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EDITORIAL.
T^HE Term has been an abnormal one.
To begin with, the
demands of the calendar limited it to ten weeks. Then
came the news that several boys, suffering from minor ailments,
were prevented from returning promptly. The influenza microbe
followed and carried off to the sick-room some seventeen of our
number. Finally chicken-pox, claiming a solitary victim, necessitated the cancelling of all our football matches with schools.
We have had the pleasure of welcoming among us ten boys
from Saffron Walden School, as their buildings had been requisitioned for military purposes. We congratulate them on the
prompt way in which they settled into the life of the School. Our
best wishes go with them on their return to their Alma Mater.
It has been somewhat difficult to obtain O.L. news for this
number, as most of our correspondents have left their usual work,
and are serving their country in some form or other. From Dunkirk we hear of good work with the Friends' Ambulance Unit,
and from the Champagne district of the rebuilding of villages,
and the consequent awakening of hope in the hearts of the inhabitants.
Those training as combatants appear to be enjoying their
duties and getting thoroughly fit.
In the list published in " The Times " of those selected by the
Council to be recommended for admission into the Royal Society,
we notice the name of Leonard Doncaster. We heartily congratulate him on this honour. In ordinary course this will mean that
before our next issue is published, Dr. Doncaster's name will have
the right to be followed by the coveted letters, F.R.S.
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NEW BOYS.
V.

fE. G. Ardley, Sheringham.
f j . F. Butler, Hitchin.
f j . H. Thompson, London.
Lower V. fW. R. Appleton, Leicester.
fB. Deane, Westcliff.
fE. Kilbey, Hitchin.
fR. W. Montford, London.
|R. A. Partridge, Stowmarket.
f j . W. Powell, Croydon.
jP. A. Wright, London.
IV.
j f D . S. Newbegin, Staines.
R. A. Penrose, Watford.
III.
V. H. Merttens, Rugby.
C. K. Rutter, Wincanton.
F. W. Sefton-Jones, London.
fBoys joining for the term from Saffron Walden School.
ftRe-enters after withdrawal.
NEW OLD BOYS.
H. W. Ransom, The Chilterns, Hitchin.
H. G. Saunders, 71 Lee Road, Blackheath.
J . T. Wotherspoon, 9 Park Circus, Glasgow.
R. T. V. Clarke, The Rectory, Corby, Kettering.
D. Gilford, Grosvenor Road, Shinfield, Reading.
PREFECTS.
A. P D. Penrose (senior prefect), appointed September, 1913.
A. F. Grierson
,,
,,
„
W. A. Bell
„
May,
1914.

THE

L.
J.
R.
E.
P.

B. Cole
B. Fryer
B. Hopkins
Wallis
F. King
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appointed September, 1914.
,,
January,
1915.

THOUGHTS ON CORPORATE S P I R I T .
f T is probable that most boys do not worry themselves about
corporate spirit ; they take each day ajt its face value and
realise the idea of corporation from imitation. Such existence is
perfectly healthy, for the practice of right doing precedes the theory.
But in any school, there will always be found individuals who use
their reason to discover new aspects of truth, even in the commonplace. To such youthful philosophers these scattered thoughts
may prove of interest.
To a school-boy the question of corporate spirit has reference
mainly to his relation with his school. He is frequently exhorted
to do something " for the school," while, if he has the business
instinct strongly developed, he may claim to have done his part
by the payment of school fees. Surely, therefore, the school is
under an obligation to him. Now it is true that a boy—or his
parents—has every right to expect his money's worth, and there is
much that a school ought to do for its boys. It has to prepare
them for the perpetual Cambridge Local Examination of life ;
success in which is to be obtained by sound character, clear brain,
and a variety of interests
It must supply them with the means for
a complete realisation of their capabilities. But it is just in order
to do this that a school requires from its pupils that they shall be
of use to all their schoolfellows. Human nature is such that to
attain self-realisation it is necessary to extend the self as widely as
possible ; society is based on mutual need, and a boy who would
benefit himself must think in terms of the community of which he
is a member.
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How then can a boy help his school ? The many various ways
may perhaps be grouped under the headings of conduct and intellect.
Conduct determines what is called " the tone " of a school. Its
importance is obvious and real. A man of low character is a danger
to himself and humanity. All our relations with others influence
them for good or bad. A chance remark is fraught with momentous
consequences. Though the habit of morbidly calculating the
effect of our obiter dicta is undesirable, it is important for us to
keep a strict guard upon our behaviour in the interest of others.
A special instance of the effect of the tone of a school is to be found
in school games. These form an admirable criterion of individual
character, and their corporate nature is especially marked. There
is something contemptible in the bookworm's or slacker's sneer at
athletics, for they are peculiarly a source of our National pride.
The influence of games on the rhythm of the body is profound ;
they afford, when strenuously played, a keen and valuable enjoyment, and without the health which they induce, mental activity is
handicapped, or even paralysed.
At first sight intellect is not of so obviously a social nature as
conduct. Hence it is not rated so highly by the majority of people.
It is of course true that without love a man becomes sounding brass
or a clanging cymbal, but the common view that a man is satisfactory if his heart is in the right place is erroneous. Would Mark
Tapley make a satisfactory Prime Minister ? When so many Englishmen record their votes at political elections, is it not desirable that
they should have-a sound knowledge of the problems of politics?
In a recent article to the " Friend " on " The Tragedy of False
Theories," Rufus M. Jones pleads for a " sounder education, a keener
and more searching analysis of facts." The logical discussion of
the value of intellect in its relation to conduct would require too
much space to be entered into here, but wise men have always realised
it.
Socrates identified Virtue with Knowledge, Plato exposed the
imperfection of those whose virtue was a matter of habit and not
based on philosophy ; Browning found the solution of all questions
in the earth and out of it in " the acknowledgment of God in Christ,
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accepted by thy reason."
The historian Lecky writes that " Intellectual causes lie at the root of the whole structure of civilised life,"
and Buckle is eloquent on the value of knowledge in combating
religious persecution and militarism.
Such testimony of sages could be multiplied indefinitely. It
should influence the many boys, who are desirous of helping the
world, to maintain a high intellectual standard for their school.
Some few have not the brains to become of much value to the
community intellectually. These have other modes of service.
But far more fail from want of effort. They are discouraged by the
magnitude of the task before them, and the distance of the goal of
their endeavours. The most determined perseverance is often
demanded from the student, and the growth of knowledge is apt
to be slow. But it is those who have developed their brains, and
rendered themselves efficient by years of patient study, who may
apply themselves to the service of humanity with the justest hopes
of success.

