. Not only was he
our leader, but was our friend and comrade. Always
brave, cheerful, and brimful of kindness, these attributes
won for him the absolute confidence and undying love
and devotion of his machine gunners. We can hardly
realise what we have lost by his death, but he has died
the most glorious death that can ever befall a man, and
behind him he has left an abiding and ecver sacred
memory.

Accept this letter as a token of the deep sorrow we
feel with you and yours in your sad loss.

Sincerely yours in sorrow,
R. C. SaxTox,
On behalf of the Machine Gun Section, 8th S.I¢.

P.S.—Your son’s last words in his dying moments
were an order to the Machine Gun Sergeant to keep
the old gun firing to the bitter end. This was truly
characteristic of him, and his order was obeyed. His
death has been avenged by me.—SERGT. I’ARKER.

Lieut. WILLIAM I. G. FARREN, 3rd Bn. (attached 1st Bn.) The Royal Welch Fusiliers.

Born in 18g2, William Farren came to
Hodder in 1902, and in due course passed up
to the College. He was a popular boy, never
indeed prominent, but quietly eflicient in all
he did.

Early in 1914 he took a commission in the
Royal Welch Fusiliers, and three times saw
active service at the front. It will interest
many to know that he was with Lieut. Harold
1915.
According to his own account, they had passed
the night previously together in the trenches,

Lynch when he . met his death in

and both had recently been to the Sacraments.
The order was given to advance, and shortly
afterwards he received a flesh wound in the
leg. He was crawling back to cover when he
saw Harold struck on the head, and fall forward.
He returned home to recover from his wound.
Afterwards he went back to France, but was

soon in England again, suflering from gastric
trouble. Upon being pronounced fit a second
time, he once more rejoined his battalion.
But the continual strain had been telling upon
him. His nerves gave way, and he was sent
to hospital at St. Omer, being later removed
to the Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich.
Here he was making good progress, and was
sent to Selkirk to convalesce, when he suddenly
developed appendicitis.
place at Leith, which was successful, but,

An opcration took

unfortunately, pneumonia set in, and he died
on Good Friday, March 2gth, 1918. We are
told that he died, speaking often of Stonyhurst
and his first Communion Day at Hodder. He
was buried with full military honours at
Llanbelig, near to his home at Carnarvon.

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Farren,
The Mount, Carnarvon.
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Lirur. WILLIAM 1. G. FARREN,
g3rD BN. (attached 1sT BN.) THE Rovar WELcH FusiLIERs.
Born 18g2. 0.8, 1902,

Died while on active service, March 29th, 1918.
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2nd Lieut. ROBERT GRECH, 13th Bn. (5th Royal Highlanders of Canada).

The death in action of Lieut. Grech occurred
in France on June 4th, 1916. We have been
unable to collect the necessary details for
publication.

Born in 1891, “ Bobby > Grech, a native of
Malta, was a well-known character as a boy
here ; entering Hodder in 1gor, he remained
until he reached the class of Poetry. His
father, Dr. Grech, of Malta, died about this

time, his wife, Robert’s mother, having pre-
deceased him by some years.

On leaving school he decided to seek his
fortune in Canada, where the war found him
a willing recruit. He enlisted in the Royal
Highlanders of Canada, and had received a
commission shortly before the action in which
he lost his life. He was killed near Zillebeke
during the Battle of Mount Sorrel.

Lieut. BERTRAM WARD DEVAS, 10th Bn.

Lieut. Bertram Ward Devas was the third
son of the late Charles Stanton Devas, the
distinguished political economist, and of Mrs.
Devas. He was reported as missing on Novem-
ber 1gth, 1916, but is now known to have
been killed. He received his early education
at Beaumont, and came to Stonyhurst in 1898
at the age of 16. Irom Stonyhurst he passed
to Corpus Christi College, Oxford, where he
graduated M.A. In 1907 he was called to the
Bar. He was assistant editor of the Dublin
Retiew from 1907 to 1911, a member of the
Universities’ Catholic Education Board, and a
Poor Law Guardian for Stepney. At Wapping,
where he made his home, he was a devoted
and zealous social worker. He was also a
member of the Committee of the Catholic
Truth Society.

He obtained his commission in the Suffolk
Regt. in December, 1914, and was promoted
in March, 1915. In September, 1915, he
married Elizabeth Helen, daughter of Mr.
J. W. Fleet, of Brockenhurst, Hants.

He was killed in action near Serre, in France,
November 13th, 1916, at the Battle of the
Ancre, 1916.

An intimate friend wrote of him :—

His course as a Philosopher at Stonyhurst was marked
by much brilliancy. In his first year (1898-99) he

gained the Keligious Doctrine Prize, the First Year's
Philosophy YPrize, a Classical Honours Prize, that for

The Suffolk Regt.

