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V o l . V III . C H R IST M A S 1917. N o 3.

Editorial.

A nother C hristm as T e rm  has passed, leaving behind 
it little  for the chronicler to record . T he average 
work has been good, but the re  are too  m any in the  
tail o f the various Form s who fail to  take the ir due share 
in the said average—let Scouts note th is, and  ‘ buck u p ’ 
for the cred it of the ir patrols. W e have no epidem ic to  
lam ent, so that there has been every o pp ortun ity  for the 
boys to exert them selves, and  a new vent for the  energy 
which is always in them  has been found in a m ost success­
ful dram atic rep resen ta tion — the au tho r to  be in terp re ted  
being no less a genius than  Shakespeare h im se lf !

•%r T he  W ar has had an evil effect on the  pou ltry  yard, 
but, by way of com pensation  for loss o f  eggs, there has 
been an unprecedented  harvest o f apples ! T he  absence of 
m arauding bipeds may have had som eth ing  to  do  with 
this, but the result is m ainly due to the  u n tiring  care  of the 
H ead  G ardener. O ur cong ratu la tions to h im — and may 
his m ethods o f cu ltu re be equally successful in all d ep a rt­
m ents o f the S c h o o l!
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3n flDemonam.
2nd L ieut. R ussell W innicott, M.C , D evon 

R egt. T . a ttach ed  R oyal Flying C orps was killed 
in F rance  on D ecem ber 6 th, 1917 . Aged 19 years.

W e deeply regret to announce the death of Second
Lieut. Russell W innicott, M .C. who was killed in action
on D ecem ber 6 th  at the early age of 19 a fter a brilliant
career in the R oyal F lying C orps. H e  began his school
career under Miss T ub bs at M ount H ouse and rem ained
on under M r. Cox until he went to P lym outh  College, after­
w ards finishing his education  at the Leys College C am ­
bridge. In  1915 he joined the  D evon R egt. and soon 
afterw ards was transferred  to the  R .F .C . D uring several 
m onths as a scout p ilo t overseas he had many thrilling 
experiences and for one of his daring exploits he was 
aw arded the M ilitary Cross. W hen he was killed he had 
been in over 50  air fights H e  was considered an excep­
tionally good pilot and was in consequence given arduous 
work, A few days before his death  he wrote hom e very 
cheerfully saying tha t he was in the m idst of the fray, and 
giving an account o f two G erm an m achines he had brought 
down a few days previously. H e  is described  by his own 
squadron  as one o f the bravest pilots they had. H e had 
accounted  for ten  enem y m achines, and had been expected  
hom e for C hristm as, as he had been on continuous service 
at the fron t for seven m onths. H e  had not the slightest 
fear o f death  and  always cheerfully  undertook  work for 
which vo lun teers were asked, and  he died the death  o f a 
true hero.
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School Notes.

The health  of the  School has been m ost sa tisfac to ry  
d uring  the  p ast term  and neither an epedem ic, no r any 
th o u g h t of one, has trou b led  our minds from  th e  first day 
to  the last. W e much re g re t  the indisposition of o u r 
M usic M istress, M rs. Rhodes which has necessita ted  th e  
abandonm ent, until n ex t term , of th e  concert, in sp ite of 
her g a llan t efforts to  keep th e  singing  class going . W e  
a re  m uch indebted  to  Miss H o lt for help  w ith  the  piano 
lessons while M rs. R hodes w as laid up, and w ould like to  
express our w arm  thanks to  her.

I t  is th e  p leasan t duty  of th e  E d ito r to  ex tend  a 
h earty  welcom e to  Miss Sew ell on join ing our Staff, and 
w e a re  deligh ted  to  hear th a t  she has accepted  perm anen tly  
the  p ost of Senior M istress a t  th e  Red H ouse. M iss 
Sew ell’s name alone is a s tro n g  recom m endation  as in our 
ears i t  has been fo r some tim e synonom ous w ith  th e  
sp irit of keenness and en erg y  which w e have le a rn t to  
associate w ith  ev ery th in g  her b ro th e r u ndertakes, and  we 
should like to  sieze th is opportun ity  of say ing  how  g re a tly  
we appreciate the  kindness of the Rev. C. W . II. Sew ell in 
g iv ing his tim e tw ice a w eek  to  th e  teach ing  of relig ious 
know ledge in both houses.

An account is g iven  elsew here of the  v ery  successful 
Dram atic P erform ance go t up d u ring  th e  second half term  
by Miss Grlenday and Miss Phillips. The ex trem e m odesty  
of its p rom otors bad led us to expect little  in th e  w ay of 
resu lts, especially  as th e  tim e was v e ry  short, so th a t the  
final perform ance which was m ost cred itab le  to  all 
concerned, gave th e  g re a te r  p leasure. I t  is n o t the  easiest 
th ing  in the  w orld fo r juvenile  perform ance to  m ake 
Shakespeare’s p lays live on th e  s tag e , b u t the  ac to rs  th rew  
them selves into th e  five scenes chosen from  H en ry  V. h eart 
and soul, and aqu itted  them selves rem arkab ly  well. T he 
dresses too  w ere deligh tfu l and  added v ery  m uch to  
the success of the  perform ance. The sum  of £ 4  was 
realized and given to  the  S t. D unstan’s H ostel fo r Blind 
Soldiers, and £2  to  the Blue Cross Fund.
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T hrough  an o v e rs ig h t no m ention was made in the 
last issue of th e  RECO RD  of the  fact th a t  S ister B. 
W im bush R.R.C., fo r five y ears a m em ber of our Staff, 
w as in A pril last p rom oted  to  be M atron  to  th e  D urnford 
M itita ry  H ospital for Officers, P lym outh . W e hope it is 
n o t too  la te  to  offer our cong ratu la tions.

I t  has been a g re a t  p leasu re  to  receive visits this term  
from  Capt. and A d ju tan t H . W . W oolcoom be, R .E and 
his fiancee, Miss Sm ith, 2nd. L ieu t G. B. YongO, Devon 
R eg t. and 2nd. L ieut. G. S. Rees, Cheshire R eg t. now 
figh ting  in F rance. Capt. W oolcoom be’s g raphic discrip- 
tion  of th e  explosion of th e  terrific  mines a t  M essines will 
be found elsew here in this num ber.

A photo  rece ived  from  th e  Rev. C. E. de la Bfere tells 
us th a t  he is now a t  a C adet School for Officers p reparito ry  
to  rece iv ing  his commission. M r. de la Bere was ordained 
ab o u t fou r y ea rs  ago, and w as ac tin g  as his fa th e r’s cu ra te  
w hen w ar broke out. H e alm ost a t  once jo ined  the  Army 
as a s tre tch e r-b e a re r in th e  R.A.M.C. and wa* afterw ards 
w ounded. I t  seem s a long  tim e now  since M r. de la Bere 
w as w ith  us as a m aster and E d ito r of th e  R b c o r d  and it 
w ould  be a g re a t p leasure to  have fu r th e r  new s of him.

Capt. C. P aw sey  w ho w as aw arded  the M ilitary Cross 
ea rlie r  in th e  w ar has now  been given a bar to  it.

Our O sborne and D artm outh  contingen ts a re  going 
s tro n g  and seem to  bear a good  nam e all round.
G. 0 . Jo n es  is now  a C adet Captain a t  D artm outh  and has 
g o t his Soccer Colours, and cam e o u t 2nd in term  o rder 
and 1s t in Exam s.

I t  is a g re a t p leasu re  to  have new s again  of Lieut. G. 
W . A shby, 2nd Duke of C ornw all’s L igh t In fan try  who 
has been on active  serv ice for nearly  th re e  y ears now. H e 
has been on th e  Salonika F ro n t fo r some tim e and was 
m entioned in Dispatches on N ov. 28th  last. H e has 
specialized in signalling  (the  rud im ents of which he first 
learned  as a S cou t a t  M ount H ouse), and has done exceed­
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in g ly  well in recen t teats, b ringing  his men ou t top  of 
the  B rigade.

C ongratu lations to  C. W . M. Cox on w inning the 
R obert Sebag  M ontifiore Scholarship of £100  a y ear for 
fou r years a t  Balliol College Oxford from  Clifton College.

W e m ust co ng ra tu la te  J .  Y. M oggridge on w inning 
the Bantam W e ig h t Boxing M edal a t C lifton College. H e 
also d istinguished him self as an ag ricu ltu ra lis t, ac ting  
d uring  the  sum m er as r ig h t  hand man to  M ajor B elcher of 
the  A rm y Canteen Board who ran  the  Public Schools 
A gricu ltu ra l Corps this year.

J .  D. H arvey  has also shone a t  C lifton in the a g ric u l­
tu ra l line and has in addition  devo ted  th e  main p a rt of his 
holidays during  th e  past y ea r to  pa trio tic  w ork  of the 
same sort.

P lig h t Sub. L ieut. R. B. P icken, R .N . is a t  the  
Seaplane Base a t  M alta.

T. A. Lakem an was tran sfe rred  from  S an dh urst to  
W oolw ich and is sh o rtly  expecting  his commission.

M H. Y. M og grid ge  w e understand  is enjoying life 
as an appren tice  in Bellises E ng ineering  W orks a t
Birmingham.

D. Crebbin has m ade a good  s ta r t  in the Ju n io r School 
a t C lifton, p laying  R u g g er for his H ouse XV in his first term .

L ast bu t n o t least, anen t Old Boys com es th e  good  
new s th a t 0 . 0 . Jo nes  and M. J .  R im ington  have passed 
into Osborne and a re  now  C adets in H . M. N avy . They 
are  both old friends and will be m uch m issed n e x t term  
though  we hope no t to  lose s ig h t of them .