LECTURE IN AID OF T H E BELGIANS.
A t the beginning of the term, Mr. Evans announced that he
had decided to get up a lecture in aid of the local Belgian
Relief Fund. The boys were to make all the arrangements for the
lecture, which would be given by Mons. Paul Blaise, a Belgian
refugee and a Diplom£ of Louvain University, who had lectured on
Belgium with much success in other places.
A school meeting was held, and a committee was elected, consisting of three masters and nine boys, one Walden boy being added
later. G. R. Fox was appointed secretary.
The large Town Hall was booked for the 22nd of February, the
Mayor of Reading very kindly consenting to take the chair.
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Expenses were reduced to a minimum through the kindness of
many of the business men of the town, as in some cases no charge
at all was made for work done, and in others work was executed at
cost price.
A large number of tickets was sold by house-to-house visitation,
and Messrs. Attwells, Binfield and Co. undertook the booking
arrangements and sold tickets at their office.
On three afternoons gangs of Leightonians paraded the streets
with sandwich-boards, which had been prepared at the School.
They created quite a sensation, and the " pushful polite people "
who accompanied them sold many tickets.
The lecture, entitled " Belgium and the Belgians " was quite
successful. The matter was interesting, and a great many excellent
slides were shown, chiefly of buildings and well-known towns as
they appeared before the war, and as they appear to-day. Some
of those showing the ruins and present day conditions had been
obtained under great difficulties and risks. The lecture was sound
rather than brilliant.
About eight hundred people were present, and as all expenses
were met privately, the entire proceeds amounting to over £51
were handed over to the Fund.
M.

A.

SISSON.