Political IEconomy, and the Stonyhurst Association
English Essay Prize. The following year he gained
the prizes for Religious Doctrine, for Classics, for
Political Science, the Stonyhurst Association English
Iissay DPrize, and the Gatti Prize for Debating. lle
also gained the Greck Verse Prize open to Philosophers
and boys, and was next in merit for both the Keating
Essay Prize and the I.omax Ifirst Classical Honours
Prize. 1In his third year he gained the Gold Medal for
Philosophy, the Stonyhurst Association I’hilosophical
Essay Drize, and those for the English Lssay and for
Decbating.

Hubert Hull, who was associated with him
in his work at Wapping, wrote :—

I did not meet Bertram Devas until rgro, though
he was, 1 think, a IPhilosopher when 1 first went to
Stonyhurst. He went up to Oxford from Stonyhurst,
remained there four years, was an active member of
*The Newman,” and developed then, I imagine, that
interest in what was called *‘ social questions,” which,
until his death, occupied the first place in his ambitions
and thoughts. When he came down he was called to
the Bar, became sub-editor of the Dublin Review, and
gave most of his spare time to the Fisher Boys’ Club
in Bermondsey, the creation of Norman Potter, and
the nucleus of what is now an established settlement
in charge of the Benedictines.

By the time I met him, however, though he remained
always a supporter of the ** Fisher,” he had begun his
life at Pier Head, Wapping, and that association with
the Boys’ and Young Men’s Club of St. Patrick’s, which
was the chief outward activity of his next four yecars.

He had abandoned the Bar, and though for a year
or two he was a temporary Civil Servant, his whole
life was bound up with the Wapping house and the
friends and duties that gathered round it.

’
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Lirur. BERTRAM WARD DEVAS,
10tH BN. THE SurroLk REcrT.

Born 1882, 0.S. 1898.

Killed in action in France, November 13th, 1916, near Serre, at
the first assault on Beaumont Hamel, during the Battle of the
Ancre, 1916, twelfth of the Battles of the Somme, 1916.
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Lieut. ALOYSIUS JAMES KINNIER FERGUSON, The British West Indies Regt.

Kinnier Ferguson was the eldest son of the
Hon. Duncan Ferguson and Mrs. Ferguson,
of ““ Mount Pleasant,” St. Lucia, British West
Indies. Born in Castrics on December 1st,
1881, he came to Stonyhurst in 1896, and
began his course there in Grammar, leaving
from Rhetoric in 1900.

At school he at once inherited the family
nickname,  Frig,” which was first given to
his grandfather—a boy at Stonyhurst in 1841.
This name -a contraction of ‘‘ Fergie ’—has
passed on to all the other members of the
family.

After leaving Stonyhurst he studied law with
his father, but later entered the Government
service at St. Lucia. His quick grasp of a
subject, the perfect ease with which he fell
into any position, and, above all, the extra-
ordinary affection which he invariably inspired
in all classes, from the highest to the lowest,
gained for him the position of Private Secretary
to the Acting Governor of the Windward
Islands.
does, the duties of A.D.C., and in both capacities
Kinnier acquitted himself with  marked

This position entailed, as it often

efficiency.

One who knew him intimately wrote :—

K. joined the Secretariat in St. Lucia shortly before
I left it. It was easy to see, even in the short time that
we overlapped, that he had a natural facility for the
work, and that he would not be long in getting a
complete mastery over it. Such indeed was the case,
and in the carly stages of the war, when his oftice was
faced with an abnormal volume of work, with, as it
happened, a depleted staff, not only were K.’s services
invaluable, but he practically carried on the office
single-handed, doing the work of three. His labours
in that crisis elicited the appreciation of the Adminis-
trator.

He valued public opinion as little as he
This is well exemplified in

the following account given us by one of his

valued his life.

many friends :—
In 1907 the Government ordered the formation of a
Volunteer Corps. The movement in its early stages

met with strenuous opposition, especially from the most
influential section of the community. K., in the teeth
of opposition, assisted the movement in no small
measure by being the first to join up, and this he did
spontaneously, and at once, whilst others, more
timorous of public opinion, had to be cajoled and
coaxed into what was an obvious duty. Naturally
K. had to put up with some unfriendly criticism. But
before the Corps had got into working order, while
members were still few, riots broke out in many parts
of the island. K. now was foremost among those who
offered their services to the Government, and he played
a conspicuous part throughout that anxious time.
If 1 may say so without suggesting any levity of
character on his part, it was typical of him that he
regarded the whole thing in the light of a plcasant
distraction from the usual routine of life. He made
light of the many risks, and as Kipling says, ** He did
not seem to know the use of fear.” It was nothing if
not typical of his cheery nature also that he kept his
cyes open to the funny side-issues of these riots, and
thus gathered a large number of the funniest anecdotes
imaginable.