Collections this te rm  :— C hurch of E ng land  W aifs 
and S trays Society £  U niversities M ission to  C entral
A frica £ 1 9  2 The Blue Cross F un d  £ 2  0 0 The St. 
D unstan’s H ostel for B linded Soldiers £ 4  0 0.
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F ootball C olours g iven  th is  t e r m : J . M. C hilcott, 
E. L. Spooner-L illingston.

W inners in  S cout P a tro l Com petition th is t e r m ; 
“ O tte rs .” P a tro l L eader N F . P icken.

The School W a r Savings A ssociation has continued to  
flourish d u rin g  th e  te rm . I t  num bers 84 m em bers who 
betw een  them  have m anaged to  pay in d uring  the  term  the 
sum of £16  17 6 . T w en ty  one certificates have been 
a llo tted  and th e  A ssociation has 24 in hand w aiting  to  be 
claim ed w hen m em bers re tu rn  from  th e  Christm as holidays 
to  p o u r— it is hoped— a la rg e  p roportion  of th e ir  Christm as 
tips in to  th e  N ational W a r C hest! Som e m em bers have 
been keen in the ir in te re s t and re g u la r  in the ir paym ents, 
and this has been especially  th e  case am ongst the  Red 
H ouse boys. B u t also th e re  have been several members 
in th e  U pper School w ho have done little  o r even nothing 
to  help  d uring  th e  whole te rm  ! I t  is much hoped th a t  they  
will rem em ber th a t  * every  little  helps ’ and th a t every  
English boy w ho cares fo r his C oun try  o u g h t to  be proud 
to  1 do his b it ’ and g lad  to  do it  too  in this w ay th ro ug h  his 
School Association.

In  spite o f th e  wish on the p art of those in authority  
th a t a m usical spirit should  be fostered  and encouraged in 
the  School it has no t been possible for m uch progress to  
be m ade with the  singing class during  the  past term .

O ne sm all effort is however worthy of note. I t  was 
the  rendering  of a tuneful little  cantata, a setting  of L on g ­
fellow ’s poem  “ Vogelweid the  M inn esing er” for sopranos 
and  altcs.

T h ro ug ho u t the  sum m er term , when no singing classes 
can be held owing to the boys’ leisure tim e being given to 
cricket and out door occupations, strains— som etim es but 
no t always s w e e t!— m ight have been heard  floating from a 
room  in the R ed  H ouse at an hour on Sundays when most 
o f  us w ere enjoy ing  our w ell-earned idleness.

T h e  said strains p roceeded  from  a sm all num ber of 
boys who w ere keen enough to com e together for volo«w<ary 
p ractices ; and the result was the  singing of the Vogelweid
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which gave real pleasure to the small audience tha t heard  
it. M oreover such keenness augurs well for the  work 
which the singing class hopes to  accom plish in the com ing 
Spring Term . W hen we look forward with great pleasure 
to our annual concert at the  Prize-giving— which it is 
hoped will take place at half-term —instead  of lastD ecem ber.

Following the custom  of recent years, on D ecem ber 6 th 
the best team  of R ed  H ouse m easured  the ir strength  against 
the worst (approxim ately) o f M ount H ouse, who were very 
anxious to  prove them selves u nd erra ted  as such. T he 
ground was very greasy after a m orning’s frost, but the  
game was con tested  at a good pace and with p lenty  of 
vigour throughout. On the run of the play a draw  would 
have been the  m ost satisfactory  result, bu t M ount H ouse 
actually won by the  only goal o f th e  m atch which was 
obtained from a regular scrim m age ju s t before half-tim e, 
the  ball being pu t through  accidentally  by one o f the ir 
opponents. As usual there was little com bination  in either 
team , and though the R ed  H ouse team  kept to  their places 
well they have hardly learn t yet to “  m ove with th e  ball ”  ; 
many attack ing  chances were lost th rough  a failure on the 
p art o f the backs to  support the advance of the ir forwards, 
while most o f the forw ards were inc lined  to propel the ball 
forward to the lim it of the ir strength  and  then  to  stand  
and watch it. T h e  M ount H ouse forw ards (and  backs ! ) 
on the  o ther hand  when they got the ball, showed no inc li­
nation to part with it. For the  losers, who displayed great 
pluck against the ir heavier foes, V osper, M oon ii, Rowse 
and L eeper showed up best, and for the o thers H osken  and 
Brown worked very hard. N either side had  any idea o f 
the  righ t offensive or defensive tactics when the  ball was 
being throw n in from touch.

W e are  g lad  to  be able to  give new s of M r. H . E. 
S tew art who le ft M ount H ouse  a t  C hristm as 1915 to  go 
o u t to  S. Africa. H e re tu rn ed  as a p riva te  in the  R.A.M.C. 
S. A frican C ontingent th e  follow ing year, and served  a t  
the F ro n t for som etim e. H is papers for an In fa n try  Com­
mission had ju s t gone th ro u g h  w hen he was severely  
w ounded on April 12th and was invalided hom e which has
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postponed the Commission until he can again be placed in 
Class A. W e wish him a speedy recovery  and the b est of 
luck, and hope th a t  if he finds him self in th e  w est he will 
come and see us again.

M r. Cox’s b irth day , fell on a Sunday this y e a r  so cele­
b rations w ere postponed until M onday, IS th  N ovem ber. 
W e fear th a t  th e  old tim e genuine b irthday  tea  m ust aw ait 
th e  re tu rn  of the  palm y days of peace, and though p lenty  
p revailed , luxury  w as absen t from  the f e a s t ! A fterw ards 
how ever fo r th re e  hours th e  fun as usual w axed fast and 
furious. A fter a com petition gam e of 1 Dutch Chumps ’ the 
house was th ro w n  open fo r th e  gam e of “ hidden treasu re  ” 
w hich proved  a g re a t  success, and ce rta in ly  caused the 
p layers to  tak e  p len ty  of exercise. A fte rw ard s  a round o r 
tw o  of hide and seek b ro u g h t the  festiv ities to  an end.
R a i n f a l l — O ctober, 1917 4.195 inches

A verage fo r O ctober 3.66 ,,
R ainy  Days O ctober, 1917 27

,, „ av erag e  17
N ovem ber, 1917 1.98S inches

A verage  fo r N ovem ber 3.38 ,,
Rainy Days N ovem ber 22

„ „ av erag e  18
R ecord  Rainfall for one day for

th e  te rm  .6  inch
M ount House School Song

L et us ham m er ou t and fashion in th e  fire 
An ev e r-g ro w in g  chain w ith  endless links :
A nd th a t  none m ay th ink  to  seek 
F o r a single place th a t’s weak,
L e t us tig h ten  up and stra igh ten  o u t the  kinks.
R em em ber’d be the m o tto  of M ount H ouse !
I t  has n o u g h t to  do w ith  indolence and sloth,
W ith  the  th in g  th a t’s m erely  flabby,
W ith  th e  th in g  th a t ’s m ean or shabby,
W ith  th e  crooked  th in g  th a t  saps the  s tren g th  and 

g ro w th .
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Each one of us shall learn to  do his b it,
And the  b it shall be the g iv ing  of his best,
And w hosoever knows him 
Shall recognize ‘ U t Prosim  ’
As the never-fa iling  source of all his zest.
T he seed is ever falling  on new  g round  
W ith  the prom ise of a h arves t rich and full.
W hen once m ore the tim e is ripe 
May we all prove tru e  to  type,
T he typ e  of all th a t’s tru e s t  in our School.
Then fetch  the  g low ing  m etal from  the  fo rg e  I 
L e t us lengthen  ou t and stren g th en  o u t our chain L 
F o r it  cannot be too  long,
And it  cannot be too  s trong ,
So th a t every  single link m ay stan d  the  strain .

A.H .M .C.

Scouting.

Exclusive of Officers, th e  s tre n g th  of the  2nd P lym ou th  
T roop is 38. This m ust be reg a rd e d  as ab ou t ou r norm al 
num ber ; for, a p a rt from  the  few  in th e  Upper School who, 
for various home reasons, do no t don the  uniform , th e  
small m argin  of boys still available are  m ore e ag e r than 
qualified to  join, and we a re  unw illing  to  re c ru it a t  too  
early  an age. No S cout has ever y e t, to  our know ledge, 
wearied of his duties, and th e re  is every  reason to  hope 
th a t the real sp irit of the  m ovem ent is g ro w ing  in m any a 
noble though  you th fu l b reast, i f  not, the  beau ty  of the  
whole th ing  is lost.

I t  takes m ore than  the  o rd inary  span of life for a keen 
Schoolm aster to  overcom e the  hab it of expecting  too  much 
of a small boy ; bu t an S M. is bound to  have infinite faith  
in the  possibilities of ev ery  S cout adm itted , and m ust 
help him to  a high ideal by every  m eans in his pow er. So 
we proceed from  one term  to  another, w ith here  and th e re  
a fresh step  to  a h igher level, believing alw ays th a t when



10 MOUNT HOUSE RECORD.

th e  tim e comes fo r a m em ber of the T roop  to  move on, he 
is all th e  b e tte r— tru e r , steadier, m ore u sefu l— for having 
been one of us. May w e never find ourselves mistaken.

A t th e  firs t w eekly  m eeting  votes w ere  taken, accord ­
ing  to  custom , for th e  election  of P a tro l Leaders, w ith the 
fo llow ing  r e s u l t :— P rice  (Jackals), R im ington (Owls), 
Jo nes  (K angaroos), P icken i (O tters), the  seconds appointed 
being  Chilcott, M acpherson i, M acpherson ii, and C arroll. 
A new  P a tro l, th e  H aw ks, was a fte rw ard s form ed, and the 
leadership  has been divided betw een C hilcott and Radford; 
b u t th e  p ast te rm  m ust be reg ard ed  as only a prelim inary 
one fo r it, I t  has y e t to  be re g u la rly  constitu ted , and 
proved.