T H E HORRORS OF WAR.
I T was a pleasant afternoon, with much sunlight and shadow, the
slow march of piled up clouds from the low hills on the horizon
along a brilliant track of blue, while a repellent ariel pretended
to hush up memories of a wild and turbulent night. The distant
sea glittered through the naked branches of ash and thorn, and all
these things told me to get a camera, trundle down to the strand on
a push bike and try my luck.
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There were, of course, a few difficulties, the bike was covered
with limestone mud, the result of stormy journeys a few days
previous, and absolutely refused to move an inch. I searched for
the oil can of the reaper and binder, where it ought to be, many
places where it ought to not be, and finally ran it to earth in the
stables, where Michael (not a small boy) probably used it for his
boots ; very effective, but quite illegal.
After emptying the can, the chain consented to turn, and I was
at last off down the road, through the village and making straight
for the sea about a mile distant. The land was flat and open,
albeit divided into many small fields (the numerous holdings of
Walshes, Bate, Fennesseys, O'Briens and Collins), and all round
circled the wide distant open horizon of Ireland.
The two young Mahoneys were leisurely thatching their cottage,
and we duly said " good evening." A little further down, Mr. Tom
Walsh sprawled on the " ditch " (an earth bank completely overgrown with grass and furze), and enjoyed life as only an Irishman
can. He owned a small farm ; but though I have known him as
long as memory goes back, I have never seen him doing aught of
work. He was once a Fenian, then an outlaw, then a land agent,
and now for many years a gentleman at ease. With long limbs,
sprawling over stones and grass, indifferent to the steady chill of
the sodden earth, with unwashed beard blowing in the wind from
the sea, he would talk to you about anything under the sun.
Politics (though what he really thought at the bottom of his heart
I should not like to guess), the weather, the trout who lived in the
reedy lagoons of a neighbouring bog, the otter among the limestone
rocks of the stream from the inland farmlands, the headless black
dog who patters along the darkening roads in the dusk, the white
woman who stands in the stream in the moonlight just below the
sudden turn in the road down the hill. All these things and lots
of others beside he would talk about, if only you would wait and
listen.
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But at last I am at the strand, with stand and camera fixed, and
plates duly exposed. Will they ever give any idea of those mighty
clouds and the wet, shining sand !
I had forgotten that in these days of war, one must not photograph
on the coast, but a watcher in a lighthouse three miles across the
bay had not, and with zeal and interest noted the act of photography
through his telescope. A few minutes later he was signalling across
another couple of miles of water, to the coastguards on the mainland.
These in turn telephoned to the police station, and a few minutes
later the little fishing village was alive with the news of " a German
spy across the bay."
Three of the Royal Irish Constabulary at once started in pursuit,
while the news was again telegraphed to the South of Ireland
Horse, stationed about six miles away. Six troopers and a motor
cyclist were ordered out, and lost no time in covering the odd five
miles between them and the sea. Mrs. Flanagan was in the village
when they passed through. " Sakes alive," says she, " Heaven
help their poor horses' legs. I haven't heard such a battering since
Father Roe asked Biddy for a subscription. It's the mercy of
Heaven I sent Michael for a biteen of the plasther, or he would have
been surely kilt in the middle of the road." (Michael is a small boy,
but he hadn't washed very carefully that morning, so he is not the
one you know). But to continue, the six troopers, the motor
cyclist and the policemen searched the strand without result, as I
had meanwhile returned on my bicycle. The Mahoneys were still
thatching their cottage and talking, when the soldiers came up and
asked them : " Have you seen a man on a bicycle with a camera ? "
They paused, then one replied, " Begorra, we haven't unless it's old
Patsy Bailey you'd be wanting. He passed down east a while ago
with a donkey butt and a dead calf." Tom Walsh was still sprawling on the ditch. He did not pause. " A man on a bicycle ? Oh.
yes, a foxy chap with big whiskers. He passed along on the station
road half an hour ago, on a motor bike with a box behind, going
like the wind."
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And so the hunt swayed this way and that, until it was finally
decided that the foxy man was a myth, and where the real offender
was, who could say ? At last, as night was drawing on, a zealous
trooper heard in the village that I had passed through on a bicycle,
and a few minutes later I was politely explaining how sorry I was
to have caused such a commotion. My plates were taken away and
developed, and I subsequently got them back again. The saddest
part of all this history is that they were all badly over exposed.
WILSON

STRANGMAN.

HOBBIES E X H I B I T I O N .
T H E Exhibition was held on the afternoon of the 19th of December. The leisure time pursuits were displayed in the Physical,
Biological Laboratories and the Museum, while the Chemical
Laboratory was devoted to an exhibition of school work.
To speak first of the latter : no attempt was made to select
specially good work, as the object was to give visitors some idea of
the general work of the School. To this end note books of various
forms, in many subjects, were open for inspection, as well as class
art work and carpentry.
Turning to Hobbies, there was a lack of quantity, but in some
sections work of excellent quality. Art, Archaeology, Photography,
Natural History Diaries, and Pets, were all commended by the
judges. On the other hand, Metal work, Woodwork and Handicraft
were disappointing. The entries in Literary subjects and in Music
were numerous, and the results were, in some cases, of a higher
standard than those of the previous year.
The result of the competition was that School House retained
the " Sisson Cup " with an average of 6 54 points, though Grove
House was only -14 behind. L. S. Penrose won the championship,
closely followed by M. A. Sisson and W. W. Pollard. L. S. Penrose
also became the holder of the " Rawlings Picture " for the best
piece of art work.
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During the afternoon a short demonstration of St. John Ambulance work was given under the guidance of Dr. Hastings Gilford,
showing how " First Aid " should be applied in the case of fractures
and wounds.
At the close of the Exhibition, visitors and boys assembled in the
Gymnasium to hear the competitors for the J . B. Hodgkin Elocution
prize. In accordance with the wishes of the donor, this prize will
be offered annually for the best speech delivered on a subject
chosen by the competitor before as large an audience as possible.
Four candidates presented themselves, and under novel and trying
circumstances, acquitted themselves well. The judges on this
occasion divided the prize, awarding three pounds to E. Wallis and
one to J . S. Fryer.

CHAMPAGNE IN F E B R U A R Y .