After the riots, as was to be expected, a
strong reaction set in in favour of the Corps,
and Kinnier’s selection for promotion to a
commission was received with the greatest
satisfaction by the rank and file, for his
popularity was unbounded.

As soon as a local contingent was raised for
the British West Indies Regt. in connection
with the Great War, Kinnier was selected for
a commission, and after training the men
locally for some time, he came to England in
command of the contingent. He continued
for some months to train drafts at a depot in
England, and then went with his regiment to
Egypt. There he was several times in action.
Finally, he was invalided home with a par-
ticularly virulent form of enteric, contracted
in Egypt. In a weak state of health, he caught
a severe cold, which rapidly developed into
double pneumonia, and from this he never
recovered. He died in London, on February
ond, 1917, and was buried at Kensal Green.
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Lirur. ALOYSIUS JAMES KINNIER FERGUSON,
Britisu West InpIES REGT.
Born 1881, .S, 18¢06.

Died on February znd, 1917, of illness contracted
on active service at the front in ligypt.
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Capt. HERBERT MARION FINEGAN, 8th (Irish) Bn. The King’s (Liverpool)

Regt.

Herbert Finegan was born in 1891, and came
to Stonyhurst in the year 1go4. As a boy,
his character was marked by a vivacity some-
times bordering on recklessness. He was,
however, entirely without malice, and his love
of his old school was evidenced by the not
unfrequent visits he paid to his Alma Mater,
and by the keen interest he always displayed
in all matters that concerned the interests of
the College. A very successful scholastic career
at the College was crowned by his gaining a
Senior City Scholarship in the University of
Liverpool, in 1908. This he held during the
years 1908-11, when he passed the B.A. degree,
Part 1., in honours History. The next year
he completed his examination for the degree,
again taking honours History. He then trans-
ferred to the Faculty of Law, when he won
the University Scholarships in Law, both first
and second year, in 1913 and 1914. The
record of the prizes he gained at the University
is almost phenomenal. In 1g1o-11 he won
the Gladstone Memorial Prize, and the Prize
Debate. In r1g11-12 he won the Thompson
English Essay Prize, and in the scholastic
years 1912-18 and 1913-14, besides gaining the
University scholarship in Law, he won every
law prize available, except one in the first
year, and every single prize available in the
second year. This brilliant record stands as
follows :—In 1912-13 he gained the Alsop
onstitutional Law Prize, the Stephen’s Com-
Prize, and the ILaw Students’
Prize. In the next

mentaries
Association Debating
scholastic year he secured the Alfred Tyrer
Prize in Common Law, the Commercial Law
Prize, the Real and Personal Property Prize,
and the Law Association Debating Prize.
Meanwhile he held in addition, 1913-15, the
Bacon Scholarship at Gray’s Inn. For the last
twelve months prior to the war he was reading
law with Messrs. Lightbound and Owen.

Capt. Iinegan was the son of Dr. Finegan

and Mrs. Finegan, of 48, Rodney Street,
Liverpool.

In Liverpool, Finegan, realising the need of
Catholic organisation, founded, with the assist-
ance of a couple of friends, *“ The Catholic
Society ”* of the University. As its first President,
he guided the young society through many
difficult passages, until he left it on a sound
basis, a great and fitting tribute to his energy
and devotion.

Herbert Finegan was not distinguished as an
athlete while at Stonyhurst. But when he
entered the University of Liverpool, with that
thoroughness which distinguished him, he took
up the study of athletics scientifically, and
became himself no mean proficient in its arts.
In 19og-10 he was the holder of the University
half-mile, mile, and two-mile championships,
and of the Inter-Varsity mile.

When war broke out he abandoned all his
brilliant prospects in order to go with his
battalion to France. The manner of his
death in action was worthy of his high spirit
of devotion and personal detachment.

Describing his death, on June 16th, 1915, a

brother oflicer wrote :(—
June 18th, 1915.

We were in reserve to an attack on Monday, June
r4th, and were rushed up into the fire trenches on
Tuesday evening. On Wednesday afternoon, at 4.45,
we were put into the attack. “ C” Company, under
Iinegan, led, and so I went out of the trench at the
end of the first platoon. We got into the German top
trench all right, but could not get on, and I was stuck
there till dusk, when I sent a message back, and was
ordered to return, which I did with five men and three
wounded, leaving several dead. Meanwhile the men
immediately following me had been knocked out by a
shell as they left the trench, and the rest of the company
were badly mauled leaving the trench, as the Germans
got some very heavy high-explosive shells amongst
them.

I'inegan was shot urging on the men. I did not see
it, as I was cut off from him, but the men all say he
died splendidly. He was wonderfully cool and clear-
headed in action, and absolutely fearless. He was
simply delighted when he was given charge of the
attack (the Second Action of Givenchy).
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Capr. HERBERT MARION FINEGAN,
1/8re (IrisH) Bn. Tue Kinc’s (LiverrooL) REGT.