The m arches d u ring  the te rm  have m ainly been to  
fam iliar spots ; bu t one of ou r happiest hun ting  grounds, 
alas, is lost to  us, for the  g a te  of W oodlands is closed even 
to  Scouts, and kep t fo r m ilitary  purposes. W e found o u r­
selves in a new  reg ion  on one occasion, as i t  w ere, by 
m istake ; for, having  proceeded  to  M utley  S tation  fo r a 
tr ip  to  T am erton  Folio t, we found th a t a change in the 
tim etab le  had ju s t  been made, and our tra in  had gone. So 
we w en t a t a v en tu re  to  E lburton  Cross, which was no t 
an a ttra c tiv e  spot, and involved a long and w eary  m arch 
home. Y e t w hat m a tte rs  to  a S oo u t?  W e sm iled and 
w histled , and w ere no t dow nhearted .

On Oct. 29th  we took  p a rt in a G rand P arade  on the 
H oe, w hen th e  Duke of C onnaught inspected  a  v ery  large 
m uster of Ju ven ile  O rganisations, including  a B attalion  of 
Scouts. As on th e  last occasion when we figured  there, 
th e  w ea ther p roved  unkind, and a boisterous, b iting  wind, 
which m ade it  very  difficult to  hear com m ands and to  keep 
a broad-brim m ed h a t in th e  place w here a h a t o u g h t to  be, 
som ew hat m arred  the  genera l effect. B u t on th e  whole 
th e  cerem ony was successfully  earried  out, and we w ere 
g lad  to  do honour to  our R oyal P resident. I t  seems 
unlikely  th a t  th is b ig  occasion w as intended  to  take the 
p lace of th e  annual T roop  Inspection, b u t w e have no t y e t 
had th e  custom ary  v isit from  th e  D istric t Commissioner.

U nder th e  leadership  of th e  assistan t S.M., good col­
lections of chestnu ts and acorns w ere made fo r the  pow ers 
th a t  be.
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N ew ly  adm itted  during  th e  te rm  w ere— V aughan- 
Jackson, M acnaghten  i, Lanyon i i ; and Jones, R im ington, 
Aikman and D’A rcy have now  left, w ith all good wishes 
from  the ir com rades.

The In te r-p a tro l Com petition must be reg arded  as the 
m ost im portan t item  in th e  p resen t rep ort. I t  continues 
to  increase in vigour, and is beginning  to  pervade the  ideas 
of the  School. I t  has depended m ore this tim e upon the 
actual w ork  in th e  class room , and th e  tru th , we believe, 
is being g rasped  by every  boy th a t, if his “ Be p repared  ” 
m otto  is to  apply  to  his ow n fu tu re , he m ust p u t “ go” into 
his daily  tasks like a tru e  Scout. I f  the  T roop  is w orth  
anyth ing , i t  will a sse rt itse lf m ore and m ore in th is m atte r, 
which is one th a t those in ch arge  have v e ry  much a t  h eart. 
T here have been ups and dow ns in th e  sco ring  to  the  last 
week, th e  u ltim ate  figures being :—

O tters 350 Owls 845£ Jac k a ls  293
K angaroos 248£ H aw ks 230

Picken i and his P a tro l have led d u ring  the  g re a te r  
p a rt of the term , and m ust be co n g ra tu la ted  upon the ir 
final trium ph ; w hile the  Owls deserve all p raise fo r their 
m agnificent sp u rt a t  the  finish. W . M. R h o d e s , S .M .

An Old Boy at Messines. 

M idsum m er 1917.
W e had p len ty  to  do w ith  th e  M essines show  th o ’ a t 

th a t tim e I  was of course w ith m y com pany, now  I  have 
left them , a ltho ’ th ey  are  still qu ite  close.

F o r abou t th re e  w eeks before th e  M essines show  we 
w ere w orking on fo rw ard  W ate r Supply  i.e. taking w ate r up 
to  the  trenches in pipes. W e w orked  m ostly  a t  n ig h t and by 
the  tim e we had finished our pipe line m ust have been abou t 
four miles long. The w a te r  w as o rig inally  pum ped from  
a lake and our line supplied th ree  tanks a lto g e th e r  a t 
different points on tfie line. F o r th e  first w eek o r so th ings 
w ere very  qu ie t indeed and w e h ard ly  heard  anyth ing  
excep t our ow n guns. The w ea th er w as also v ery  kind,
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m ost n ig h ts  being fine and w arm . Some w ere alm ost as 
b rig h t as day ow ing  to  a full moon, which made things 
ra th e r  unpleasan t as th e  ‘ Boche ’ could see us m oving about. 
G radually  th in gs g o t m ore lively  until W h it Sunday night, 
w hen he rea lly  s ta rted  being  nasty . I shall never forget 
th a t n ight. F rom  th is point onw ards until th e  ‘ show ’ was 
over he was very  active  every  n igh t, shelling th e  roads and 
tren ches we had to  go  over and also occasionally the  
com m unication trench  w e had to  use. Then a t  2 a.m. o r
3 a.m. when w e w an ted  to  come home he w ould s ta r t  
shelling  us w ith  gas shells. H e w as as reg u la r as clock­
w ork and alw ays p u t them  in the  same place, so th a t we 
m anaged to  avoid them  a lrig h t. A bout this tim e he did a 
lo t of dam age to  our tra n sp o rt going up every  night. 
H ow ever it  was no th ing  to  w hat he him self was 
go ing  th ro ’, as I  b e l i e v e  he couldn’t  g e t his 
tra n sp o rt up a t  all, ow ing to  our shelling , w ith the 
re su lt  th a t  his men w ere starv ing. On the  n ig h t of the 
‘ show  ’ itse lf we a u g h tn ’t  to  have been w orking  a t all, as a 
m a tte r of fact, b u t th e  w hole th in g  w as kep t so dark  th a t 
none knew  definitely  th a t  i t  w as com ing off. At 3 a.m, it 
s ta rted . I w as in a splendid position to  see and feel the  
mines go  up. I ac tu a lly  saw the  la rg es t one of the lo t go 
up, and then  you  never heard  such a noise in y ou r life, 
every  gun  in th e  co un try  seem ed to  be firing a t M achine 
Gun speed. The G erm an rep ly  was very  weak. I t  was a 
m arvelous s ig h t to  see all o u r  guns firing as w e passed 
them  go ing  home. G uns seem ed to  have sp rung  up ou t of 
the  g ro un d  like m ushroom s d uring  the  n ight. I ’m sure 
they  w eren ’t  the re  a few  hours before And then to  see 
th e  ground  we took. I  can’t  understand  how it  was done 
even now . The G erm ans had a splendid position on the 
top  of a ridge w here they  could  see ev ery th ing  we w ere 
do ing  dow n below , and y e t  we pushed them  off i t  in few 
hours and they  m ade p rac tica lly  no a tte m t to  g e t it back 
again. W hy they allow ed us to  stop  w here we 
w ere for tw o  y ears in com parative peace, I don’t  know, 
and now th e  sam e thing is being done again fu rth e r  north  
only th e  w ea ther has tem porarily  stopped ev ery th ing .

H .W .W .
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Shakespeare on our Stage.

T here is n o th ing  like a  d ram atic  effort to focus interest, 
and the  end of term  was enlivened by  one w hich scored a 
notab le success T he su b jec t showed no w ant of am bition , 
for Shakespeare h im self was ch o se n ; and the  w onder was 
how the  S ixth  F orm  would acqu it them selves, and to w hat 
ex ten t the  m oving sp irits  in  the  background  would 
succeed, a t very short notice, and  ap pa ren tly  in a casual k ind 
of way, in  p u ttin g  scenes from  H en ry  V. upon th e  stage. 
I t  is by no m eans our purpose to criticise th e  perform ance 
from  a lofty  point of view. W e were a t first only concerned 
to th in k  w hether or not enjoym ent would be provided for our 
audience. T here was no form ality  w hatever beforehand, 
and  no one beyond the household  and  th e  p aren ts  of the 
day-boys tak in g  p a rt was apprised  of th e  da te  fixed, which 
w as S aturday , Nov. 24,

I t  is no easy task  to cast a form  num b ering  seventeen 
for p articu lar scenes ; b u t th is appears to have been  a 
sm all m a tte r in  th e  eyes of th e  S tage  M anager, who, w ith  
h er sk ilfu l and hardw o rk in g  assistants, proved equal to 
m uch g rea ter difficulties. T here  h ad  been  no D ress 
R ehearsal, and, th is  be ing  so, i t  was only to be supposed 
th a t  the  nervousness of unaccustom ed perform ers w ould 
m ake itself eviden t in  the  u sual m a n n er—some aw kw ard ­
ness of posture, rap id  u tte rance  regard less of th e  fact th a t 
all the  listeners d id  no t know  every w ord by  h eart, and  a 
w ant of easy anim ation . B n t the  costum es and  th e  general 
use of ‘ p roperty  ’ was beyond a ll p ra ise , w hile th e  
necessary changes betw een th e  scenes w ere q u ie tly  and 
expeditiously carried  out. I t  was a t once decided th a t  a 
second rep resen tation  should  be g iven  on th e  follow ing 
Saturday.

The im provem ent a t all points on th is  second occasion 
was imm ense, and the  la rge ly  increased audience w ere 
delighted  w ith  w hat they saw and  heard .