T H E Marne floods have abated a metre or so, leaving behind a
damp band on the poplars, and an odorous slime on the
fields. When the rushing waters were at their highest, one
wondered how the trees and vegetation bore it. Now it seems only
an incident in the enrichment of the life of the land. The water
channels in the undergrowth are narrowed down again to something
reminiscent of the ditches of Pamber Forest. The osier beds are
a flaming orange ; catkins are becoming pliant and powdery.
Other birds than magpies and .crows appear more frequently ; a
trio of goldfinches gleaning the last seeds from a teazle head ;
chaffinches and linnets in flocks ; the gentle twittering of a lark
in the far stretching fields so little furrowed, the timid whistle of a
blackbird in a shattered copse. Out from the blueness of the hills
towards Chalons shines an unsuspected chalk pit ; the long avenues
that mark the roads lose their monotony. There is a new perspective in things.
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Over the broad mounds of French and German graves is spreading
a veil of new grass. The spade marks are less noticeable in the
trenches ; the ration tins are rusting out of sight. The red-baked
plaster of solitary walls is being concealed by a soft green mould.
The rain has beaten down the grey ashes of burnt crops in the
barns. Damp, frost and wind have done their best with the
melancholy procession of chimneys that threatened to fall on what
was once the main street of a village. The mud carcase of a barn
wall, prone as it fell outwards, in which can be traced the consumed
timbers of its skeleton, is crumbling into the earth. The soft south
winds bring gentler sounds than the rumble of guns.
Such are the eternally simple means whereby nature removes the
signs and relics of a catastrophe.
The part that remains for man to do is almost appallingly great.
The extend of distress is not to be measured by the outward appearance of the village. Even where the house has not been burned or
destroyed by shells, the people have lost a great deal by pillage;
sheets, clothing, food, wine, cattle. Women who can use their
needle are reduced to sewing themselves garments from soldiers'
shirts off the battlefield. A living is eked out by collecting rifle
and gun cartridge cases for their yield of cuivre. So much speaks
of the necessity of starting again at the very beginning, and the
necessary consideration of the huge problem of the future. We
cannot lose sight of the tragedy that is implied in that. How far
does the furnishing of roof and clothing help to relieve the mental
stress there must be. Some of the old people have succumbed to
the shock ; women widowed by the war have nothing but the ruins
of their homes to face. Even energetic men seem staggered by their
losses. I have noticed how even the setting of our men to clear out
debris has induced a proprietaire to set his hand to the work. The
very nature of constructive work gives a better environment for
the children than the surrounding signs of destruction.
The scope of the work the Society of Friends has undertaken
must continually widen to meet the different needs. After some

THE

LEIGHONIAN.

difficulty with authorities when we first came out, we are now becoming known. The Prefet and Sous-Prefet of the Marne have
taken great interest in all our work, and the Ministry of Agriculture
has asked for information of our construction of wooden huts.
The French newspapers have published flattering paragraphs
describing our work. The cars of the Societe des Amis are no
longer looked upon suspiciously by the sentries at level crossings,
and the black and red star is almost as good a sign as the Croix
Rouge itself. Best of all the villages are talking of us and the
exaggerations of gossip are making us almost famous. There is a
great opportunity for the extension of our work in the several
centres and the coming spring will be a great test of our resources.
In Sermaize, for instance, a town of 3,000 utterly wiped out, we have
not only to relieve the distress usual everywhere, but owing to the
overcrowding of the homeless families in a hydro we have to deal
with a problem of sanitation that may or may not involve an
epidemic of typhoid. Here at Vitry-le-Francois anci at FereChampenoise and Fontenelle (near Montmirail) we have been
working during the last two months re-roofing buildings or erecting
wooden huts to form temporary houses to give some better prospect
for agriculture. This work has been followed up by a careful and
systematic distribution of seed and machinery. The dearth of
French doctors in the villages is bringing increasing work for the
doctors of our equipe.
Maternity cases are taken by our cars to
our hospital at Chalons from all directions, some of the mothers
having been brought from the nerve-racking cellars of Rheims. It
is difficult in a few lines to give a picture of the extent of the work
and its possibilities can only be fully appreciated on the spot where
we can see the effect on the small number of people we have already
been able to help. Forgetting a little the nearness of war, we can
see a little further forward to the abatement of the flood.

LAURENCE

Vitry-le-Francois,

February,

1915.

ANGUS.
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CRICKET IN 1915.

"
was the epitaph pronounced over the Cricket
Season of 1914 by the School team, after their concluding
disastrous defeat at the hands of the O.L.'s last July.

"

I CHABOD !