Born 189r1. 0.8, 1904.

Killed in action in France, June 16th, 1915, near Festubert, during
the Second Action of Givenchy, 1915.
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Capt. HERBERT MARION FINEGAN —continued.

Another officer, in a graphic description of
the same action, wrote of his death, near
Hooge :—

Poor Capt. Finegan led the charge, and had just
shouted ‘“ Come along, Irish!” and mounted the
parapet of the trench, when he was immediately killed.

An extract from a letter written by Sergt.
B. 1. McCabe, of the 8th Irish, to a friend in
Liverpool, expressed deep regret at the death
He was killed, said the
writer, at the top of a German trench, as he
‘““ He was a hero,
if ever there was one, and you ought to hear

of Capt. Finegan.
was leading his men into it.

our fellows talk about him. He told me once

that he would either go home with a Victoria
Cross or stay here with a wooden one, and he
kept his word.”

Capt. Finegan joined the 8th Irish in 1910
as 2nd Lieutenant. His interest in the battalion
seems to have been largely due to heredity, for
his father, the late Dr. J. H. Finegan, was
Surgeon-Colonel of the “ Irish Brigade,” when
it was officially known as the 18th L.R.V,,
and his maternal grandfather, the late Dr.
Daniel W. Parsons, was also Surgcon-Colonel
of the battalion when it was designated as the

64th L.R.V.

2nd Lieut. T. KEVIN ELPHICK, 4th Bn.

Kevin Elphick, who came to Stonyhurst in
1908, and left while still in the Lower Line,
1s remembered as an industrious, good-natured
boy, who was liked by all. When barely
turned 17 he applied to join the Army, but
was put off as too young. Six months later,
however, he applied again, and obtained a
commission on June 2oth, 1915, in the Royal
Irish Rifles, being sent to Sandhurst for a
special course before joining his regiment at
Carrick.

In July, 1916, he went to the front in France,
and was present throughout the fighting during
the Somme operations in July, August and
September. In the discharge of his military
duties he acquitted himself well, earning the
respect and approval of men and officers by
his coolness and gallantry in action. His
death, {from wounds received in action, occurred
two hours after his admission to the field
ambulance on September 28th, 1916. During
this time he retained consciousness for about
an hour, hearing with cheerful patience the
acute pain of his severe wound in the abdomen.

The Military Chaplain to the brigade

wrote :—
The death of Licut. Elphick came to us all as a great
shock ; we knew that he had been wounded in the arm,

(attached 2nd Bn.) The Royal Irish Rifles.

but had not heard of any other injury. On his way
down the trench he complained that he was feeling
cold and done up. No one suspected, as far as we
could judge, that he had reccived a serious wound.
He was then brought off to the field ambulance. He
must have sustained other injuries which were not
manifest in the trench. He was a good Catholic, a
reflection which may help to lessen your grief. He is
greatly regretted by all his brother officers, as well as
by the commanding officer.

His Colonel gave these further details :—

He was holding, with his company, a line near
Thiepval, on the River Ancre, and was sniped through
the arm in the carly morning. 1 saw him when he
was being brought to the dressing station, and his
wound in the forcarm appeared to be a slight one.
In him I have lost a good officer, and the battalion
officers a cheerful companion. On working parties
engaged in dangerous work he was a magnificent
boy.

Lieut. Elphick was a keen and accomplished
musician, and his friends often refer to the aid
he gave ungrudgingly in entertainments and
social gatherings, where his talent and merry
personality were always highly appreciated.

Born in 1897, Lieut. Elphick was the son of
the late Mr. O. Elphick and the late Mrs.
Elphick, of 5, Ashchurch Park Villas, Ravens-
court Park, London.
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enp Lieur. KEVIN ELPHICK,
4t BN, (attached 2nxp Bn.) THeE Rovar IrisH RirrEs.
Born 1897. 0.S. 1908.

Killed in action in France, September 28th, 1916, near Thiepval,
at the Battle of Thiepval Ridge, ninth of the Battles of the
Somme, 19I6.
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2nd Lieut. RICHARD P. W. GETHIN, 2nd Bn. The Royal Munster Fusiliers.

Dick Gethin came to Hodder in 1907 as a
small boy, at the age of 11, but his rate of
growth year by year was so phenomenal that
he soon appeared as a giant among his con-
temporaries at the Preparatory School. Irom
the first he was a ““ level-headed,” determined

At the
College, as he rose from class to class, these

boy, with an abundance of savoir faire.

qualities, added to the prestige of mighty
stature, soon gained him an influential position
among his schoolfellows ; and this in spite of
the fact that his rapid increase in size had
somewhat outstripped his strength, and pre-
vented him from taking a prominent position
as a player of the school games.

His abilitics were distinctly good, and he
experienced no difficulty in the qualifying
examination for Sandhurst, which he eventually
entered on a King's cadetship, to which he
was entitled by the death of his father, Capt.
Henry Gethin, killed in action in South Africa
in 1goo. He left Stonyhurst in July, 1914.