The parts were all tho rough ly  well m astered , and were 
well spoken out, th o u g h  th e  u tte rance  was still som ew hat 
too fast, and no t sufficiently given, as a  rule, to the audience. 
I t  was noticed th a t P is to l partook  less freely  of the  raw  
leek on th is occasion th an  on th e  first, w hen we believe



14 MOUNT HOUSE RECORD.

th a t he  really  sw allow ed m ore th a n  was good for him  ! All 
d id  well, from  H en ry  to th e  Boy, and  the  only fem ale 
character could hard ly  fa il to rise to the  inspiration  of her 
•ostum e. T here  was a refresh ing  boyishness abou t some 
little  points the little  point, fo r instance, of W illiam s’ 
sword, which was repeated ly  progged  into F lue llen ’s ribs 
in th e  h ea t of a rg u m e n t! B u t th e  perform ance was all 
th e  b e tte r  for a little  excess of zeal. B oth  the  producers, 
w ith  M iss G lenday a t th e ir  head, and the perform ers more 
th an  deserved the  applause which greeted  them  a t the  finish.

Collections w ere m ade in  the audito rium  by some of the 
C haracters in costum e, w hich realised a sum  of £ 6  for 
W a r  C harities.

T he follow ing was the  fu ll Cast
K in g  H en ry  V . . . .L a m p a r d  W illiam s............... R im ington
E rp in g h a m ............. B row nlow B a rd o lf .. .................A ikm an
E x e te r ............................D u han  i N y m .............................. Chilcott
G loucester.......................C lark  i P i s to l .................................Jones
F lu e lle n ............M acpherson ii B o y ................. M acpherson i
G ow er.............................. B aily  i  E ng lish  H e ra ld . . . .  B aily  ii
C o u r t ............................. P icken  i F rench  H e r a ld . . .  .R adfo rd
B a te s .. .S pooner-L illingstone H c s te s s ...........................P rice

On Barbers.
I

T he  barber’s is a very necessary place, bu t it is most 
tryiug. Ju s t when you want to  go ou t to tea, you rem em ber 
your hair is too  long, so you m arch off to the barber’s. In 
you go, and generally  find the  place packed. You sit down 
and  find an o ld  “ B ystander. ” W hen you have finished 
looking through  it, you turn  to look a t the people. A very 
fierce old colonel w ho has not too m uch hair, a poetical 
m an who has long curly hair, and perhaps a schoolboy 
m unching  sweets. Y ou then look at the barber himself, a 
m oderately  tall man with a dark suit on and his hair curled 
at the front. I f  you are observant you may notice tha t the 
barber has different conversation  for every person. For 
the  o ld  colonel he th inks the  arm y is going to the dogs; 
“  it w ants som ebody with som e ginger in him to take things
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over. ” T o  the poetical m an, after having carefully  found 
out his nam e, he says he has always adm ired  his poetry. 
W hen he has gone and the schoolboy m ounts the chair, he 
does not talk quite so m uch, but quite agrees with him th a t 
the holidays are g e tting  m uch too  short. T h e  b a rb e r’s 
assistant hardly  talks at all. H e  is a very tim id  looking man. 
W hen your tu rn  com es, you walk up and m oun t the chair 
qu ite  bravely, bu t when the barber begins to  stuff co tton  
wool down your neck your courage begins to  m elt. A bout 
half way through the business a piece of hair se ttles on your 
n o se ; you do not like to call his a tten tion  to  it, and as you 
yourself cannot touch it, it has to  rem ain. W hen the 
actual cu ttin g  is done, the barber pulls out the  co tton  wool 
and blows violently down your neck, * which is m ost 
uncom fortable. You get down, and having put on your hat 
and coat depart. T his is the way with land-barbers.

W hen you com e to the sea-barbers, it is very nice. I 
know once I was com pelled to stay on board, and as there 
was going to  be a d inner party tha t n ight and my hair was 
very long I  had it done on board. I w atched the  m en 
having theirs done. T he  barber and his assistant d id  not 
have any of the paten t tools which the “ lan d lub b er ” has.

H e did it extremely quickly and well. H e  hardly  talked 
at a ll;  he left tha t to his assistant, who seem ed to do  
nothing else. W hen my turn  cam e, I was surprised how 
quickly he d id  i t ;  but he d id  do it very short and at the 
d inner party  they all thought I was an escaped convict.

But one word o f advice to  the younger generation, 
A barber may be very polite and ju s t talk about things 
which in terest you ; but do not trust him.

* I  hear that parliament has passed an act to stop this.
J. W. H . c.

I I .
A M oorish h a ircu tte r’s hu t is m ade of four poles 

covered with goatskins. I t  is very d irty  and shabby, as he 
is much too lazy to get it clean. H e uses m uch the sam e 
im plem ents as the  E nglish  haircu tter, bu t not half so clean 
— such as the  clippers and pair o f scissors— and  he wears 
the  garb of people in the O ld T estam en t. H e always clips



everyone’s hair very short, because only grand people have 
long or com paratively  long  hair. H e generally charges 
from one to  two pesetas (a peseta is equal to  tenpence in 
E nglish m oney), or som etim es when he is hard  up, he will 
charge m ore. W hen he has no custom ers, he squats down 
in fron t of his hu t till a cu stom er com es along ; then he 
gets up and does him. H e does not live in his hut, but he 
com es there  every day. H e  does not do all the work h im ­
self, bu t he has an assistant who clears up all the hair after 
a custom er has gone ; the assistant also does the cooking 
o f the h a ircu tte r’s d inners and does all the  d irty  work. 
T h e  ha ircu tte rs always have their huts near a public build ­
ing, or near the m ost frequen ted  places in the town, 
because they have m ore of a chance to get custom ers and 
they  also like to  be near the m arket places. At one town 
in M orocco the m ost d istinguished  haircu tters can speak 
English, and som e o f them  can speak Spanish and French. 
T hey  are easily the best arguers going, and they sometimes 
have q u ite  a fight about the  price as they are very quick­
tem pered  people. Only the  good haircu tters can cu t hair 
decen tly , as m ost o f the sm aller ones cannot use the 
clippers properly , and of course they pull out the hair 
m ore than clip  it. Some o f th e  m ost wealthy haircutters 
are no t only haircu tters. but they keep sheep  and goats 
and own a lot o f ground.

E .A .F .M .
The Song of the Mouse.

[T he  w rite r of these lines explains to  us th a t they  
cam e to  him in a dream , when he appeared  to  be in the  
neighbourhood  of th e  Dining Room piano, and, hearing  a 
fa in t noise, he w en t close and listened. W h a t he heard  
m ade such an im pression on him th a t he rem em bered every  
w ord. The m a tte r  is m ysterious, bu t seem s to  be in some 
w ay connected  w ith th e  noise from  th e  Dining Room which 
has recen tly  been noticed  a t  a la te  hour. E d.]

I ’m a jo lly  old m ouse in a fine b ig  house,
W h e re  th e re ’s room  for m any a score ;

M y life you  will see is d e ligh tfu lly  free,
And I know  every  inch of the  floor.

l 6  MOUNT H OUSE RECORD.
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W hen I go  for a ru n  th e re  is p len ty  of fun,

F o r th e  enem y’s alw ays a b o u t ;
There are he’s and she’s, b u t I care  n o t fo r these,

I am alw ays aw ake, like a Scout.
M y life i t  is good, th e re  is p len ty  of food 

J u s t  over the  w ay, under P o lly  ;
T hat w onderful b ird  you  doubtless have heard  

W astes her food— which is sad, bu t i t ’s jolly .
M y life i t  is free, y e t  ’tw as fa ted  to  be 

T ha t w e cannot be free  from  so rrow  ;
W hen a hun ting  w e go we v e ry  well know  

T hat fo r some th e re ’ll be no tom orrow .
W hen M r.— ahem — we will call him H .M .,

And the  re s t of the  people th a t hate  us,
H ave arranged  all the ir poles and tab leclo th  rolls 

And o ther p rofuse apparatus,
I am ready  w ithin, and I don’t  ca re  a pin,

I ’ve g o t qu ite  th e  h e a rt of a hero  ;
The foe 1 defy, and am ready  to  die,

Or escape if I can, w ith  a Cheer 0 !
I rem em ber how  one day  w hen M iss— w e’ll say  “ M onday ” 

Came up, on her own, w ith  a friend ;
One big one w as done, b u t the  re s t had some fun,

And danced and made faces no end.
W hen th e  ba ttle  begins it’s th e  b est m an th a t  wins,

W e all know  the w ays of i t  now  ;
All the tim es I ’ve been in P ve  g o t o u t w ith  my skin, 

T hough I don’t  a lto g e th e r  know  how .
One day w hen Miss Squeak w as supporting , and eke 

Miss Flips was aw ay  in th e  offing,
W ith  a sw oop and a h a lf—Oh, how  I  did laugh,

I th o u g h t I  should perish of coughing  !—
H.M . lunged  a t  me ; b u t then, don’t  you  see,

I was up to  his dodges, no fea r ;
I jum ped in th e  air, and the  pole landed fair 

On th e  shin of a friend  w ho was n ear 1
I freshen my pow ers in d a y lig h t hours 

F o r fu rth e r  adven tu res by n igh t,
Like a sto u t-hearted  B riton  th e  foem en to  sit on,

And win in the  end ag ain st M ight.
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I g ive m y spare  tim e, to  th e  study  of rhym e 
In  an e leg an t up -to -d a te  m anner,

And run  up a scale w ith  th e  tip  of my tail 
In  my beau tifu l hom e, th e  ‘ p ianner.’

I ’m by  n a tu re  no fool, and I  live in a School 
W h e re  th e  aim is im provem ent of mind,

A nd a brain, I  opine, b e tte r  sharpened than  mine 
W ould  perhaps n o t be easy to  find ;

So m ark  th a t, a lthough  th e re  are  m any laid low,
To th e  num ber of fifty  and five,

Y et the  re s t of us will make a figh t of i t  still,
F o r the  leader y e t  lives— I ’m alive !

B ut I ’m not all defiance— I still have reliance 
T h a t sh o rtly  our w rongs will be mended,

T h a t th e  b a ttle s  will cease, and th e  blessings of peace 
W ill re ign  w hen the  s tru g g le  is ended.