Each match of the season had seemed to produce a worse " rot "
than the previous one ; wickets had tumbled ludicrously and rapidly;
successive players had gone nervously in, had made a few wild
strokes and retired smiling painfully to the gloomy shades of the
pavilion ; and the small boys had laughed cynically and ceased at
last to be even spectators. All this, too, in spite of two good
professional coaches, who had come as regularly as clockwork to
their heartbreaking task. There was only one bright spot: the
fielding had often been good, and some brilliant catches had been
made. One other solace there was : we had beaten the O.L.'s at
tennis—cold comfort !
And as the coming cricket season looms threateningly near, our
Jeremiahs begin to pronounce the woes in store for the teams :
" None of the Masters can bat at all, and they can't bowl decently ;
there are only about two boys who have any idea of batting, and
they can't make runs ; some of them don't bowl badly, but they
can't get the other side out ; it will be worse than last season, and
who will be captain ?" It may be of some value to point out to these
Job's Comforters that in the football season of 1913-14 the School
fared almost as badly as in the succeeding cricket season ; and that
last September when the football season was in its infancy, similar
gloomy prophecies were disseminated. But a democratic movement, born during the cricket defeats of the summer term, and
emanating from the scornful Plebs, swept all and sundry into regular
and stern training—sufficiently rigorous to undermine the hoary
customs of study teas. Result : a football season which will bear
comparison with any on record, during which neither the Boys' XI
nor the second X I have lost more than one match each, and have a
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series of fine games and splendid victories to their credit. And yet in
the Boys' Football X I there were no phenomenally brilliant players;
on the whole they were of average ability. But training and determination produced a team, always in first rate condition, never
inclined to throw up the sponge, and always working well together :
the players had combined into a team, which is entirely different
from eleven units playing at the same time. And this hard-working
combination, well-trained and well-captained, registered, contrary
to the prognostications of those who sit in the seats of the mighty,
a handsome victory in November over a strong team of O.L.'s.
What training and persistence can do for football, can be done
equally well for cricket. Cricket is perhaps the finest school game
that is known ; it is both an art and a science ; it requires knowledge, thought and study ; character, judgment, nerve and pluck ;
high skill, a trained eye, and controlled muscles. It is extremely
varied in the demands it makes on the player, in that fielding
requires as special training and practice as either bowling or batting.
The possbilities of cricket are as infinite as those of chess.
It is just these subtle difficulties which ought to make cricket
pre-eminently attractive ; there is always room to develop more
skill, and there is always present a fascinating element of chance and
uncertainty.
Mr. Cave, the Newbury Professional, has been engaged again as
coach ; this season for three afternoons in the week, and all boys,
especially the youngest, will be able to get skilled help and careful
training regularly from him ; not only can he play cricket well
himself, but he can also teach and explain it well—a rare combination.
Last season, unfortunately, practice at the nets, though regular
enough, was in too many cases worse than useless; in fact, it was often
harmful. In no sense was it cricket practice ; rather, it was a case
of having a wild fifteen minutes' " knock," hit or-miss ; or a sending
down of many loose balls without any " length," while there was
practically no sound attempt to practise fielding.
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Strenuous football provides a satisfying pleasure undreamed of
by the slacker ; cricket taken seriously will prove as vital and
invigorating ; the " liit-or-miss " batsman, and the " fly-away "
bowler, and the slip-shod fielder never understand this.
There are certain first principles of cricket which must be understood
and mastered before progress can be made. Here are a few suggestions:
The batsman must learn to keep his back foot still, and not flinch
from any kind of bowling ; he must learn the inner meaning of the
" straight " bat, and the right use of the elbow. " Length " is allimportant to the bowler ; speed and break must come afterwards ;
without " length," speed and break lose all their sting. There is a
right and a wrong way to catch, or to field the ball on the ground ;
it is a painful sight to see a boy fielding a ball with his foot, when it
might have been decently gathered with the hands. There are few
boys who know how to throw in to the wicket-keeper.
Again, a man may often be run out, or a run may be saved, by a
fielder who knows to which end to throw the ball; discrimination
and swift decision are needed for smart work of this kind.
"Backing-up " and " calling " for a run constitute an art by which many
a run may be stolen, the fielders flustered, and a match perhaps won.
Fine judgment is needed by captains in placing the field, in changing
the bowlers, and in arranging the batting order.
Many hints both on these first principles, and on the finer points
of the game, can be obtained from cricket books by experts : Grace,
Fry, Ranjitsinjhi and others.
But practice is the Alpha and Omega of the game ; and some of
the best practice can be gained in odd times such as recesses, and
before collects, when five or ten minutes can be spent in experimenting with bat or ball. There is plenty of cricket talent in the
school, if boys could only bother to develop it. It all comes back
to this :—Training, and still more training ; and that indomitable
hopefulness and pluck expressed with such splendid mendacity in
our School motto :
" Nil nitentibus ardui est."
or as the Saffron Walden motto has it :
" Per Ardua ad Alta."
R . H. R O B S O N .
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R E P O R T S OF SCHOOL SOCIETIES.

have had one meeting this term, at which
W. R. Appleton, T. Laurie, F. W. Sefton-Jones, R. C. Taylor and
J . H. Jennings were elected members. R. Nisbet was made a
curator, and A. J . Hodgkin was appointed secretary in the place of
R. B. Hopkins, who had resigned. There was a large entry in
photography at the last Hobbies Exhibition, a special feature being
nearly two dozen enlargements. There were also several colour
photographs. There are three competitions which offer scope for
members : The " Kenneth B r o o k s " prize for Natural History
Lantern Slides, the Sports Competition for Snapshots, and the J . E.
Hodgkin prize for prints showing the growth of the new buildings.
The electric light in the dark room has been a great help. We hope
soon to have the enlarger lit by the same means.
A. J . H.
CAMERA C L U B . — W e