The following Press notice announcing his
death contains in brief the principal details of
his military career :--

“ Richard Patrick Wilmot Gethin, aged 19,
ond Lieutenant, 2nd Bn. The Royal Munster
Fusiliers, was killed in action on September
26th, 1915, in France. He was the only son
and child of Mrs. Gethin and the late Capt.
Henry Gethin, who was killed in action, in
He was cducated at
Stonyhurst College, was granted a King’s

1900, in South Africa.

cadetship, and passed into Sandhurst in August,
1914, where he was under-officer to his com-
pany. He was gazetted to his regiment on
December 16th, 1914, and served with it
on active service since July.”

A few more details concerning Lieut. R.
Gethin’s death may be added here. It appears
that it was during a second forward charge
of the Munsters, at the time of the great attack,
that Gethin, who was just crying out ° Come
on, the Munsters,”” was first shot in the side.

He fell at once, but raised himself up, still

encouraging his men ; he was then shot again
in his body, and, though put at once on a
stretcher, he died in about ten minutes, almost
exactly as his father, who fell so gallantly in
the Boer War, had died.

Gethin throughout acted with consistent
pluck and unselfishness. He had trench fever,
but refused to go sick. The only lament which
recurs in the letters he wrote almost daily to
his mother is that he was eaten alive with
mosquitoes. In or out of his dug-out he was

equally cheerful.

He had had to walk up and down outside
the trench the whole time that a certain piece
of work was going on, ‘““and, although the
Germans kept up the fire at intervals from
[ felt the
wind of a few bullets, and one hit a bank of

8 p.m. till 3 a.m., no one was hit.

earth against which I was sitting ; but 1 knew
that I was safe, although - — -- was continually
telling me that I could have a rest and he
would go out; but I was afraid he would
get hit.”

The {ollowing letter from Lieut. Gethin,
written two days before his death, reflects the
brave spirit of boyish cheerfulness in which
he faced the responsibilities and dangers of
his life at the front :—-

I am wriling this in a wood, where we spent the last
two nights. Iast night it poured “ cats and dogs ™
all night, and we had no shelter at all, so had to sleep
in the mud, and were, of course, soaked to the skin.
At 7 a.m. in the morning we had Mass for the battalion
in the wood on two bully-beef boxes, and everybody
went to Holy Communion. It was a wonderful sight
to see everybody kneeling in the slush and soaked to
the skin, praying and hearing Mass—some for the last
time. The bombardment has been on for two or three
days, and we attack to-morrow morning at about dawn.
It is now 4 p.m.; we march up this evening. 1 can tell
you all this now, as by the time you get this we shall
have “‘ strafed ”” the Boches out of existence and have
won miles of country. Well, cheer oh! 1 will be
quite safe, and do tell the Mater not to worry. 1 am
afraid 1 am rather excited to get at the Boches, and
would like to *‘ strafe ”” some before they put me out
of action and send me home with a wound in my arm.
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onp Lieur. RICHARD P. W. GETHIN,
oND BN. THE RovaL MunsTter FUSILIERS.

Born January 4th, 1896. 0.S. 1907.

Killed in action near Loos Village at the Battle of Loos, on
September 26th, 1915.
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2nd Lieut. RICHARD P. W. GETHIN —continued.

This ““ strafe *’ is about the record that this little world
of ours has ever seen—beats any Mons, Aisne, or Marne
show into fits. . . . I hope I do my job properly,
and also the Munsters. . . . . Do write and cheer up
the Mater, and don’t let her worry. The thought of
her worrying about me is the only thing that troubles
me, so do try and keep her cheerful, as 1 will really be
quite all right. 1 may get wounded, but that would
be luck.

He was killed near the village of Loos on
the second day of the Batile of loos, and it is
consoling to reflect that death did not find him
unprepared, as the following words of a friend

bear testimony :—

Dick has been a credit to Stonyhurst. Of late, even
at the front, he has been a daily Communicant.

Lieut. PHILIP W. FLINN, 5th Bn. (attached 1st Bn.) The South Lancashire Regt.

Born in 1897, Philip Flinn came to Hodder
in 1906, the youngest of three brothers who
have passed through the College. He was a
boy of much spirit, a good actor, especially in
comic parts, not wanting in brains (as our
prize lists show), and universally popular.