W e can live and le t live, if we each of us give 
Our minds to  the  peace of the  H ouse,

A nd we claim on our side th a t w e’ve honestly  tried  
To show  w hat th e re  is in a M ouse !

B ird Life in our Grounds 1916.
( Continued).

N u th a tc h .  S pring  notes began  before the  end of 
Ja n u a ry  and  the b irds w ere continually  about. W hen  the 
n esting  season began  it was a o t a t first a t  all clear which 
box they  would select, b u t 011 M arch 28th they were very 
busy  a t box  10 in  the field. On A pril 29th I  inspected the 
box, the  lid of which was p lastered  down, as usual, with 
m ud, b u t th e re  w ere no eggs as yet. On M ay 7th  the b ird  
was s ittin g  and refused  to  come off. By May 15th, ju d g in g  
by  the  behaviour of the parents, the  young  were hatched; 
and th e  nex t day I  exam ined them  and found five very tiny 
g ap ing  nestlings ; the lid had  not been re-plastered . Alas ! 
S ix days la te r the  nest was robbed—I  fancy by  some young 
hooligans whom I  had  previously cau g h t on the  wall near 
by . D u rin g  a ll the  rest of the year the b irds p u t in  only 
very  occasional visits.
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P i e d  W a g t a il . One or two began  to appear in th e  

last few days of F eb ru ary . On M ay 16th, a m ale b ird  was 
seen catching insects in the  field and carry ing  them  over to 
a nest in  Mr. F o x ’s quarry , as happened  the previous year. 
T he graceful ag ility  of these dain ty  b ird s is alw ays a 
deligh t to w a tc h ; on these occasions they seem to find 
abundance of insects a few inches above the  g rass and 
generally  snap them  up  in short quick  d arts  w ithout hav ing  to 
move the ir w in g s ; a dozen or two being  collected and held 
securely in the  bill while o thers a re  added. On M ay 30th 
a  young  one was in  the  field. On Oct. 21st, I  noticed two 
very busily  feed ing  along th e  g u tte rs  of M ount H ouse roof.

P h e a s a n t . Seen and h ea rd  m ore or less all the year. 
I n  M arch I  w atched a  hen go to  roost in a favourite  spruce 
in M ount View and in  October a  cock was using  it for the 
sam e purpose. On M ay 16th I  saw  a fine cock being  
chased abou t in R ow den fields by some lam bs !

R a v e n . I  noted  no R avens except in the  au tum n . Of 
seven entries four refer to the last week in  Septem ber. 
Once I  saw four together croak ing  loudly and  fig h tin g —or 
possibly p lay ing  ; indeed over an  E gg bu ck land  wood in  the  
sam e week I  saw no few er than  eig h t b ehav ing  in  the sam e 
way, b u t alw ays going  for each o ther in  pairs. N o th ing  
definite could be g a thered  from  the  d irection  of the  flight, 
which varied very m uch.

T a w n y  O w l . C ontinually  to be heard  and  seen (if 
looked for). D isappointed  me by no t occupying the box 
provided in  the cedar, though  its a ttrac tions w ere evidently  
seriously considered. On A pril 29th I  saw an  owl fly 
s tra ig h t to the  box a t 7-30 p.m ., closely followed by a second, 
b u t a  m inute or two la te r both  flew off. T h e  nex t n ig h t at 
th e  sam e hou r an owl flew out of the  box —w h ic h  was 
how ever oventuallj’ resigned  to starlings.

R o b in . On Feb . 19th I  observed from  the  d raw ing ­
room window some in te re s tin g  courtsh ip  actions on the  
terrace outside. No. 1 was s ing ing  very  excitedly with 
head and ta il d raw n up  like a  ta u t bow ; No. 2 ( ? fem ale) 
was behaving  in  ju s t  the  sam e way b u t, I  think, not 
singing. I  took it as the  overtu re  of battle , w hen a th ird  
suddenly in tervened  in  the  sam e a ttitu d e  again , and  he and 
No. 1 d isappeared. A m om ent la te r N o. 2 was rejo ined by 
e ithe r No. 1 (or No 3) s ing ing  in  an  im passioned way w ith
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body slowly sw aying  from  side to  side. No. 2 received the 
serenade facing  him  ab ou t two feet away, b u t  directly  he 
re tired  she had a  b a th  in a pool of w ater in a m ost m a tte r 
of fact way. On F eb . 29th  I  noticed new arriva ls, and  saw 
th ree  rob ins feed ing  tog ethe r q u ite  am icably w ith in  one 
sq uare  yard . A p articu larly  tam e robin  which was 
constantly  in th e  k itchen  a t the  b eg in n in g  of Marcii was 
cau g h t in  a 1 b reak-back  ’ m ousetrap  and  dam aged its wing 
too m uch to fly. E ven  then  it  cam e back and  followed 
cook ev e ry w h ere ; for fea r of accidents it was p u t in 
hosp ita l a t  th e  bottom  of the  field, b u t was let out by 
m istake and  d isappeared. I  had  notes of n ine d ifferent 
nests, of which th ree  belonged  to one p a ir  of rob ins and  two 
to ano ther pair. T he dates and  th e  nearness of the  nests to ­
g e th e r le ft little  dou b t on th is  point. T he behaviour of the 
first p a ir was extrem ely  puzzling  ; m any b ird s besides w rens 
m ake ex tra  nests,fin ished or unfin ished ,and  appear to change 
th e ir  m inds m ore th a n  once ab ou t using  or deserting  a 
p a rtic u la r n e s t ; I  have know n m yself m any instances of a 
nest be ing  com pleted and  ap paren tly  deserted  for weeks 
and then  used afte r all. On M arch 7 th  I  found  the first 
nest (A) ju s t  begun  in a  tin  placed specially for i t  in the 
cypress by th e  R ed  H ouse. On M arch 17th the re  was less 
m a te ria l in  A and  I  found a second half-fin ished nest (B) in 
a yew  close by. M arch  19th B  was finished. M arch 2 0 th, 
on  rev isiting  A in  the  evening I  saw a  rob in  fly ou t in  
g re a t excitem en t; th e  nest s till as on M arch 17th. On 
M arch 22nd m ateria l was be ing  added to A. On M arch 
28rd m a te ria l was be ing  removed ag a in  from  A, and  B 
contained 1 egg. On M arch 26th  m ate ria l all gone from  A. 
M arch 29th 3 eggs in  B , b u t appearing  deserted . On 
M arch 30th m ate ria l was re-a/ppearing in A. A pril 1st no 
a ltera tion  to  A. A pril 2 nd A emptied aga in  ! A completed 
M ay ; 2 nd 3 eggs in it. T hese were eventually  hatched  and 
th e  young  fledged by M ay 28th. On Ju n e  3rd  a  th ird  nest 
nearly  finished was found , belonging  to the  sam e pair, also 
in  a  tin  provided ; by  Ju n e  8 th  th e  b ird  was s ittin g  already 
on 4 eggs. These were hatched  b u t cam e to g rie f about
J u n e  30th. T he sam e fa te  (verdict ‘ m urder by  cat 
unknow n ’) overtook a  brood in a tin  beh ind  th e  stab le—a 
trag edy  th is  p a rtic u la r nest has know n th ree  times. 
A nother inh ab ited  tin  was u n d er the  stage  of th e  gym.,
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where a  dead robin was picked up  ju s t b eneath  it; the  survivor 
found a  new m ate and was re-v isiting  the nest three weeks 
later, b u t eventually  deserted  it. On M ay 9th  I  found 
another nest w ith five eggs, which were hatched soon after 
and flew successfu lly ; on M ay 28th  a second nest was 
begun by the sam e b ird s in the ivy-covered cedar. This 
was so perilously low th a t i t  was a  certa in  prey  for cats ; so 
I  experim ented w ith protective arm our, and lashed over the 
nest an old bath  with a b ig  hole in it. I t  is satisfactory  
to record th a t the  b u ild ing  continued w ithout hesitation , 
and a second brood of th ree  nestlings le ft the nest on 
Ju n e  30th. Two o ther la te  nests I  found be ing  built, 
which were never finished.

W o o d  W a r b l e r . B eing  on th e  look out for the 
re tu rn  of these d e lig h tfu l w oodland birds, I  was surprised  
to h ear two of them  sing ing  all day long in W hite fo rd  
woods as early  as M ay 3rd ; b u t I  d id  not h ear them  again , 
and they evidently  passed on in  th e ir  m ig ration .