L.H.A. SOCIETY.—On the 1st of March, Mr. J . J . Cooper, of
Reading, gave us a most interesting paper entitled " Some Reading
Worthies of the Olden Time." Starting with a brief reference to the
famous or infamous Archbishop Laud, who was born in a house in
Broad Street, he led us on to consider the lives and works of Mistress
Mary Latter, Miss Mitford, Dr. Robert Valpey and Professor
Goldwin Smith. A number of books, illustrations and papers were
handed round afterwards, and proved a great source of interest and
amusement.
E. W A L L I S .
D E B A T I N G S O C I E T Y . — A meeting was held on the 20th of February.
The subject for debate was " That in the opinion of this house, the
time has now come for the United States to join the Allies." R. A.
U. Jennings proposed the motion, and T. B. Barlow led the opposition,
P. F. King and M. A. Sisson seconded the motion, and the opposition
respectively. The motion was lost by four votes to seven. For
various reasons the attendance was small, and the debate suffered
in consequence.
M. A. S I S S O N .
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M U S I C A L SOCIETY.—Practices have been by no means regular
this term. We have been rehearsing two pieces by Purcell and one
by Brewer. Ivilbey and R. Penrose have joined the Society. In
the absence of A. Bell, the duties of secretary have been undertaken
by his brother.
I. B E L L .

FOOTBALL.
P | N account of one case of chicken-pox, we have been obliged to
^^
cancel all our fixtures with Schools. The three matches
played, which were Club matches, were against Reading Y.M.C.A.,
Reading University College, and The Arcadians. Mild cases of
influenza have materially weakened our team.
January 21th. Club XI v. Reading Y.M.C.A., at L.P.S.
As usual this proved a very exciting game. For a considerable
time play was in mid-field, then it moved into our half, and our
opponents succeeded in scoring. It was not long, however, before
L.P.S. equalised. After this the game moved into our opponents'
half, and we scored our second and last goal. Just before half-time
our opponents scored again. During the second half the play was of
an even nature, but 011 two occasions determined rushes on the part
of the visitors ended in them gaining three more goals.
February 20th. Club XI v. University College, at Reading.
Unfortunately, we had to place a weak team in the field, as six
of our regular players were on the sick list; nevertheless, it was a
very enjoyable game, and did not prove as disastrous as at first it
threatened to. During the first half our opponents scored five goals,
while during the second they only managed to get one—a proof that
though beaten, we were not downhearted.
February 24th.

Club XI v. Arcadians,

at

L.P.S.

On this occasion we had practically our full team, and we were,
undoubtedly, the better side. For the first fifteen minutes or so our
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opponents managed to keep us out, then from a good piece of combined play, King gained our first goal. During the remainder of
the game we scored three more goals, King being responsible for
one and Pease for two.
February

6th.

House

Match.

If it had not been for illness the House match would have been one
of the most interesting of recent years, but as nearly everyone was
on the sick list, or had been recently, the bottom fell out of the
match, as each side could only scrape together nine men. The game
was not of a strenuous nature, but was a great source of amusement
to the onlookers, who consisted mainly of the boys who should have
been playing. Grove scored three goals in the first half, and four
in the second. Teams :—
Grove House.—Fryer ; Hopkins, Grace ; Grierson, Nisbet ; Fry,
G. Pollard, Jennings, Holmes.
School House.—Elverston ; Jefferys,
Merttens ; Rink, Taylor, Newbegin.

Wells ;

A. F.

Smith,

GRIERSON

Pease,

(Captain).