Leaving Stonyhurst from the Class of Poetry
in 1915, he joined the Army three weeks
afterwards, and was in I'rance, doing duty in the
trenches, in the January following. Wounded
in the head in the battle of the Somme, he
returned to Irance again in March, 1917.
Lieut. Vincent Thierens (1910), who was in
the same battalion of the South Lancashires
as Philip belonged to, gives the details of his
death in action, and of his great personal
bravery during the Battle of the Menin Road
Ridge :—

Ie was killed on Hill 37, S.E. of St. Julien. The
“push ” started at 5.30 a.m. on the morning of
September 20th, 1917, and Philip and I, with our
men, were together for some little time. Our objective
was gained after a very heavy engagement. Later
on a message came asking for reinforcements from the
South Lancashires to be sent to support the Liverpools.
This was somewhat difficult, as we did not know our
position. Philip immediately jumped on to the
parapet, and with his trench map and compass located
them, and, marching off with his men, arrived in time
to do more good work.

About 4 p.m. the Germans commenced their counter-
attack, which lasted for some time, when they were

finally repulsed. But it was during this counter-attack
that Philip was shot in the head by a machine gun
bullet, and was killed instantancously, about 5.30 p.m.
He has been recommended by the C.0.’s both of the
Liverpools and the South ILancashires.

Although the youngest officer of his battalion, he
was certainly one of the bravest, and never known to
jib. He was the life of the mess with his quict patter,
and all the officers are very much cut up at his loss.
At the time of Philip’s death, | was about a mile and
a half away, and we were about five miles from the
base. The Major was always very interested in him.
The battalion possessed a most zcalous Catholic
Chaplain, who, by hunting up his men, secured that
they were regular at Confession and Communion.
At the time the battalion went into action he had been
invalided home with gastric trouble, but his place had
been taken by the Rev. I'ather Pike, 0.5.B.

The Colonel wrote to his father, under date
September 25th, 1917 :—

He was very popular with us all, and will be a great
loss to the battalion. lHe was a good and brave
officer, and did splendid work on the day he was killed.
The battalion had some very hard fighting when we took
Hill 37, and it was later in the day, during a strong
counter-attack by the enemy, that he was killed. e
was shot through the head and died instantancously.
I could not have been many yards away from him at
the time.
company, his Company Commander choosing the spot.

He was buried on 11ill 37, by men of his

He was the son of Mr. I'. W. Flinn and Mrs.

Flinn, ° Greenheys,” Grove Road, Wallasey.
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Lievr. PHILIP W. FLINN,
5rH By, (attached 1sT BN.) THE SoutH LANCASHIRE REGT.
Born 1897. 0.8, 19006.

Killed in action on Hill 37, near Ypres, September 20th, 1917, at the Battle
of the Menin Road Ridge, third of the Battles of Ypres, 1917.
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Lieut. DUDLEY T. F. FITZPATRICK, 3rd Bn. (attached 2nd Bn.) The South

Staffordshire Regt.

Lieut. Fitzpatrick was killed in action on
October 27th, 1914, in the neighbourhood of
Ypres, at the Battle of Langemarck.

The following extract from a letter of a
brother officer and schoolfellow contains all we
know of his last fight :—

Fitzpatrick died as a Stonyhurst boy should. 1lie
wasn’'t up in the firing line twenty-four hours. He
came up overnight, and went straight to his company,
which, together with mine, took part in an attack on
a very strongly concealed position—a ruined farm
and hidden trenches. One of his men who was
wounded, but managed to get back, told me that he
(Fitz.) was sent with a platoon to strengthen the
firing line. He was hit before getting there, but got
up and tried to go on; he was hit a second time, but
got up again and tried to go on, to be finally hit again
and killed.

The Adjutant of the 2nd Bn. The South
Staffordshire Regt. wrote to his brother : —

It is with the deepest grief that I have to write and
tell you that we were never able to recover your poor
brother’s body. le was shot dead whilst gallantly
leading an attack on an advanced post of the enemy’s
which was causing heavy casualties to the men of the
battalion. The position could not be held, and very
few of the gallant little party got back after dark, and
could neither bury him nor bring his body back.
Eventually we had to retire from the position. 1 hope
you will accept my deepest sympathy, and that of all
my brother officers. We all feel we have lost a good
and gallant officer in him. The place where your
brother was shot was about five miles east of Ypres.

Lieut. Dudley Fitzpatrick was born in India
in 1893, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Fitzpatrick,

of Poona. He was at Stonyhurst from 190g.

Pte. LOUIS L. d’ABADIE, 24th Bn. The Roy:l Fusiliers (2nd Sportsman’s Bn.).

Born in 1878, Louis d’Abadie, who was the
third son of the late Mr. St. Luce d’Abadie,
a land-owner in Trinidad, and of Mrs.
d’Abadie, nee Girod, of Port of Spain, was for
a short time a student at Hodder in 1887,
which he left to complete his education at
St. Augustine’s College, Ramsgate. A diligent
student and a keen sportsman, he easily won
the esteem and affection of all who had the
pleasure of his acquaintance. He was well
read in the literatures of France and England,
a brilliant debater, and had he not relinquished
his legal studies he would doubtless have made
a name for himself at the Bar.