S w a l l o w . A fter th e ir  b ehav iou r in  the  last y ear or 
two it  seemed h igh ly  p robable th a t 1916 would see swallow's 
established in  th e  gym .,and  so it  proved. F am ilia r as 
these b irds are, they  will repay  w atohing,and the  follow ing 
ra th e r fu ll notes m ig h t very easily  be am plified. A fter 
flying round for th ree  or fou r days the  swallows began  to 
go in and out of the  gym ., one w ith m ateria l. I  was 
su rprised  to find on several occasions th a t when m ud was 
used, i t  was not collected from  th e  convenient m oist patch  
below the ra in -w ate r tank , b u t from  a  h a rd  b a re  p a tch  in 
the m iddle of the  field. On M ay 21st I  saw a m ale and 
fem ale settle close tog ethe r on a  beam  by th e ir  nest w ith 
much tw itte ring . P resen tly  a second m ale appeared  and 
landed on the fa r  side of th e  first m ale, who thereupon  
addressed the fem ale in im passioned sty le w ith m outh  very 
wide open, and then  tu rn ed  and  h av in g  h a ran g u e d  his 
rival chased him  round  and round . T he fem ale took p a rt 
in the chase for a  m inute  b u t  resum ed h er perch  w here 
afte r a w hile th e  orig inal m ale rejo ined  her in g rea t 
excitem ent a fte r h is victory. T he nex t day  the first 
perceptible beg inn ings of a  nest appeared  on the beam  at 
the exact spot which I  saw selected and  discussed and 
finally rejected  the previous year. On M ay 27th bu ild ing  
w ent on very busily  all day long, and  I  w atched it  closely.
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T he m ale would uearly  alw ays accom pany the  fem ale, who 
b ro u g h t m ud and d ry  g rass o r p ine-needles a lte rna te ly— 
som etim e together, and  if she stood hesita ting  too long on 
the  beam  he would fly ch a tte rin g  a t h er and kick h e ro n  the 
back w ith bo th  feet, b u t he never persuaded  her to move 
in th is way. W h en  she did go on w ith the  nest he sang 
ecstatically. E very  now and then  he d id  a b it of bu ild ing  
h im self and alw ays san g  w hile a t it. The fem ale on the 
o ther hand  did no t sing. Both b ird s flew again  and again  
a t a  b lackb ird  on the  window. W hen  p reen ing  was going 
on, I  noticed th a t  occasionally a  b ird  would scratch its head  
w ith a foot from  behind its  w ing— a m ost odd and s trik ing  
a ttitu d e . On J u n e  13th th e re  w ere 4 eggs b u t sitting  had  
not begu n  till the  follow ing day though  no m ore eggs were 
laid. D u rin g  all th e  process of incubation  feathers were 
constantly  added  to  the  nest, and  th e  m ale shared  in the 
sitting  ; b u t  the  s ittin g  was ex traord inarily  lig h t— possibly 
ow ing to th e  very  h ig h  tem p era tu re— and neither b ird  
was on the  nest for m ore th a n  a  few m inutes a t a  tim e 
th ro u g h o u t th e  day. On J u n e  25th the  young  were 
hatched. F ea th e rs  were still being  added as la te  as Ju ly  
3rd, and  I  found  th e  nest to  be b eau tifu lly  clean inside 
tho ug h  messy outside. On th e  tw en tie th  day  two young 
left the  nest, tw o rem ain ing  for an o th er two days. On Ju ly  
2 2 nd or earlie r two m ore nests w ere begu n  on adjoin ing  
p rincipals of the  roof. T h a t evening  the  fem ale roosted  on 
one of the  new ly b egu n  nests w ith  two young  close by  and 
the  m ale and  the  two o th er young  fa r th e r  off. T he o ther 
pairs h ad  been chased aw ay and eventually  deserted . On 
Ju ly  24th fou r y oung  cam e in  to roost together abou t 9 p.m. 
la te r the  paren ts  entered , flew a t them , exchang ing  b ill- 
snaps,and  then  settled  down to g e th e r,fa rth e r up  the  principal 
w ith  loud snaps ; p resen tly  th e  fem ale w ent to  h e r  nest. 
T here  w ere two eggs laid  by  A ug. 1st, and no swallows 
roosted in th e  gym . A ug  3rd  feather*  tak en  in. A ug. 4 th
4 eggs. T he s ittin g  was as lig h t as ever, the  b ird  being  
h ard ly  ever on the  nest w hen I  paid  a  visit, b u t  the eggs 
w ere alw ays w arm . T hey  were I  believe hatched  o u t 
succesfully. On Sept. 18th two roosted  in  th e  gym ., b u t 
d isappeared  n ex t day. Sept. 30th a la rg e  num ber very 
h ig h  over th e  field in  th e  afternoon. Oct. 21st, a  p a ir still 
h aw king  ab ou t th e  field.
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S w i f t . F irs t seen here M ay 8 th. May 28th seen in 
g rea t num bers. D u rin g  all the first fo rtn igh t of Ju ly  large 
num bers— 20 or m ore— were continually  w heeling abou t 
over the field h igh  up, w ith m uch chasing  and scream ing. 
Close w atching showed th a t they were alw ays in  pairs and 
th rough  all the ir evolutions never lost touch of each o ther 
as such.

H e d g e  S p a r r o w . Before the end of 1916 a  p arty  of 
six or seven were roosting  n ig h tly  in  an ivy-covered tree 
by the p layground . T his g a th e rin g  continued till abou t 
the end of F eb ru ary . They alw ays repeated  the ir call note 
frequently  and insistently , and genera lly  most of them  
would hop round ra th e r  aim lessly on the g round  beneath  
before assem bling  in a tho rn  bush  ; in  F e b ru a ry  one would 
usually strike  up  a  few notes of a song before tu rn in g  in. 
I  had seven nests und er observation betw een the  dates of 
May 2nd and  Ju ly  26th b u t m isfortune overtook m ost of 
them , and two were deserted  a fte r two eggs had  been laid . 
One nest was b u ilt in  a  b lackb ird ’s. A nother nest 
containing 3 young  was ra id ed  by a  cat on the  very  day 
when they were due to fly ; h ea rin g  the  com m otion I  ran  
up and drovs the cat off, and  I  believe one or m ore escaped 
from this im m inent peril.

S t a r l in g . I t  is w ell know n these b ird s are w ont to 
assemble in im m ense num bers to roost and  th e ir  fligh t lines 
m orning and evening are read ily  observed by anyone who 
is looking ou t for them . Since these annual records have 
been kept, the  flight ha* h ith erto  inv ariab ly  been  S .E . in 
the  m orning and  N .W . in  the  evening. B u t s ta rlin g s’ 
roo#ting-plauos eventually  become so foul o r b roken  down 
as to become u nattrac tive  to them , and then  a fte r a  certain  
num ber of years a new reso rt is found. I n  the  sp rin g  of 
1916 I  noticed th a t the  d irection  of th e  m orn ing  fligh t was 
E ast and not Sou th-E ast. W hen  th e  roosting  fligh ts were 
resum ed in  the  au tum n, it  was no t till N ovem ber th a t  the 
direction seemed to be fixed, and then  it  was also due W est 
in the evenings. I  m ay add how ever, for th e  com pleteness 
of this observation, th a t early  in  1917 they  resum ed the old 
line (N . W . p.m . and  S. E . a.m .), and  k ep t to  it  till they 
broke up  abou t the  m iddle of M arch. As reg ards nests, an 
exam ination on May 5 th  show ed 6 eggs in  each of the  four 
available boxes, inc luding  th a t  specially provided fo r the
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owls. T he stab le  was used ag a in  as always, b u t the L odge 
roof for once w ent unoccupied ; the p robab le  explanation  
is th a t th e  m arvellous gym nast (the  fem ale, I  believe) who 
so successfully nego tia ted  th e  fea t of en tering  the  hole 
by a sort of horizontal b a r  perform ance lias a t last m et with 
an  accident, and th e  su rvivor could not replace h e r w ith an 
equally  accom plished m ate. T he owl box was deserted, 
b u t the  o th er boxes had young  by M ay 9th  or 10th. At 
box 1 I  w atched carefully  for some tim e on May 19th and 
was alm ost positive th a t three ad u lt b ird s shared  in  the 
feed in g ; one of them  was the  fem ale ringed  in  1915 
b u t h e r  spouse h ad  d isappeared. I  was unsuccessful la te r 
on in catching  th e  o ther b ird s a t the  box, tho ug h  I  cap tured  
th e  fem ale again . On M ay 27th  the  young  in the stable 
flew ; on the  sam e date  the  young  b ird s were half out of 
box 9 all day and  by  the  evening  one was r ig h t outside. I  
noticed th a t the  p aren ts  were b rin g in g  g ru b s etc. one tim e 
and  th e  nex t they w ould b rin g  n o th ing  visib le a t all bu t 
flying to the  box w ould th ru s t a  b ill into  a gap ing  m outh 
and back again  e ig h t or nine tim es ; apparen tly  they  were 
re g u rg ita tin g  food like p igeons, greenfinches, rooks and 
o ther b irds, bu t I  have never noticed this h ab it before or 
h ea rd  of i t  in  s ta rling s. On M ay 31st boxes 1, 7, and 9 
were all the  scenes of figh ts betw een rival pairs of starlings, 
b u t in  1916 propably  ow ing to the  scarcity of food supplies 
— no second broods were actually  reared . Box 7 was not 
re-occupied, though  a fo rtn ig h t la te r s ta r lirg s  were 
w rang ling  w ith sparrow s over its  possession, and  it had  been 
p a rtia lly  re-lined. B ox 1 was deserted, and  curiously 
enough  the  ringed  fem ale belonging  to it was again  seen— 
as in  1915— to inspect th e  unused  site  in the  Lodge roof. 
Box 9 h ad  5 eggs in  it  by  Ju n e  8 th, b u t was eventually  
deserted .

B l u e  t i t . T here w ere seven broods successfully reared. 
A  new  n est—w hich possibly w as used, b u t undiscovered 
in  previous y ea rs— was in a  crack a t  the  extrem e top of the 
w hite pop lar by the  g y m n asiu m ; I  had  long suspected a 
n est the reabou ts, b u t  i t  was only on Ju n e  18th th a t  the 
noise m ade by th e  nestlings b e trayed  it. T he hole in the 
wall of the B road P a th  was used once more. A p air were 
busy  there  on A pril 29th, and  by May 16th they  were 
hatched  ; b u t they  were etill in the  nest on Ju n e  18th and
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flew, I  believe, on Ju n e  2 0 th !  A t box 16 on M ay 8 th  I  
found 6 eggs com pletely covered over ; on M ay 14th, 10 eggs 
uncovered ; on M ay 28th 7 hatched ; a subsequen t exam in­
ation suggested  th a t there m igh t be dead in the  box, b u t on 
Ju n e  12th when the young flew there w ere 110 corpses left 
behind. At box 8 , the b ird  was s ittin g  closely 011 May 10 th ; 
on M ay 20th and 21st I  saw 7 eggs (uncovered), bu t on 
M ay 28th the  b ird  was still on the n e » t; the young  flew on 
Ju n e  20th. At box 13 011 M ay 15th I  surprised  a t i t  ju s t 
leav ing  9 eggs (half-covered) ; on M ay 2 2 nd they  were 
h a tch e d ; on Ju n e  8 th  very  n o isy ; 011 Ju n e  12 th nest 
em pty. Box 10, which I  saw  overhauled  Ja n . 13th, was 
used about the sam e tim e, also box 11. T here  w ere no 
b lue tits  ab ou t in October, b u t in  N ovem ber they  quickly 
gathered  a t a cocoa-nut.