OLD LEIGHTONIAN NOTES.
H. L. Harris took his degree at Cambridge in December. He is
now working in the London office of Messrs. Cudworth, Impey and
Co. We congratulate him on his engagement to Miss Eleanor
Baker.
Congratulations to R. B. Goodbody on the birth of a son on the
23rd of December. Also to G. L. Ford on the birth of a daughter on
the 27th of the same month.
T. C. Tonkin has finished his course at the Camborne School of
Mines, and has a good post in the Roumanian oil fields awaiting
him at the close of the war.
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On the 23rd of February at the Friends' Meeting House, Standrop,
Ronald, son of Mr. and Mrs. J . B. Hodgkin, of Elm Ridge, Darlington, to Jennett Rachel, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. E. Backhouse, of Hurworth Grange, near Darlington.
O. S. H. Hopkins is studying Law in his father's office.
C. S. Richmond is an articled pupil of a firm of Estate agents in
London.
Congratulations to Olaf Hodgkin on the birth of a son on February 27th, at Tananarivo, Madagascar, who was named Howard Paul.
The Games Committee have decided to drop the cricket tour this
year. The O.L. Gathering will take place as usual. The Tennis
matches will be played on Friday, the 23rd of July, and the Cricket
match on the following day. Those wishing to play should write
to P. M. Keen, c/o Meesrs. Firmin and Sons, Globe Works, Villa
Street, Birmingham.
Basil Doncaster has had an attack of scarlet fever that incapacitated him for two days. It took him more than eight weeks to
" peel." He, therefore, considers that he is well qualified to become
a special constable.
All Old Boys are cordially invited to join the O.L. Club. A
subscription of £2 will make you a Life Member, with the right to
receive the L E I G H T O N I A N for ten years. The annual subscription
is four shillings. Membership includes among other things, the
advantage of invitations for O.L. Gatherings, the right to attend
Annual Meeting in July and the annual dinner, and a timely notice
of the Sports, " Big Social " and other School functions. The
Treasurer is A. Warner. Penarth, North Street, Carshalton, Surrey.
There are at present 178 members, more than three quarters of those
that have passed through the School.
H. W. Malcomson is " creeping," that is learning tea planting
on the Clodagh Estate, Matale, Ceylon.
Maxwell Armfield has recently brought out a book, entitled
" The Hanging Garden," a book of verse illustrated in colours
Simpkin Marshall are the publishers. He is conducting a course
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of instruction in Tempera Painting at his Studio, 65, Glebe Place,
Chelsea. We note also that Messrs. Putnam are issuing a story
by Miss Constance Smedley (Mrs. Maxwell Armfield), entitled " In
the Fighting Line." In spite of its title, we believe it does not deal
with the War.
We hear that Dr. Dyson Holdsworth is doing good work at the
hospital at Chalon-sur-Marne, and that L. M. Angus has designed
most of the cottages in two villages in the neighbourhood.
On the 12th of January, at Edgbaston Congregational Chapel
(by the Revs. W. S. Houghton and O. S. M. Berry), Gerald Braithwaite, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. John Henry Lloyd, to Lannette
Redlake, elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Keep.
On the 9th of March, at Low Fell, Gateshead-on-Tyne, Stephen
Holmes to Janet Hunter.

OLD LEIGHTONIANS AND T H E WAR.
The Editor has received the following additions to, or corrections of,
the list published in the December number. He will be glad if O.L.'s
will send to him any information that they may receive from time to
time.
R. B. Crewdson. Lieutenant, Territorial Field Artillery.
H. W. Goddard. Second Lieutenant, A.S.C.
H. C. Bradley. Second Lieutenant, South Staffordshire Regiment.
The following O.L.'s are serving in the Friends' Ambulance Unit:
L. J . Cadbury, H. B. Darby, E. B. Fox, J . P. Fox, LI. H. Fox,
J . E. Goodbody, W. F. Harvey, T. W. Hopkins, J . H. Jennings,
J . F. O. King, E. I. Lloyd, R. LI. Lloyd, D. J . Malcomson.
Dennis Gilford. 4th Batt. Royal Berks.
E. B. Fox acted as treasurer of the fund for entertaining
" Kitchener's " men in Plymouth before he joined the Ambulance Unit.
H. G. Barber. Captain 4th Batt. York and Lancaster Regiment.
F. S. Brain. Second Lieutenant 9th Batt. Royal Berks.
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G. R. Brockbank. Second Lieutenant 5th Batt. Royal Warwick
Regiment.
I). G. Walker. Second Lieutenant Highland Light Infantry.
0 . S. H. Hopkins. Leeds City Special Police, Motor Section.
). H. Cadbury. Secretary of the Birmingham Emergency Committee for the relief of the families of interned aliens.
E. H. Walpole is serving on committees in Dublin that are working
on behalf of the Belgians and the Employment of Women.
J . A. Bright. Inns of Court Officers' Training Corps.
B. Pickard served as treasurer of the various relief funds which
have been started by the Mayor of Lancaster. He has also
been driving his father's car, which was placed at the disposal
of the Chief Constable, and so got into touch with the aliens
interned there.
P. S. Cadbury is helping in the relief of French non-combatants at
Fere-Champenoise. He is the third O.L. to take a share in
this work.
L. C. Rae. London Scottish.
R. Smee. Second Lieutenant, Bedfordshire Yeomanry.
E. A. Crossley. Second Lieutenant 5th Sherwood Foresters.
A. H. Crossley, Lieutenant 1st Herefordshire Regiment.
F. M. Crossley. Second Lieutenant C.L.B. Bn. K.R.R.C.
J . S. Harrison. Second Lieutenant 4th Batt. Dorset Regiment.
H. G. Saunders. H.A.C.
B. Binyon. Flight Sub-Lieutenant, R.N.A.S.