We append a few extracts from the Port of
Spain Gazette, the leading journal of Trinidad :—-

“ Louis d’Abadie left Trinidad for England
in December, 1914, and enlisted shortly after
arriving there. A sportsman in every sense
of the term, it was quite in keeping that he
selected a sporting regiment on joining the
colours. His last letter to his mother, on
July 22nd last, was written in his usual happy
style, and was full of hope at seeing her when
the war was over. In local circles Louis
d’Abadie was considered quite an authority
on sport generally, and many a sound well-

reasoned and highly - entertaining article

particularly on football from his facile pen

appeared in the columns of a one-time well-
known local sporting journal.”

Private H. Scotland, an old Beaumont boy,
and also of the Royal Fusiliers, described the
manner of his death at Delville Wood on
July gist, 1916 : —

1 suppose you have already heard of poor lLouis’

death. He was killed instantancously by a shell on
the night of July 31st.

An O.S. Trinidadian wrote — -

He had great facility of speech, and a wonderfully
persuasive and winning manner. JIe took great
mterest in sport, was a thorough sportsman, and
sometimes wrote in the local papers. lle was a great
favourite with everyone, a faithful friend, and, as you
may imagine from what I have said, the pleasantest
of companions. Louis was one of the first Trinidadians
to leave Trinidad, after the declaration of war, to join
the Army. Himself and a few others left together,
without fuss or show, and almost unnoticed. 1 must
confess I never seriously thought he mcant to join the
Army. First of all he must have been very near the
age limit, if not over it, and fighting did not seem to
me to be in his line. However, he proved that he was
in earnest, and his colleges, Trinidad, and his family
and friends have every reason to be proud of him.

A fellow soldier told how he fell, in these
words :—

lLouis was killed in action while taking part in an
advance. 1 have made enquirics from his platoon
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Lievr. DUDLEY T. I'. FITZPATRICK,
3rD BN. (attached 2nD By.) THE SouTH STAFFORDSHIRE REGT.

Born 1893. 0.S. 1909.

Killed in action in Flanders, October 27th, 1914,
near Becelaere, during fighting between the first
and second of the Battles of Ypres, 1914.
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Pte. LOUIS L. d’ABADIE—continued.

corporal, and learn that he was instantaneously killed
by a shell on July 31st, 1916, while advancing through
Delville Wood.

The morning before we went into action he attended
an open-air Mass, and, with the rest of us Catholics,
received Holy Communion on the field, so that we were
all prepared for any sacrifice.

2nd Lieut. CHARLES BARRY GIBBONS,

Lieut. Gibbons was at Stonyhurst from
September, 1905, till July, 1911. He was
noticeable as a boy of determined character,
quiet and industrious. While interested in
games and every form of athletics, it was
evident that the O.T.C. was his principal
attraction, as his heart was set on soldiering.
He was an exceptionally smart and keen
member of the corps.

Soon after leaving school he passed into
Sandhurst, and was gazetted to a commission
in the 2nd Bn. The Royal Irish Regt. in
January, 1913, joining his battalion in Guernsey.
He quickly settled down to regimental life, and
took great interest in his work. A senior
officer described him as one of the most reliable
subalterns in the battalion. He was par-
ticularly keen on rifle shooting, for which he
had won prizes at Stonyhurst, and a few
months after joining he was one of the four
officers selected to represent the battalion in
the King George V. Cup, which was won by
this team. Lieut. Gibbons figures second on
the list of the winners with a score of 20, 20,
19, 17, being only two marks behind the best
shot of the team. He also joined energetically
in the regimental games ; was Captain of the
iHockey Team and Secretary to the Sports
Committee.

Irom Guernsey the battalion moved to
Plymouth, and, when war was declared, was
one of the first to land in France, having
embarked on August 13th, 1914. It was
pushed forward immediately into Belgium, and
a portion, including Licut. Gibbons’ company,
was in the fighting at Mons on August 23rd
and the subsequent days, during which he was
killed.

More precise details were given to the

Another said of him:--

“Darby 7 (as we always called him) was beloved
by all, and everyone of us will, deep in our hearts,
treasure his memory as one of the finest men and
truest comrades we have ever had the good fortune
to meet.

2nd Bn. The Royal Irish Regt.

present writer by a Corporal of “ C > Company,
to which Charlie Gibbons belonged. My
informant, 5o0g5, Corpl. Patrick FitzGerald,
said : “I saw Mr. Gibbons about 11 a.m. on
the 23rd August, 1914, leading his platoon
against the German advance guard in the
middle of the town of Mons. He did not join
the rest of us during our retirement, an hour
afterwards. We never saw him again.’