L o n g -t a il e d  T i t . On Ju ly  27th I  w atched a fam ily of 
twelve accom panied by a g re a t concourse of b lue tits, g re a t 
tits  and gold crests. T hey  played th e ir  u sua l ' follow-my- 
leader ’ via th e  R ed H ouse tree  in to  W h ite fo rd  W oods and 
no sooner had they gone th a n  a fresh  fam ily  approached  
from  the direction of the Sum m er-house. F o u r days la te r 
another even la rg er g a th e rin g  was busy  m ost of th e  
afternoon in  the  firs and cedars betw een M ount H ouse and 
R ed H ouse ; tree-creepers and  coal tits  w ere included th is 
time.

W ood p ig e o n . A nest a t the top of the  cedar above 
tho owl-box. I  heard  m ore cooing in  the  last week of Ju ly  
than  a t any o ther time.

S p o t t b d  F l y c a t c h e r  W ith  two pairs nesting , the re  
were some in tere stin g  developem ents. T he date  of a rriva l, 
like last y ea r’s, was M ay 17th. On M ay 20th abou t 
7-30 p.m. I  saw one en ter box 4 and, a fte r tw isting  round 
in it as if to test its  possibilities, fly aw ay again . On 
May 22nd I  saw 2 pairs and  a nest had been sta rted  in a  tin  
nailed up in  the  sh rub bery  below th e  R ed H ouse. By 
May 25th a second nest h ad  been m ade—b are ly  40 y ard s  
from  the o th e r—on a b racket beh ind  R ed  H ouse ; both  nests 
were com pleted in two days, and b o th  contained am ong 
the ir varied  m ate ria l a q u an tity  of the  fluffy floor-sw eepings 
from  the dust b in . I  saw no encounters betw een th e  close 
neighbours. E ach  nest contained  the first egg  on M ay 26th 
and five in a l l ; both  b ird s began  to  sit before th e  clutch
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was com plete. On Ju n e  1st th e  nest in the  tin  had the 
appearance of b e ing  deserted , and  on the  nex t day two eggs 
were m issing  and  one of those rem ain ing  broken, b u t tha t 
sam e evening the  flycatchers w ere overhauling  box 30— 
70 yards aw ay. T he follow ing day bo th  b ird s were busily  
bu ild ing , and  th e  m ale (?) also w ent across and  tried  box 4 
again  several tim es. By Ju n e  10 th 4 eggs w ere being sat 
on in box 3 0 ; b u t on Ju n e  13th, hav ing  seen a sparrow  
very persisten tly  h a rry in g  the  flycatchers, I  exam ined the 
box and  found one egg  m issing and two of those rem ain ing  
w ere stick ing  together. The nex t day th e  box was em pty. 
T he sparrow s, i t  should  be noted, did no t a ttem p t to use it 
them selves ; th e  cause of th e ir  resen tm ent be ing  apparently  
th a t they h ad  roosted the re  all the  w inter. By Ju n e  25th 
the  flycatchers had  sta rted  to b u ild  a th ird  nest in the  very tin 
th a t had  been the  scene of th e ir  first d isaster! I t  had  2 eggs 
in  it  by the  28th bu t by  the  30th it was pu lled  o u t ; as I  found 
th e  nest on the  g round  below w ith one egg  still in tac t it did 
no t look like the  w ork of a hum an m arauder. M eanw hile 
fa te  had  been k in d e r to the  o th er p a ir beh ind  R ed  H ouse. 
F o u r ou t of five of the  eggs w ere hatched  a t 6 p.m . on 
Ju n e  11th  ( 12£ days), and they  flew on the  m orning 
of Ju n e  26th (14£ days). By Ju ly  2nd an o th er nest (the 
old one was rem oved) had been nearly  com pleted on the 
sam e b racke t b eh ind  R ed  H ouse ; w hether the owners were 
th e  first or the  second p a ir  the re  was n o th ing  to  show ; one 
w ould hope th a t  i t  m igh t be th e  fou rth  a ttem p t of the  first 
pair, b u t it w ould be m ore likely  to  be th e  seccnd attem pt 
of th e  o ther (successful) pair. A nyhow  the  th ree  eggs 
w ere hatched  on Ju ly  21st (14 days) and flew on A ug 4th  
(14 days). F lyca tchers seem  to be as la te  roosters as robins, 
for th e ir  call notes a re  heard  long a fte r sunset.

G o ld ck es t. N one seen till F eb . 12 ; from  th a t date 
till abou t th e  end of M arch one m igh t genera lly  be heard  
sing ing , b u t they  w ent elsew here to nest. I n  th e  au tum n no 
very m arked  im m igration  observed. A fa ir  num ber in  
m iddle of Sep tem ber increasing  in  the  la tte r  h a lf  of October.

C u c k o o . H e a rd  in  M ount View A pril 29th, M ay 17th 
and 18th and  J u n e  2nd.

C u r l e w . H e a rd  several tim es passing  in land  a t  the  
end of the first week in  M arch.
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Football.
The gam es last term  w ere kep t up w ith p len ty  of 

keenness, although  no m atches could be a rran ged  ; on the  
whole, we w ere lucky in having  fine half-holidays, and still 
m ore so in no t having our ranks dep leted  by  illness. 
J .  M C hilcott and E. L. Spoonei'-L illingston w ere given 
the ir colours, and several p layers prom ise well for the 
fu tu re.

Letters from Old Boys and others.
W . A. Nightingale writes from C House, The College, M arl­

borough.— Many thanks for sending me the Record. Mr. Brodie 
seems to have had a thrilling time on his voyage. T h is term I  got 
moved into the Lower V I .  and am getting on in it fairly  well. The 
Master, D r. Norwood, has arranged a new scheme of work which is 
coming into force. A  critic in one of the papers says with regard to 
this scheme that classics is left too much as optional. I  suppose 
there is something in that. The first three weeks of this term were 
entirely given up to sports and the training necessitated by them, a 
dull business. However rugger is fortunately in full swing now. 
W e have had a fine cropp of potatoes on the allotments we took on. 
The Army however have treated us rather badly as it was for them 
that they were being grown, but now that they are grown they have 
refused to have them, so we are doing the next best thing and eating 
them ourselves

Cadet A. Finlaison writes from R  N. College, Osborne.— I  think 
this is a fine place. There are over one hundred chaps in our term, 
we take up 4 domitories but most of the term* do that. There are 
billiard tables in all the reading rooms but ours has only got one 
cushion and we play with squash ball*. I  haven’ t been permanently 
at the sick bay yet this term neither has J. Norman. I  am in S 1 
and Norman is in P 3. I  belong to the Natural H istory Society, 
there was a lantern lecture last night which was rather sport. Since 
I  came here I  have played more Rugger than Soccer and I  think it 
is a better game. I  hear that the Hawkes have been formed I  hope 
the Otters are still going strong.

G S. Rees writes from 3rd Batt. Cheshire Regt., Birkenhead.—  
Before telling you anything of my doings I  think you w ill be interes­
ted to know that my brother.Lloyd is still at Bedford School, he has 
stuck to classics up to date and is at present in Va. the stepping stone 
to the Sixth but he is very keen on crossing over to the modern side 
with a view to Woolwich and the R. G*s. I  applied for an Infantry 
O .T .B . in Dec. 1916 and spent 2j^  months at home waiting to be 
sent to one of the Cadet units. Meanwhile the M ilitary Service Act
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began to exert itself on my behalf, and on March 7th I  was “ con- 
scrypted ”  into the R .G .A . and it was not until May that I  was 
ordered to report at the O .C .B . at R hyl, Here I  stayed for four 
months— quite an enjoyable time on the whole— till the course was 
over and we were all gazetted and sent home on a month’ s leave I 
joined up here on October 2nd and I am expecting to be sent abroad 
any day now.

Dover College by the way is, strictly speaking, Dover College no 
more, having been forced by the nefarious designs of the Hun to 
leave a spot which was much subject to aerial bombardment, and fly 
inland to Leamington.

R . Freeman writes from Farnborough School.— I don’ t think I  
have written to you once since I  left Mount House, and now as it is 
a wet day I  have got a chance. I  am getting on rippingly here, I  
am in the top form but one, I  was moved up this term, this term is 
the soccer term, we haven’t played much as the weather has been so 
wet. I  hope you have been having nice weather for your games.

E. L . Payn writes from Westfield, Little  Shelford, Cambs. —  I 
hope you are quite well. Once not very long ago I  heard bombs 
dropped fairly near here by those Zeppelins which came off so badly 
in France after leaving England. Norman has been enjoyiag him ­
self at Osborne so he said when he wrote to me. My father has sent 
a German Helmet from France, it seems aw fully heavy to have to 
wear on your head. My brother, who has got a different ship now, 
was in that fight in the Cattegat a short time ago. Could you tell 
me, please, who went or goes up for the Osborne exam, this term as 
I  w ill keep a look out in the paper to see who gets through, It  has 
been an aw fully cold day to day as there was a very sharp frost last 
night and it has not thawed yet. I  am getting on slowly, but I  am 
able to get about much better thau I  could. I  have started learning 
mechanics which I  find quite interesting. I  hope I  shall be able to 
come down to see you sometime but there does not seem much chance 
of this at present as I  expect I  shall be here until the end of the war 
and then I  dont know whether I  shall be going back to Whitchurch 
or not. A  merry Christmas to you and everyone~in case you dont 
hear from me before Christmas.