SCHOOL NOTES.
I N our last number we congratulated the School on the fact that
all were present on the opening day ; this term the pendulum
has taken a good big swing in the other direction, for we started
work with an unusually large number absent. Fortunately, the
complaints from which they were suffering were of a mild nature,
so that by mid-term practically all the desks were occupied.
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At the evening meeting on the first Sunday, it was announced
that as the War Office had requisitioned Saffron Walden School, ten
of their older hoys would be coming here for the term to continue
their preparation for the Cambridge Locals. Most of them arrived
on the following Tuesday. With them we also had the pleasure
of welcoming Mr. Hutchinson.
During the first half of the term influenza spread havoc in the
School. In all about twenty boys succumbed, and rested from
their labours for some seven or eight days. Chicken-pox also tried
to effect an entry, but failed to get more than one case, though this
necessitated the cancelling of all our football matches with Schools,
and made rather a farce of the House match, as School could
muster only nine men. Grove captain reduced his team to the
same number, and, as was expected, led it to victory. We would
congratulate both houses on bringing off the fixture under difficult
circumstances.
Pepper Lane being closed to traffic, all the material needed in the
construction of the Central Buildings has to be brought in by the
front drive. To facilitate transport a light railway has been laid
across Grove field. This railway has been a source of much enjoyment to some of our younger boys. It is said that quite high speeds
are obtainable, and that the joys of a collision are too deep for words.
On Saturday, the 6th of February, we had the pleasure of a visit
from Mr. Hind-Smith, who gave us a lecture on Dr. Barnardo and
his work. He showed us what splendid Empire-building work is
being done by the homes in sending out emigrants to the Colonies.
A large number of lantern slides added much to our enjoyment.
The new Fives Courts have proved such a great attraction that
the game is likely to become as popular as tennis. It is to be hoped
that in future years matches will be arranged with some of the
schools in the neighbourhood.
On account of the term being a short one, the " Sixes " competition was played on the " knock-out " system. Four teams took
part in the Senior games and four in the Junior. G. R. Fox was
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the captain of the winning team in the former section, and Hodgkin
in the latter.
Saturday evening seems to be the favourite time to start novelties.
Under the guidance of Mr. Unwin eight boys are commencing the
study of Zoology, while another group, gathering around Mr.
Attenborough's fire, is learning the game of Chess.
Overheard in the Matron's room : " Please could you mend this
bracer ? " Where is the other half ? " " Oh, I'm wearing it."
The School Union has presented a framed portrait of Mr. Ridges,
Headmaster from 1899 to 1910, to the School. It is at present hung
in the School House dining-room, but will doubtless, in company
with the portraits of his predecessors, ultimately find its way
to the Central Buildings.
On the 25th of January a hobby exhortation meeting was
arranged, with the object of helping new boys and others to come
to some conclusion as to what branch they intend to follow during
the year. A number of boys spoke on their favourite hobby, and
spoke so well that it must have been quite difficult for those who
have no particular bent, to decide which branch they would take up.
The meeting, as judged at the time, was interesting and successful,
but the real measure of success will we hope, be seen in a good show
of work next December.
We are glad to hear that arrangements are being made for regular
practice in Fire Drill. One of the motor fire engines from the town
paid us a visit a week or so ago, and the Headmaster had a consultation with the captain of the Brigade. We learn that the most
insidious enemy is smoke, and that the way to overcome him is to
crawl. We may expect, therefore, to see gangs of boys practising
locomotion on their hands and knees.
Robert W. Clark paid us a visit on the 4th of March, and gave us
an account of his visits to the Alien Concentration Camps. Questions were numerous, showing that a real interest was taken in those
whom the war had placed in a position of personal inconvenience
and mental stress concerning those dependent on them. We were
glad to have our opinion confirmed, that in spite of unavoidable
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difficulties at the outset, the officials were doing their utmost to make
life easy for them, and that the efforts of voluntary workers was
much appreciated.
[. E. Hodgkin (O.L.) gave a lecture to the L.H.A. Society to which
all the School were invited, on the 6th of March on " Archaeology
as a Hobby for Boys."
It was illustrated with lantern slides
made from the lecturer's photographs. / Having given a definition
of an ideal hobby, the speaker proceeded to show that Archaeology
fulfilled the conditions that he had laid down. During the evening
the suggestions made as to lines of work that boys might take up
struck us as being particularly valuable.
Those members of the School, who organised and carried out the
arrangements for the Belgian lecture deserve our congratulations
on the result achieved. The experience obtained should be of
considerable value to them later in life. We saw the long line of
sandwich-men more than once, and liked their appearance, though
we hardly agree with the onlooker who thought " they were young
Belgians in disguise." We hear that the mathematician in the
ticket office was prompt and accurate, and we can personally vouch
for the courteous behaviour of the stewards. Nor must we forget
the letters to the local press from G. Romney Fox. When the
L E I G H T O N I A N needs an advertisement manager, it will know where
to find him.
The Steeplechase was run on Saturday, 13th of March. Thirteen
faced the starter. When they left the Basingstoke road, Pollard
was leading, with Grierson close on his heels, and Wallis and King
some thirty yards behind. Half-a mile further on King had passed
Wallis, and Grierson had taken the lead. On entering the Park,
Pollard was ten yards ahead of Grierson ; the latter, however, put
on a fine spurt and won a closely contested race by six yards. King
was third, about a hundred yards behind, the same distance
separating him from Wallis who was fourth. The winner's time
was 21mins. 2 5 j sees. The afternoon was beautifully fine and the
course in good condition, there were no fields under the plough,
and a slight wind favoured the runners.
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