In the War Office telegram reporting his
death neither place nor date was given, and it
was only in the last few months after the
Armistice that the War Office was able to
state that he was killed hetween August 24th
and September 1st, 1914, and that he was
buried by the Germans in the cemetery of
St. Symphorien, south-cast of Mons. The

Adjutant wrote :—

His grave was found by the battalion after the
Armistice, and an oak cross was erected over it,
with the inscription :- -

LirvuT. GIBBONS,
2ND DBN. THE RoyvaL Irisn REGT.
KiLLep IN AcTiON ON 23.8.14.

He lies among his comrades killed on that day of
heavy losses, in which the battalion casualtics were
7 officers and 350 other ranks.

Charlie Gibbons was much interested in

k]

rifle shooting, and as a memorial of him, his
father and mother, Col. J. B. Gibbons and
Mrs. Gibbons (of Rossmount, Rosslare, Co.
Wexford), presented a fund to the Stonyhurst
O.T.C., the interest on which is to provide
They
also gave a handsome subscription towards
the building of the new rifle range at the

annual rifle-shooting prizes for the corps.

College, and had set up on the wall of the
church corridor a memorial brass tablet to
their son, side by side with the other tablets
placed there to the memory of old Stonyhurst
boys killed in action during the war.
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onp Lirur. CHARLES BARRY GIBBONS,
onp BN. Tue Rovar Irsua REecr.

Born 1893. O.S. 1903.

Killed in action in Belgium on August 23rd, 1914, at the Battle
of Mons.
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Lieut. GERALD GOSLING, M.C., 1st Bn. The Gloucestershire Regt.

Gerald Gosling was the eldest son of Mr.
Cecil Gosling, British Minister to Bolivia. He
passed his childhood at La Paz, Bolivia, and
came to Hodder on September 6th, 1910, at
the age of 12. He was evidently a boy of
great natural pluck and hardihood, as evidenced
by an incident of his early boyhood, told by
his father.

The father was startled one day to see his
son Gerald enter his room in triumph carrying
a wounded Ocelot,* strapped up in his braces.
The boy had apparently surprised the animal
asleep in the forest, stunned it with a blow on
the head, then carefully tied its legs together
and muzzled it by means of his braces.

Gerald was much liked by all at Stonyhurst.
A sound, sensible fellow he was, hardy, athletic,
and a capable student at any subject that
interested him. He was just the type to make
He left the College on Decem-
ber 18th, 1915, on passing into Sandhurst.
From Sandhurst he was gazetted to the
Gloucester Regt., and served with it in France

a good oflicer.

and Belgium continuously from 1916 onwards,
taking part in much severe fighting.

He was wounded on September 16th, 1918,
receiving the Military Cross for his gallantry
After the cessation of
hostilities in France he volunteered for active
service in Russia, and was posted to the British
Expeditionary Force at Archangel.

There he was one of the staff of British
oflicers attached to a Russian battalion formed

on that occasion.

of prisoners from the Bolshevist Red Army
who had volunteered to serve with the British.
The battalion treacherously mutinied early in
the morning of July 7th, 1919, and shot their
officers, including Lieut. Gosling.

The subjoined account of the mutiny, written
by The
supplies full details as to the manner of his
death :

Times correspondent during July,

* The Ocelot is the fiercest fighter ¢f all the Tiger Cat
family. One, which the present writer kept at Stonyhurst,
became so dangerous that he had to send it to the London
Zoo, accepting an Eagle Ow] in exchange.

13

Let me tell the story of the revolt in the
early morning of July 7th. It was composed
of ex-Bolshevist prisoners. Among them were
ex-Russian oflicers of pronounced Bolshevist
views—men who had served as commissaries in
the ‘Red’ Army. Months ago, when our
Command was sorely in need of soldiers, and
Britain did not appear to be in any great hurry
to send out fresh troops, General Ironside
conceived the idea of reasoning with these
prisoners, turning them from their inclinations,
making soldiers of them, and persuading them
to fight against their late comrades.

‘““The men were formed into a battalion ;
they were clothed in khaki, {ed and paid on the
same scale as the British soldier, and only a
few short weeks ago were presented with colours
in the presence of a vast crowd of Archangel
citizens.

“In forming the battalion, General Ironside
placed British officers with Russians, believing
that they would inculcate the splendid spirit
of camaraderie that exists between the British
officer and the British soldier.

“To-day five of those oflicers are in their
graves. They were murdered by the ex-
Bolsheviks among whom they had lived during
the last few months. It availed them nothing
that they had sought to treat the men as men,
scorning the traditional harshness of the Russian
officer. They were attacked while they were
asleep in the early hours of July 7th.

“The battalion had gone forward up the
Dvina, and was to be taken into battle at
Troitsa. They gave not the slightest sign that
any conspiracy was being organised. They
had behaved in a most exemplary manner, so
much so that Col. B. C. Wells, in command,
was more than satisfied that they would render
a striking account of themselves when they
were put into action.

¢ Capt. A. E. M. Finch, Seaforth Highlanders,
was the first to be shot. The assassin fired at

him through the window as he lay asleep in

bed.
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