J . T . Gibson writes from the School House, Berkhamsted.— 
Thank you very much for the Record. It  was very interesting. I  
was going to St. John’ s House. But when I  arrived I  was told there 
was a vacancy in the School House and I  was to go there. I  am in 
4a, Mr. C o x’ s form. I  get on very well at Latin, but find the Science 
and Geometry rather difficult. The O .T . C, was inspected to day. I  
have joined. We go to the swimming baths twice a week, they are 
ripping. I  like it very much here altogether.

R . B. Summerford writes from Edinburgh House, Lee-on- 
Solent.-—I  am now at school here. I  have been here for nearly three 
years now before which I  went to a day school at Waterlooville. I 
am a boarder here. The school is situated about two minutes walk 
from the sea front. I  go up for the Navy next term when there are
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about 12 other boys going up besides myself. Mr. Crinckshank is 
the Head master here. He teaches mathematics and English. For 
French we have a Frenchman who was wounded very, badly at the 
beginning of the war. He has been a prisoner in Germany and has 
the Medaille Militaire and the Croix dela Guerre with the palm leaf. 
We have a very good Cricket and Football team. In  cricket you can 
win your colours for batting and your scarfe for fielding while in 
football you can win your colours. In  cricket I  am in the 1st X I .  
and have got my scarfe while I  am in the second X I  for football. 
W ill you please send me the latest edition of the Mount House 
Record for which I  enclose 1/-

I don’ t expect there are many boys still left in the school who 
were there when I  was ! There is a large aeroplane base about two 
miles away while there is a small seaplane base in the place which 
has only just been built. W ill you please kindly remember me to 
Mrs. Cox, Miss Wimbush and any other people who was there when 
I  was.

W. J. W a ll writes from Hurst Pierpoint.— W e had our Prize- 
giving and anniversary of the dedication of the Chapel last Wednes­
day. We had Canon Randolph from E ly  to preach the Sermon. I  
managed to get a prize for the maths, exam, a book entitled“ Horatio 
Nelson.”  I  think I  have to play in a house match to-morrow. I  am 
in the upper fourth form, but last term I  was in the middle fourth. 
For mathematics we do not go by forms but sets. I  like it here very 
much, we get up at 6-15 in tbe morning and go to bed at 9-30, lights 
o»t at 10 p.m. There are over 200 boys here this term, and I  believe 
we have not had so many for years.

Cadet M. Norman writes from H .M .S . Malaya, c/o G .P .O .—  
I  thought you would be interested to hear that I  have left Dartmouth 
and am now in the Malaya. The Malay states after whom this ship 
is called are very generous in giving us money for the ships company. 
Marescaux is also in this ship and there are four others of our term. 
It  was very bad luck on Milton being killed so soon, the people on 
this ship saw the explosion quite plainly. We have a fine gunroom 
and quite a nice crew of Midshipmen, My brother is very lucky 
joining Osbourne now as there are only three terms there and more 
chance of boating and games. It is very cold here and I  w ill not be 
sorry to go on leave as I  hope to do at the beginning of next y£ar. 
Brook came to sea at about the same time as I  did. My brother 
seems to be enjoying himself very much at Osborne, his tutor was my 
term master when I was there. I  am not allowed to tell of my where­
abouts etc. so I  w ill finish off.

P. J. Wimbush writes trom Berkhamsted School.— I  am now in 
5b Classical and am getting on very well indeed. This term we get 
much more spare time as school ends at 4-45 and lock up is at 5-30 
and so we have the whole evening to ourselves.C. C. Croft writes from Blundell’s, Westlake.— This term three 
cups are competed for. The Glee cup which has been won by 
School House, the senior Footer Cup final of which is between us 
and School House and has yet to be fought and the Fives which
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is also between us and School House. I  think that we w ill get the 
seniors and that School House w ill get the Fives.

K . J .  D ’ Arcy writes from R .N . College, Dartmouth.— This is a 
top-hole place and far superior to Osborne in a ll respects. W e are 
allowed far more freedom here and on Sundays we go away and get 
our tea at farms etc. as there is only supper in the College at 
8 o’clock and as dinner is at I o’clock, we need something between it 
and supper. W'e have a fine swimming-bath here about 100 feet long 
and we can go there 5 days a week. It  is a salt water one and the 
water is pumped up from the river. W e had the relay race the other 
day and Jones was in his term team, which won. I  have been 
beagling quite a lot this term, but we don’ t often catch a hare, though 
we get quite good sport out of it. We have it every half-holiday. 
The grounds here are’ nt so good as the Osborne ones and there are’nt 
so many of them as we only have four soccer grounds though a good 
many Rugger. The extension on to the college is nearly finished and 
w ill be used next term, I  hear. W e have a rifle range here also and 
we use the proper service rifles. W e do sailing here on the river in 
summer-time and there was some at the beginning of this term but it 
has been discontinued now.

J. Y. Moggridge writes from Clifton to Mr. Cox.— Just a line to 
wish you very many happy returns of the day. I  understand from 
Cox that you are keeping your birthday tomorrow so that this letter 
will reach you, I  expect, just as you are being greeted with “  many 
happy returns of the day Sir ”  ! By the present members of Mount 
House. I  wish I  could be there to take part in the games in the 
evening, perhaps if  I ’ m stationed at Plymouth in the R  N .A .S ., I  
may well have a chance of doing so next year. How  is the football 
getting on ? Christopher and I  still take the field in house seconds 
followed by as brawny a crowd as we could wish for, we have to beat 
Clissold’ s and then we shall be cock house, and for three years running.

H . W . Picken writes from Clifton College.— Mr. Mayor gave me 
V lth  power this term. So far I  have managed to get on very well. 
It  seems quite funny having 3 little fags all to myself. The corps 
attended the investiture on the Downs last Thursday. We were too 
far away to see or hear much but we had quite a good look at the 
K in g  when he drove past us in his car. I  have had one or two 
letters from my brother in which he said he was feeling very bored 
with life at Malta. I  think he must be as he has taken to writing 
poetry— at least he calls it that.

B. E . F .,  France, October, 1917.
M y dear boys,— I  am writing my long promised letter to you at 

last. I  havn’ t forgotten you, though it is a long time since I  came 
away— seven months. D uring that time such a lot of wonderful 
things have happened. The censor w ill not let me tell you all that 
I  have seen, but when I  come back I  w ill tell you many thing* about 
our very brave soldiers in France.

I  am one of the Chaplains in the K in g ’ s Liverpool Regiment. 
I  wonder how many of you have been to Liverpool, Most of the 
men in my Regiment came from there. I  was hoping that I  might
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be attached to the Devonshire Regiment, but soldiers, like school­
boys, have to do what they are told, and go where they are sent, 
and I  was sent here, There are many men in my Battalion who 
have won the D .C .M . and the M .M . I  wonder if  you know what 
these letters mean. They are medals for bravery. One man has 
a Russian medal, and another has a Belgian medal. Since I  joined 
the Regiment, it has been in a great battle, in which the Germans 
were very badly beaten. Now all my men are in the trenches. 
Some trenches are nice and dry, and have duck boards at the 
bottom to walk on. Others are very wet, and when it rains 
heavily, the water sometimes gets deep in the trench, and you get 
wet feet as you go along. There is barbed wire between our 
trenches and the German trenches. D uring the night rockets, 
called, Very Lights, are sent up which light up the ground to show 
if  any Germans are about. O f course the Germans have these 
lights too. I  see lots of Aeroplanes scouting every day. They fly 
right over the trenches. When an enemy aeroplane flies over our 
ground, the anti-aircraft guns, called “  A rch ies,”  fire at it, and 
right up in the air you can see puffs of smoke as the shells burst. 
At different places, not very far away, there are big balloons called 
Observation Balloons high up in the air. They are held to the 
ground by a strong rope. Immediately under the Balloon there is 
a basket, in which the man sits who looks right across to the German 
lines, and sees what goes on there. Sometimes an aeroplane attacks 
the baloon, and then the man in the basket lets himself down by a 
parachute. Sometimes I  have to go long distances, and then I  ride a 
horse called Broncho. I  love horses, and Broncho is a beauty. I  am 
living in a hut now. Before I  came here I  was living in a farm house, 
then in tents, and after that in a dug out.

I  am hoping to come to England on leave shortly, but I  am 
very sorry I  shall not be able to come so far as Plymouth. I  should 
very much like to be able to come to see you. I  wonder how you are 
getting on with the Catechism and the Gospel. I  often think of you 
all at the Red House. I  shall be glad to hear from any of you who 
would like to write to me. My address is 1/9 K in g ’ s Liverpool Regt 
B .E .F .,  France. Wherever I  am that w ill find me. My letters take 
about 6 days to come fiors England. I  hope that we shall soon beat 
the Germans, and have peace. W ar is a terrible thing, but there are 
things that are worse than war. England and all her Allies are fight­
ing for what is right and good, Truth, Honour and Liberty, and we 
must do all that we can to help these brave soldiers who are fighting 
and enduring so much. Remember, dear boys, we are always soldiers 
because we always have to fight for what is right and true. These 
things are not easy to get ; we have to struggle for them. I  hope 
you are all working hard this term. I  expect you have a good footer 
team, and perhaps by this time some of you are scouts. W ith all 
good wishes, believe me yours affectionately, W . D e l a h a y , C .F .

The Editor much regrets that through an oversight a letter from 
R. K now ling dated in May was not inserted in the Summer Record, 
it is now rather out of date but we hope soon to have another for 
insertion in its place.


